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Multisectorial Group of Experts: +20 membres
➔ Representativity and expertise vs. availability
➔ Strong coordination/collaboration
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• Evaluation of the components’ 
relevance.

• Contextualisation of the SDG-
PSS.

• Identification of new experts to 
support the project progress.

• Identification of funding
opportunities for national 
activities and organization of 
events.

• Contribution to discussions, 
publications, and reports (e.g. 
NVR).

The Experts’ Working Group for SDG-PSS



Reflections on SDG-PSS and its online course

Before the online course
• “Training by doing” adopted during the contextualization (phase I). 
• New members introduced to the tool and trained by the country coordinators.

After the online course
• Members of the Experts’ Group took the course in English and French 
➔ Better understanding of features, considering learning pace and 
adjustment to jargon.

• Thanks to advertisement through various channels, students, engineers,
technicians, experts, etc. took the course (certificates displayed in Social Media). .

         ➔ Building capacities and raising awareness among various communities 
            and institutions.

• The course allowed:
• Better knowledge of the SDG6 and its targets and indicators.
• Enhanced understanding of the importance of cooperation among national 

institutions to achieve SDG6 and finding consensus: NO ONE can work ALONE!
• Importance of the connection/cooperation between national and international organizations 

to identify existing initiatives, seek support, and evaluate the enabling environment.



Relevance of SDG-PSS Components  

Most relevant

• Finance and Integrity were on top priority since phase 1 (2017).

• Finance: under economic crisis, plans, strategies, etc. need funding for implementation.

• Integrity: design of a new governance model based on a more efficient institutional 
framework, transparency, accountability and equity, and enforcement of regulations.
(Recent study of the ministry of planning and finance: corruption is the first obstacle to funding and investment).

• Capacity: lack of human resources for data collection, monitoring, processing data, 
evaluation and reporting.
• Human capacities:  retirement,  employment,  brain drain,  private sector. etc.
• Legal: Water Code under revision; lack of enforcement; lack of water lawyers/juges.
• Equity: disparity urban/rural (water and sanitation services), up/down stream

watershed.

• DRR: climate change has increasing impacts on the populations and the environment 
(Cliamet change adaptation Plan by MARHP and FAO).



Less relevant

• Gender: Initiatives and measures were taken since 2016. 
• “National Council of Peers for Equality and Equal Opportunities between Women and 

Men” (The peer counseling for equality) (2016): quantitative/qualitative indicators on 
gender approach integration in socioeconomic and political activities + strategy and 
gender mainstreaming in politics and social development.

• National strategy for socio-economic autonomation of rural women and girls (2017): 
Inline with SDGs 5 and 6 and production of gender-disaggregated data and statistics 
(decision/ policy-makers.

• Since 2020, Gender has an indicator for monitoring and evaluating the progress of 
Master Plans and Strategies. 

• Institutions: several are established in charge of the water sector. An efficient 
coordination is needed.

Relevance of SDG-PSS Components  



• Analysing/Understanding: questions and required data (group)

• Identifying: the data sources/resource persons (group).

• Collecting: data (individual or group)

• Cross-checking: data sources and validation (group)

• « Feeding »: the SDG-PSS (group)

• Discussing : qualitative and quantitative answers (group) 

• Verifying: the outputs (individual or group)

• Interpreting: the reports (group)

Collaboration, challenges, and trade-offs



• Adequacy of the illustration
• Preservation of information
• Easiness of interpretation
• Understanding/clarity of information

Reaching consensus for creating evidence



Inadequate 
progress No evidence

Identify problems
and take actions

Adequate
progress

In progress

Keep track and look 
forward to the next step



SDG-PSS Summary View



The summary view revisited

• Overall, Tunisia is almost half-way (sum of green + 
blue) to creating an enabling environment.

• Gaps to fill: gender disaggregated data and 
training, funding on DRR and public incentives for 
finance, regulation to guarantee equity and 
fairness.



Training/e-course

• Participation of members of the Group of 
Experts and external members to the e-
course.

• Training of new members.

Meetings, workshops, publications
• 20 meetings of the Group of Experts.
• 2 days workshop on the STATUS and CAPACITY, 

interpretation and of reports and contextualization, 
23-24 July 2020.

Contribution to SDG6 working groups
• FAO events on SDGs, Food Security and Agriculture: 
- Workshop « Acceleration of the achievement of the 
targets related to food security and agriculture.
- Workshop « Building of national capacities related

to SDG food security and agriculture. 
• National consultation on « Reporting on target 6.5.1 -

the implementation of IWRM » : filling the 
questionnaire out and finalizing the report (UNEP-
GWP-CapNet-MARHP-DGRE), 9 July 2020, Tunisia.

• Contribution to the NVR2021: working group on SDG6.

Publications
• Contribution to the preparation of the NVR 2019 

and 2021: data collection and prioritization of 
SDG6 indicators.

• 2020 Gender Summit, Global for SDGs.
• 2 articles in the Lettre de l’ONAGRI (2020).
• Webinar in October 2019.

Selected achievements
• Mr. A. Ouasli: focal point of 6.4 and UN Water 

Global
• Ms. O. Sebai: focal point 6.3.2 (Workshop 

UNEP/GEMS Water + ESCWA workshop)

Focal Points



• Introduction of SD6 and the SDG-PSS at the regional level.
• Collaborative event: Research-Development-NGO.
• Audience: decison-makers, policy-makers, 

technicians, scientists, civil society, etc.

There is an opportunity to apply SDG-PSS at regional level

Selected achievements



• SDG-PSS is a cross-sectoral collaboration platform, a useful strategic evidence-based tool that can help assess, 
monitor, and report on the progress in creating an enabling environment to achieve SDG6 targets.

• Contextualization of the SDG-PSS is an important step to obtain reliable outputs.

• SDG-PSS implementation allowed active discussions to identify strengths and weaknesses, missing data, gaps, and 
opportunities related to SDG6 ➔ Created awareness among institutions and members and gave a new 
perspectives on the targets and indicators (components-based).

• Collaborative effort within and between government actors and research in the water sector is a key ingredient 
to inform decision- and policy-makers on the status of national policies.

• Working collaboratively for reaching consensus, providing qualitative and quantitative data and interpretation.

• SDG-PSS is recognized as a tool but still not used officially ➔ Political commitment at high level is required.

• To guarantee the use of the tool at country level, an official national permanent committee should be established,  
for ensuring the sustainability of the outputs ➔ Capacity building to capitalize the existing outcomes of SDG-PSS 
and other existing tools.

Lessons learned and challenges
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THANK YOU
Olfa Mahjoub, PhD

National Research Institute for Rural Engineering, Water, and Forestry (INRGREF) 
Carthage University, Tunisia

olfama@gmail.com 
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