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Outline

• The global risk landscape – the larger 
context of MoI in cities

• What is a polycrisis and how it applies to 
cities? 

• What is multisolving and why is it 
relevant?

• How can nature based solutions help?

• How can partnerships contribute to 
implementation?

• Example from the Urban Nature Atlas

• Urban Nature Explorer – scenarios for 
multisolving with NBS



The global risk 
landscape: 
Perception of 
short and 
long-term 
priorities



Polycrisis criteria (LP)

• Sudden, unexpected

• Severe, significant impacts

• Diverse but coincidental pathways

• Complex, systemic interlinkages

• Beyond immediate adaptive capacity

• Potential for irreversible disruption

• Socio-cultural/psychological and political repercussions 

• …?



The
global 
risk 
landscape:
Interconnections



Multisolving

• “Multisolving is a growing movement around the world. When people 
work together across sectors to address multiple problems with one 
policy or investment, they are multisolving” (Multisolving Institute)

• “Multi-solving—working across sectors to address multiple challenges 
with one policy or investment—accomplishes more with the same 
budget and aligns constituencies for greater impact. … Multisolving
already exists in countless communities across local and global 
scales.” (Community Commons)



Nature-Based 
Solutions can 
simultaneously
address multiple 
sustainability 
challenges

Green space, habitats 
and biodiversity



Figure 1. Sustainability challenges addressed by NBS in the Urban Nature Atlas.
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NSB relevance for SDGs



Beneficiaries

Source: Urban Nature Atlas, una.city

https://una.city/


NBS benefits –
rationale for
partnerships in 
implementation

• Urban NBS deliver multiple benefits; the ownership of these benefits is scattered 
between different actors

• Leads to 2 coordination problems:

1. Valuation of multiple benefits (budget often earmarked for one benefit)

2. Collaboration between multiple actors to co-fund and each reap benefits

• Calls for an integrative business case – of benefits and actors

• Need for investment template that recognizes value of relevant benefits

Source: Naturvation



Example: 
Resilient 
Rosario

Source: Urban Nature Atlas, una.city

https://una.city/


Source: https://thecityfix.com/blog/rosario-argentina-uses-urban-farming-to-tackle-economic-and-climate-crises/



• Climate change 
mitigation

• Flood protection
• Green space creation 

and/or management
• Soil quality improvement
• Social justice and equity
• Environmental education
• Economic development: 

agriculture
• Employment/job creation

• Urban and peri-urban 
agriculture

• Support for family gardens 
in vacant land, tax exempt

• Urban farming classes
• New market to sell local 

produce
• Vegetable Gardens Parks

Environmental
• Reduced emissions
• Increased green space area
• Increased conservation or restoration of 

ecosystems
• Increased conversion of degraded land or soil

Economic
• Increase of jobs
• Increase in agricultural production (for profit or 

not)
• Generation of income from NBS

Socio-cultural
• Social justice and cohesion
• Fair distribution of social, environmental and 

economic benefits of the NBS project
• Increased access to healthy/affordable food

Many parallel
needs and 
challenges!

Implementation 
measures

Multiple 
impacts



Implementation partnership



Implementation financing



Urban Nature 
Explorer: 
Decision support 
tool to help 
participatory 
NBS scenario 
development in 
any urban 
context

Urban 
sustainability 

challenges

Sustainability 
goals and 

targets

Nature Based 
Solution 

scenarios
Implementation Impacts!



Source: urbannatureexplorer.com

https://www.urbannatureexplorer.com/#/




www.naturvation.eu
www.una.city
www.physi.earth
www.urbannatureexplorer.com
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