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Background: 
Charting a course for transformative action 



Preparatory process for the HLPF/Summit 



Importance of localization and VLRs



Two lessons from the Covid19 pandemic



SDG17 Partnerships for the Goals

• Goal 17: “Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the 
global partnership for sustainable development”

• Contains 19 targets grouped into five areas: finance, technology, 
capacity building, trade, and systemic issues

• The systemic issues cover topics such as policy and institutional 
coherence, data and statistical capacities, and partnerships.

• 25 indicators to measure progress toward targets.



Progress on SDG17?



Understanding Partnerships Role in Transformation



An Agenda for Partnerships for the SDGs

• What types of partnerships are needed 
to achieve transformations for the SDGs?

• How can these partnerships be enabled?

• How can their effectiveness and overall 
coherence be ensured?



Two dimensions to effective local action



Effective multi-level partnership frameworks

1. How can national/local authorities enable effective 
multistakeholder initiatives on the ground?

2. How can the multilateral development system improve the 
coherence of transnational support to national/local authorities?



Translating linkages into effective partnerships 
(Weitz 2017)

Source: Nerini et al (2019)

Approach to 
implementation (Alcamo 
2018)

1. Singe entry Goal

2. Main (first order) 
interlinkages across all of 
the SDGs

1 &2 align well with SDG 
priorities/sectoral 
policymaking and the 
principle of indivisibility



What type of partnership?

• First step: build a multi-stakeholder coalition
that mirrors the Goal’s linkages with other goals.

• Second step, negotiate joint actions to raise 
synergies and manage trade offs across SDGs.



How to build integrated partnerships?

Synthesize three types of evidence:

1. Mappings of the Goal’s interlinkages 
with other SDGs (Nilsson 2016, 
Egbende 2022)

2. Stakeholder’s SDG responsibilities 
(Zelli 2020, DCCAE 2023, 2018)

3. Assessment of challenges in 
interlinked policy areas, e.g., SDG 
dashboard (Sachs 2020, Horan 2021)



Two examples

1. Ireland: horizontal policy integration for SDG14

- Which ministries should collaborate and on what issue areas?

2. Pacific SIDS: transnational partnerships for SDG13

- Assess the coherence of these initatives and identify gaps in activities.  



Example 1: 
An SDG-based approach to policy coordination

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3

Map Linkages (to SDG14) Identify Responsibilities Select Indicators



Integrated SDG14 Dashboard



Integrated SDG14 Dashboard (Continued)



Multistakeholder coalition and recommendations 
for integrated implementation



Example 2: 
Transnational partnerships for SDG13 implementation

• At the international level, the brokering of partnerships is often 
event driven (Chan 2021; Pattberg 2012; Andonova 2003). 

• Method to assess coherence of a set of transnational 
climate partnerships for Pacific SIDS.

• Method involved juxtaposing 

1. the distribution of partnership outputs

2. the distribution of SDG13 interlinkages with other Goals 

to assess gaps in partnership activities.



Transnational climate initiatives for Pacific SIDS

Commitments: Climate Action:

Partnerships 47 Adaptation 44

Individual 2 Mitigation 2

Total 49 Both 3

Geographic Scope: Goals Reported:

Regional/subregional 25 SDG13 only 13

National/subnational 24 Multiple SDGs 36
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Discussion and implications for orchestration

• Ocean-climate nexus is well represented, however, few partnerships 
address climate-development nexuses: poverty, health, justice.

• Possible reasons: 2017 UN Oceans Conference, SIDS eligibility for 
development finance, low adaptation finance distributed to SIDS.

• Biggest gaps appear for climate-related development. Filling this gap could 
be important for addressing climate adaptation in Pacific SIDS.



Issues/Future Work
On the governance side:

1. How priorities/entry points are 
selected?

2. Institutionalizing/incentivizing 
participation, ensuring a balance 
of power/political economy.

3. Identifying stakeholder SDG 
responsibilities

On the technical side:

1. Improving the accuracy of the 
assessment: recent data, 
disaggregated data, indicator 
relevancy, contextual linkages

2. Feasibility/data availability
3. Measuring interactions and weighting

linkages
4. Tools and participatory methods for 

mapping SDG linkages



Some recommendations

• Can use dashboards of indicators to identify and coordinate key stakeholders for 
integrated implementation. 

• In settings with limited data availability, participatory approaches can be used to 
map linkages between SDGs and assess challenges (see Egbende 2022).

• Rather than appearing as a separate policy area, the SDGs should be used as a 
holistic framework to enable an integrated approaches in sectoral policy areas.

• Partnerships offer an institutional arrangement to bring together key 
stakeholders and negotiate joint actions that can be flexibly incorporated into 
different governance frameworks at national/local level.

• The multilateral system should assess the coherence of its own development 
initiatives and support national/local authority’s efforts to build integrated 
partnerships/provide expertise and capacity training. 



How to enable integrated approached



Open access journal articles



Thank you!

Emails:

horand3@tcd.ie 

david.horan@stakeholderforum.org


