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Source: CRED. Human cost of disasters- An overview of the last 20 years 2000-2019

1. Introduction



Why are disasters increasing?
▪ The global population growth and urbanization
▪ Impact of climate change

o Rising temperature & sea level

Increase of extreme events
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1. Introduction



Source: Presentation of Petteri Taalas, Professor, Secretary-General, World Meteorological Organization (WMO), High-level Symposium on “Integrated Water Cycle 
Management in the post-COVID-19 era” at the 9th International Conference on Flood Management (ICFM9) in GRIPS, Tokyo, Japan on February 18th, 2023
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1. Introduction



Global sea level rising at an increasing rate

Source: Presentation of Petteri Taalas, Professor, Secretary-General, World Meteorological Organization (WMO), High-level Symposium on “Integrated Water Cycle 
Management in the post-COVID-19 era” at the 9th International Conference on Flood Management (ICFM9) in GRIPS, Tokyo, Japan on February 18th, 2023
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Source: Presentation of Petteri Taalas, Professor, Secretary-General, World Meteorological Organization (WMO), High-level Symposium on “Integrated Water Cycle 
Management in the post-COVID-19 era” at the 9th International Conference on Flood Management (ICFM9) in GRIPS, Tokyo, Japan on February 18th, 2023
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Source: Presentation of Petteri Taalas, Professor, Secretary-General, World Meteorological Organization (WMO), High-level Symposium on “Integrated Water Cycle 
Management in the post-COVID-19 era” at the 9th International Conference on Flood Management (ICFM9) in GRIPS, Tokyo, Japan on February 18th, 2023
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2. How Disaster Risk Reduction would be Addressed
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The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction2-1. Global Level
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DRR in Global Agendas2-1. Global Level



Source: Presentation of Petteri Taalas, Professor, Secretary-General, World Meteorological Organization (WMO), High-level Symposium on “Integrated Water Cycle 
Management in the post-COVID-19 era” at the 9th International Conference on Flood Management (ICFM9) in GRIPS, Tokyo, Japan on February 18th, 2023

Early Warning for All

The UN Global Early Warning 
Initiative for the Implementation of 
Climate Adaptation
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2-1. Global Level



Source: Presentation of Petteri Taalas, Professor, Secretary-General, World Meteorological Organization (WMO), High-level Symposium on “Integrated Water Cycle 
Management in the post-COVID-19 era” at the 9th International Conference on Flood Management (ICFM9) in GRIPS, Tokyo, Japan on February 18th, 2023
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2-1. Global Level



Source: Presentation of Petteri Taalas, Professor, Secretary-General, World Meteorological Organization (WMO), High-level Symposium on “Integrated Water Cycle 
Management in the post-COVID-19 era” at the 9th International Conference on Flood Management (ICFM9) in GRIPS, Tokyo, Japan on February 18th, 2023
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2-1. Global Level
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2-2. Regional Level



Signing Partnership Agreement between HELP/GRIPS and 
UNCRD/DESA 

in International Symposium on Water and Culture Symposium Organizers: HELP/GRIPS, UNCRD/DESA, ICOMOS
● Hosts: Dr. Han Seung-soo, Chair of HELP, Mr. Akihiko Tanaka, President of GRIPS and Mr.

Kazushige Endo, Director of UNCRD
● Signing Ceremony between GRIPS and DESA for hosting UNCRD Tokyo Satellite Office
● Message by Mr. Lie Zhenmin, UN-USG and Head of DESA
● Panel-discussion titled “Learning from Water Heritage to Innovate Regional Development”

Source: Presentations of Kenzo Hiroki, Professor, National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies(GRIPS), Japan;and Coordinator, High-level Experts and 
Leaders Panel on Water and Disasters(HELP) at UNCRD 50th Anniversary Commemorative Event Organized by UNCRD on 23 February 2022
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2-2. Regional Level



Source: Presentation of Petteri Taalas, Professor, Secretary-General, World Meteorological Organization (WMO), High-level Symposium on “Integrated Water Cycle 
Management in the post-COVID-19 era” at the 9th International Conference on Flood Management (ICFM9) in GRIPS, Tokyo, Japan on February 18th, 2023
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2-3. National Level



Source: Presentation of Petteri Taalas, Professor, Secretary-General, World Meteorological Organization (WMO), High-level Symposium on “Integrated Water Cycle 
Management in the post-COVID-19 era” at the 9th International Conference on Flood Management (ICFM9) in GRIPS, Tokyo, Japan on February 18th, 2023
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2-3. National Level
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Making Cities Resilient 2030 (MCR2030)

2-4. Local Level



1. The number of natural disasters has been increasing in 
recent years and their impact has been expanding. How to 
reduce disaster risk requires significant attention.

2. Effective disaster risk reduction requires joint efforts at 
the global, regional, national, and local levels.
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3. Summary



Thank you very much for your attention.

Director, United Nations Centre for Regional Development 
(UNCRD)

Kazushige Endo


