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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS



What is Sustainable Development?

• Development that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to meet 
their own needs (Brundtland 1987- Our Common Future)

• Three Dimensions of SD

*Poverty and Environment are so interconnected:
Poverty is a cause and a symptom of environmental degradation



Planetary Boundary Crisis



The Millennium Declaration at the Millennium 
Summit  New York, 6-8 Sept, 2000 

UN Photo Eskinder Debebe

In September 2000, World leaders adopted the 
United Nations Millennium Declaration, to reduce extreme 
poverty and setting out a series of time-bound targets -
with a deadline of 2015 - that have become known as the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 



The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)



Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
(and their 169 targets)



SDGs’ holistic approach:
(universal and integrated Agenda)

5 elements underpinning the Agenda 2030
The Goals are meant to stimulate action over the next 11 years in 5 areas of critical importance:

• People
• Planet
• Prosperity
• Peace (and 

Justice)
• Partnership



The 7 People Goals: 1 to 7



The 5 Prosperity Goals: 8 to 12



The 3 Planet Goals: 13 -15



The Peace & Justice Goal (16)



The Partnership Goal (17)



Planet   *    People  * Prosperity

Source: Stockholm Resilience Center



SDGs as an Integrated System
(a network of targets?)

Sourc e: David  Le Blanc , “ Towards Integra tion a t Last? The SDGs as a  Network of Targets,”  Rio+20 Working Paper 4 
https:/ / susta inab ledevelopment.un.org / c ontent/ doc uments/ 1613SDGs%20as%20a %20network%20of%20targets%20Rio20%20working%20pa pers%20.p d f



David  Le Blanc ’s elabora tion of ICSU, ISSC (2015), Review of the Susta inab le Goa ls: The 
Sc ienc e Perspec tive.
Sourc e: David  Le Blanc , “ Towards Integra tion a t Last? The SDGs as a  Network of 
Targets,”  DESA Working Paper No. 141
https:/ / susta inab ledevelopment.un.org / c ontent/ doc uments/ 1613SDGs%20as%20a %20network%20of%20targets%20Rio

SDGs as an Integrated System:
A Scientists’ Perspective



SDGs as an Integrated System

7.1
7.2

7.3

Energy

Sourc e: adap ted  from David  Le Blanc , “ Towards Integra tion a t Last? The SDGs as a  Network of Targets,”  Rio+20 Working 
Paper 4 
https:/ / susta inab ledevelopment.un.org / c ontent/ doc uments/ 1613SDGs%20as%20a %20network%20of%20targets%20Rio20%20working%20pa pers%20.p d f



SDG 7’s linkages with other SDGs in the 3 Dimensions 
of Sustainable Development



Means of 
Implementation
Finance
Capacity
Governance
Science and Technology



Silo
• A silo is a structure for storing bulk materials. 

Silos are used in agriculture to store grain.

• What is a silo in business terms?  It occurs 
when departments or management groups do 
not share information, goals, tools, priorities 
and processes with other departments.

• The silo mentality is believed to impact 
operations, reduce employee morale and may 
contribute to the overall failure of a company 
or its products and culture.

19



2030 Agenda  
Follow-up  and  review a rc hitec ture



UN High-level Politic a l Forum 
on Susta inab le Development (HLPF)



HLPF Timeline



2019 Proc ess for SDGs and  Clima te

09-18 July 2019

23 Sep 2019

24 – 25 Sept 2019

2 – 13 Dec 2019

2020 
2nd Generation
NDCs and PA enter into 
force



Volunta ry Na tion Reviews (2016 – 2020)

2020 year: 29 Countries

2019 year: 47 Countries

2018 year: 46 Countries

2017 year: 43 Countries

2016 year: 22 Countries
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