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What are the problems?

Losing 
species 

Losing 
ecosystems



Ecosystems and 
ecosystem services 

• “Ecosystems services 
are the benefits that 
people obtain from 
ecosystems.” 
(Millennium Ecosystem 
Assessment 2003)



We are in the midst of 6th mass extinction

The sixth mass 

extinction is driven 
by human activity

©downtoearth.org.in



The global Living Planet Index between 1970 
and 2016 

©WWF/ZSL 2020





Habitat loss and degradation 

© Reuters



Deforestation



Over-exploitation, illegal 
hunting, taking and trading

© Diblomassi



How many species are traded across the world?

© Our World in 
Data



Invasive species



Situation of invasive alien species 

Global map of the number of invasive alien species (IAS) per country

Source: Anna J. Turbelin 2016



$1 Trillion lost due to species invasion

Source: Nature, 2021



This is not we want in our future ….

© TrashOut



SDG 15: 

Protect, restore and promote sustainable use 
of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 
forests, combat desertification, and halt and 
reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity 
loss.



GOAL 15: LIFE ON LAND



GOAL 15: LIFE ON LAND

Tackling habitat loss and degradation 



GOAL 15: LIFE ON LAND

Tackling Over-exploitation, illegal hunting, taking and trading



GOAL 15: LIFE ON LAND

Tackling species invasion



GOAL 15: LIFE ON LAND

15.9 By 2020, integrate 
ecosystem and 
biodiversity values into 
national and local 
planning, development 
processes, poverty 
reduction strategies 
and accounts.



East Asian – Australasian Flyway 
Partnership (EAAFP)

©Ayuwat Jearwattanakanok



There are 9 major flyways in the world 



The situation in EAA Flyway

Source: MacKinnon et al. 2012 IUCN Situation Analysis Yellow Sea

EAA Flyway

50 million migratory waterbirds

> 210 species

34 globally threatened & 19     

Near Threatened

9% annual declining rate of 

some shorebirds



Threats

© Birds Korea© Zou Fasheng

©Wetlands international © Jan van de Kam



East Asian – Australasian Flyway Partnership (EAAFP)

The Partnership provides a flyway-wide framework to promote dialogue, 
cooperation and collaboration between a range of stakeholders at all levels to 

conserve migratory waterbirds and their habitats, and livelihood of local 
communities in the East Asian – Australasian Flyway (EAAF)



Our objectives

DEVELOP

the Flyway Site Network of international importance 

for the conservation of migratory waterbirds

BUILD

Habitat and waterbird management capacity of natural 

resource managers, decision makers and local 

stakeholders

ENHANCE

Flyway research and monitoring activities, build 

knowledge and promote exchange of information on 

waterbirds and their habitats

Communication, Education and Participation and 

Awareness (CEPA) of the values of migratory 

waterbirds and their habitats

ENHANCE

DEVELOP

Especially for priority species and habitats, flyway wide 

approaches to enhance the conservation status of migratory 

waterbirds© Lee Kisup



39 Partners of EAAFP

INTERGOVERNMNETAL 
ORGANISATIONS (6) 

INTERNATIONAL 
NGOs (13)

INTERNATIONAL
ORGANISATION (1)

PRIVATE SECTOR (1)

GOVERNMENT 
PARTNERS (18)



Working 

groups

Task 

Forces
Dalmatian Pelican Task 
Force

EAAFP Working Groups and Task Forces

Illegal Hunting, 

Taking and Trade of 

Migratory Waterbirds 
Task Force



Flyway Network Sites:   
151 from 19 countries

1000+ Important sites for 
migratory waterbirds

- Aim: To make sure 
the sites are 
sustainably managed 
to support the 
survival of migratory 
waterbirds

- Meeting criteria 
of a Ramsar Site 

- Designated by 
Government



Mechanisms that EAAFP work towards target 15.9 

INTERGOVERNMNETAL 
ORGANISATIONS (6) 

INTERNATIONAL
ORGANISATION (1)

GOVERNMENT 
PARTNERS (18)



How to foster conservation actions

Mechanisms 

2. Bilateral Migratory Bird Agreements 

- Ro Korea, Japan, China, Russia, Australia

3. Conventions



Successful conservation of global waterbird 
populations depends on effective governance

Amano at el. 2018 Nature.

Language 
barrier

Lack of 
inter-

agency 
coopera-

tion

Lack of 
funding

Bureau-
cracy

Lack of 
capacity

Lack of 
awareness



Regional Flyway Initiative (RFI)



Conserving 
wetlands and 

migratory 
waterbirds 

also 
contribute to 
other SDGs

© Baz Scampion



How you can help 
conservation 

• No matter which subjects 
you are studying, there will 
always be a potential links 
between your field of study 
and the conservation of 
wetlands and migratory birds.  



Join EAAFP



Thank you!


