
SDGs: five years to go
• Stagnation in the face of 

multiple crises
15% of achievement, 5/36 

on track in 2023 GSDR
Some positive trends 
But slowing down, or 

reversal of progress since 
2019

Latest report showed 18% 
on track with additional 
17% moderate progress 
(total 35%)

• Future crises are 
anticipated 
- be prepared



VNR presented at the UN
• Japan model for stakeholder 

participation
Independent Stakeholder Evaluation
Criticism on the on-going policies 

included
• Democratic participatory process
Governmental Stakeholder 

Roundtable→Stakeholder 
Meeting→Public comment

• Government of Japan “determined to 
work on the SDGs and lead beyond 
SDGs discussion”
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Heng GUAN (2025)

• ６５％ of the 
SDG targets 
require actions 
by local 
governmnets
（OECD)

• 408 VLRs from 
64 Countries

• 215 SDGs Future 
Cities, and 75 
model projects in 
Japan
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https://aqua.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/ 4

Climate 
Change

Poverty
Insufficiency

High Energy Consumption Low Energy Consumption

Earth Commission (2025)

Narrow corridor for humanity and the planet
Need to move before it becomes narrower



Transformations in need, and possible
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How to make 
transformations?



Pact for the Future in September 2025 calls for the 2027 SDG 
Summit to discuss advancing development goals beyond 2030

Beyond 2030
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• What do we learn from the experience of SDGs (and MDGs)?
• Beyond GDP as Principle and Visions: how to measure the impact and 

progress?
• Well-being, Regeneration, AI, Outer space … where and how do new issues, 

concepts and ideas fit into the new agenda?
• Time-frame: 2050, 2075, 2100…



Public-Private Forum on Beyond SDGs
kick-off on the side of Osaka EXPO

• Extremely high expectations from population in Japan

• Multi-stakeholder: Business, Finance, Youth, NGOs, Academia, 

Media and Policy Makers (National and Local)

• Beyond SDGs regarded as an opportunity rather than risks
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