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Session 1

Status of Implementmg the SDGs Locally:
Progress, Gaps, and Challenges
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S e S S iO n 1 Significant local advancements in SDG 11 (sustainable cities)
highlight progress in urban sustainability, but gaps such as

iInsufficient funding and public awareness hinder broader

Sta tus O f Imp le me Ilt 1ng achievements across other SDGs.
the SDGs Loca Hy . Electoral transitions present unique opportunities and

challenges for sustainable development; local governments

Pro gIress, Ga PS, d nd play a critical role in maintaining policy stability and
integrating SDGs into new political frameworks.
Challenges ™" P

Strengthening national frameworks to better support local
authorities includes improving policy coherence, increasing
financial transfers, and enhancing capacity-building efforts to
empower local and regional governance.
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S e S S iO n 1 Leveraging support from established national and regional
localization platforms and networks) are important to support

localization efforts.

Status of Imple menting
the SDGs Loca Hy . Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs) and Voluntary Subnational

Reviews are important tools to support localization and can

PrO g I'cSS, Ga p S, d nd identify local contributions to SDG progress and priorities for
Challe nges action to achieve targets
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Challenges
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Aligning local strategies with the Sustainable Development
Goals and ensuring vertical integration between local and
national governments are essential for maximizing synergies
and addressing interconnected challenges effectively.

Localization of the Sustainable Development Goals requires
moving beyond piecemeal and siloed development and
environmental actions to strengthening multi-level
governance and the capacity and resources of local
government to implement inclusive integrated urban
development that is informed and supported by multiple
stakeholders.
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Session 2

Breaking the Local Government Finance Gridlock -
Investment Pathways to Achieve the SDGs at
Localand RegionalLevels
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Local Government Finance is Development Finance. National
governments should recognize that leveraging the

. comparative advantage of their local governments is a
Bre d klng the I—'O Ccd 1 pathway to accelerating national development. This is

GOV e rnme Ilt Fina nce Imperative given the rate of urbanization and the financing

gap for the required sustainable infrastructure. National

GI’ 1d 10 Ck - IHV e Stme nt balance sheets are unable to carry this burden and more

should be done to build local fiscal space and financial

Pa thW a y S tO Achie Ve autonomy to mobilize the required funding and financing.

There is one national economy and national wealth is

the S DGS a t I_D Ca 1 a nd generated across the territory therefore there is no zero-sum

game or competition between different levels of territorial

Re 210114 1 leve IS governance and administration. In this context areas for

Improving the ecosystem for local government finance that,
boosts national development include.. =3
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Deploying fiscal transfers from central to local government as
development funding in addition to recurrent funding. This

B k . h 1 could be for areas such as climate adaptation where local
rea 1ng the I—D ca governments have a clear mandate and greater effectiveness.

GOV ernme nt Fina nce The use of expenditure trackers and budget codes can

support this. Some countries have constitutional provisions

Gr 1d 10 Ck - InV C Stme nt or legislation in place with formulas for allocation of central

fiscal expenditure across territorial and administrative

Pathways to Achieve duvisions.
the SDGs at Localand
Regionallevels
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Local governments should be supported in their efforts to
raise revenue, this can be complemented by revenue sharing
from central to local government. This leverages the efficiency

Bre d klﬂg the I—D Ca 1 of central tax collection but shares a portion of this revenue to

local governments. Other innovations in revenue collection

GOV CIrnme nt Flna nee such as better use of assets and such as deploying of digital
GI’ 1d 1() Ck - IHV c Stme nt technology should be supported.

Pathways to Achieve
the SDGs at Localand
Regional Levels

AV
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Public private partnerships and city friendly investment funds
should be encouraged to bridge the investment gap for
sustainable infrastructure. This requires the legislative

Bre d klﬂg the I—D Cd 1 environment and the technical and legal capacity at both

local and national levels to engage with private partners

GOV CINme nt Flna nce whilst protecting the public interest. Sectors such as
GI’ 1d 10 Ck - InV e Stme nt transport, waste management and digital infrastructure are

. good candidates.
Pathways to Achieve

the SDGs at Localand
Regional Levels
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Domestic capital markets should be mobilized to support
local infrastructure investment. This has the advantage of

. strengthening local currencies and avoiding additional debt
Bre d klng the I—'O Ccd 1 burden on sovereign balance sheets. There are encouraging
. trends in this direction and local leadership is required to
GOV cIrnme nt Flna nec Increase the examples of municipal infrastructure bonds. In
Gr 1d 10 Ck _ IHV e Stme nt some cases this requires regulatory reform (for instance to
create the legal autonomy required to issue a bond).

Pathways to Achieve
the SDGs at Localand

Regional Levels
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Guarantee schemes should be developed to support local
governments in mobilizing the required investment. Such

Breaking the Local ot omm e e o
Government Finance iy Sher copia deposts tonards tooal mfrastrostare.
Gr 1d 10 Ck _ IIlV e Stme nt One such guarantee scheme is currently under development.
Pathways to Achieve
the SDGs at Localand

Regional Levels

AV
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Taken together, this ecosystem approach to financing urban
development will contribute to bridging the financing gap for

. the necessary investments identified during the International
Breaking the Local -

Mayors Forum. It is recommended that these five areas are

: identified and promoted at the HLFP 2024 and in the
GOV cInme nt Flna nee upcoming Financing for Development framework.
Gridlock - Investment

Pathways to Achieve
the SDGs at Localand

Regional Levels
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Session 3

Leveraging the Six Key Transitions: Investment
Pathways to Achieve the SDGs Locally - Digital
Government, Smart Cities, and Inclusion
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[everaging the Six Key
Transitions: Inve stment
Pathways to Achieve
the SDGs Locally -
Digital Government,
Smart Cities, and
Inclusion
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Digital government initiatives and smart city technologies
have significantly accelerated SDG achievements by
enhancing service delivery, improving governance, and
ensuring better citizen engagement.

Successful cases from peri-urban and rural areas
demonstrate that technology can drastically improve basic
services, highlighting the importance of scalability and
adaptability in tech solutions.

Digital inclusion must be prioritised to ensure that
advancements in smart city and digital government initiatives
do not widen existing disparities but rather benefit all
community members, especially the vulnerable and
marginalised.
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I_ﬁ vera g 1ng the S iX Ke y There are challenges on digital governments, including limited

access to high-speed internet, insufficient technical expertise

Tra nsit iQnS : InV c Stme nt and privacy and security concerns. Therefore, the digital gaps

) need to be minimized.
Pathways to Achieve
the SDGS LO ca Hy _ Traditional funding sources like government budget has

proven over the years to be insufficient, necessitating

o Innovative financing mechanisms and strong public-
Dlg lt d 1 GOV.e ?nme nt ? private partnerships.
Smart Cities, and

Inclusion S

yL




",

2024 INTERNATIONAL g woflf et LOCAL 2030¢ .@

\ L/
t} ECONOMIC AND Local Governments

w” MAYORS FORUM SO0 ATFARS o L i

\\
7TT\

Session 4

Investment Pathways to Achieve the SDGs Locally
- Triple Planetary Crisis and the Just Energy
Transition
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Session 4
InV e stment Pa thW a y S to Local efforts to address the triple planetary crisis should be

supported by comprehensive national policies and

A Chie \VA the S DGS frameworks that enable effective local action and ensure

) resource allocation is optimised for environmental
Locally - Triple sustainabity.
Pla ne ta I‘y Cris iS a nd the Implementing tools that prioritise multiplier effects across

the SDGs can significantly enhance efforts to tackle climate

JLISt Ene I‘gy Tra nSit i()n change, biodiversity loss, and pollution at the local level.

LN

’A A‘

féb




W, 2024 INTERNATIONAL @ St — ﬁ i L"’*CAL 2030 1
..15,'5‘ MAYORS FORUM SOCIAL AFFAIRS ey Swn

S e S S iO n 4 Inclusive and Just Energy Transition: Just and inclusive energy

transitions are crucial; local governments must ensure that
policies and investments support equitable and sustainable

IHV ¢stment Pa thW d y S to community benefits, focusing on the needs of marginalised
A Chie Ve the S DGS groups. Ensuring a just and inclusive energy transition

requires engaging communities in decision-making, providing

I_.O ca Hy _ Tr 1p le targeted support for marginalized groups, and promoting

equitable access to green jobs and clean energy

Pla ne ta ry Cris is a nd the technologies. National and local collaboration is essential to
o create sustainable and inclusive energy systems.
Just Energy Transition

Developing common yet contextualized urban mitigation
actions is expected to yield significant benefits for the
selected airsheds, enhancing cooperation among national

...-
T

and subnational authorities. —
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Investment Pathways to
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Locally - Triple
Planetary Crisis and the
Just Energy Transition
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Climate change adaptation measures should be integrated
with mitigation and climate and SDG finance integrated too
ensuring local tracking of results.

Innovative Waste Management for Pollution Reduction: Local
governments can significantly reduce pollution and advance

SDG targets through innovative waste management practices.

Implementing technologies for implementation and
monitoring, utilizing technologies for optimized waste
collection routes, and recycling programs driven by
community engagement can lead to more efficient and
effective waste management systems. Collaboration with
national governments and private sectors, alongside public
education campaigns, ensures a comprehensive approach to
tackling waste and pollution, promoting a cleaner, healthier=
environment for all.
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S e S S iO n 4 Promoting circularity, local stakeholder engagement and

public-private partnerships for waste management is crucial
to addressing the growing waste pollution crises in many

IHV c Stme nt Pa thW d y S tO countries globally, given the significant economic, social,
Achie ve the SDGS health and environmental impacts.

Locally - Triple
Planetary Crisis and the
Just Energy Transition
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Session 5

Country Experiences Implementing Multi-Level
Governance to Achieve the SDGs
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Country Experiences
Imple menting Multi-

Ilevel Governance to
Achieve the SDGs

(73 DEPARTMENT OF -~ uaiG United Cities and ™) gy,
{4E# ! ECONOMIC AND @ u Kaichl Govimunedsith LC %ﬁh 3"9%0 { 't‘*v“

S"0F 50CIAL AFFAIRS ASPAC Asia-Pacific

Multi-level governance is enhanced by robust participatory
processes such as bottom-up planning and participatory
budgeting, which improve transparency and stakeholder
involvement in decision-making.

Addressing complex crises like climate change through multi-
level governance can leverage localised knowledge and foster
cooperation across government tiers, leading to more
effective and sustainable outcomes.

Tools like Indonesia's e-Musrembang process show how
digital transformation can significantly enhance governance
and financial management, streamlining processes and
improving policy implementation at multiple levels.
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Session 6

Measuring, Monitormg, and Evaluatmg SDG
Localization
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Measuring, Monitoring,
and Evaluating SDG
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Overcoming challenges in data collection and monitoring at
the local level is essential for accurately assessing SDG
progress and guiding adaptive policy measures.

Incorporating innovative tools and technologies in local
government practices can enhance capabilities for effective
measurement and monitoring of SDGs, ensuring that
progress is tracked and policies are evidence-based.

The outcomes from monitoring and evaluation should be
strategically used to inform policy adjustments and optimise
SDG strategies, facilitating continuous improvement and
adaptation of local actions to meet global targets.
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Innovative Data Collection and Monitoring: Local
governments must overcome challenges in collecting reliable
data for SDG localization by utilizing innovative tools like GIS,
mobile apps, and sensors. Building partnerships and
Investing in data literacy and robust management systems are
crucial for accurate measurement and monitoring of progress
towards SDGs.

Participatory Planning and Budgeting: Strengthening bottom-
up planning and participatory budgeting practices enhances
multi-level governance and empowers citizens in decision-
making processes. Transparent communication and
collaboration across government levels, supported by digital
platforms, lead to more effective and responsive local =
governance, driving better SDG outcomes.
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S e S S iO n 6 The Local2030 Coalition, a UN platform, supports the delivery
of SDGs at the local level by coordinating efforts with 14 UN

entities, national governments, local and regional

Me d Surlng ? MOIllt Orlng s>  governments, businesses, community-based organisations,
a nd EV a lua tlng SDG and other local actors. Local2030 aids local leaders in

developing and sharing solutions, overcoming bottlenecks,
” ” and implementing strategies to advance SDGs. As a

I'D cd hza tl()n Local2030Hub, the Local2030 Island Network contributes by
building technical capacities and deepening understanding of
relevant themes to support innovative action. The Local2030
Hubs are crucial for raising the priority of SDG localisation
within the UN system. Participants at the International Mayors
Forum were encouraged to support the Local2030 Coalition
and enhance engagement between local governments,
Local2030 Hubs, and the UN system. -
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Session 7

SDG Localization Champions and Voluntary Local
Reviews Dialogue
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Engagement and Collaboration: SDG Localization

S e S S 10 Il 7 Champions have successfully engaged national leaders,

stakeholders, including communities, private sectors, and

S DG I_,O CcCa liza ti()n civil society, through transparent communication and

. inclusive participation. Strategies like public consultations,
Cha mpi1ons 4a Ild stakeholder workshops, and cross-sector partnerships have

been pivotal. These approaches not only build consensus but

V O lunt d ry I-D cd 1 also ensure that diverse perspectives contribute to the VLR

R . D 1 process, making the outcomes more comprehensive and
CVICWS 14 10 gue widely supported.
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Innovative Solutions to Challenges: Addressing common
challenges like data scarcity and stakeholder engagement
has led cities to adopt innovative solutions such as advanced
data management technologies and digital platforms for
community involvement, enhancing local governance
capabilities.

Learning and Adaptation: Viewing VLRs as tools for
continuous learning and adaptation helps cities tailor their
strategies effectively. Sharing these experiences in forums
promotes collective learning and supports global and local
alignment in achieving SDGs.
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