
United Nations Decade on Ecosystem 
Restoration (2021-2030)



Background

➢ UN General Assembly resolution A/RES/73/284:

"To prevent, halt and reverse the degradation of ecosystems worldwide"

➢ UNEP and FAO invited to 

“lead the implementation of the Decade, in collaboration with the secretariats of 

the Rio conventions, other relevant multilateral environmental agreements and 

entities of the United Nations system […]”

➢ Strategy: build more political will for restoration through 'New Power'

➢ Focus on enhancing and supporting existing restoration commitments and 

implementation of Rio Conventions and the Sustainable Development Goals

https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/strategy


Launch in June 2021

• Events hosted in over 100 countries, from global 
institutions to restoration leaders on the ground

• Global campaign #GenerationRestoration

• Flagship report: Becoming 
#GenerationRestoration - Ecosystem 
Restoration for people, nature and climate

> Watch video with the highlights

https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/publications/becoming-generationrestoration-ecosystem-restoration-people-nature-and-climate
https://youtu.be/kLz4vPLNHfM


Degradation and 
its consequences



A world where — for the health & wellbeing of all life on Earth & that of future 

generations — the relationship between humans and nature has been 
restored,

where the area of healthy ecosystems is increasing and

where ecosystem loss, fragmentation and degradation has been ended.

Vision 



• Digital hub

• Awareness

• Education

• Ethics

• Economics

• Financing mechanisms

• Leaders as champions

• Legislation and policy

• Cross-sectoral dialogues

• Redirect subsidies

• Design, implement, monitor & 

sustain

• Long-term research

• Lessons learned

• Indigenous knowledge

• Land tenure and FPIC

3 Pathways 

1. A global movement 2. Political will 3. Technical capacity



Benefits 
extend across 
Agenda 2030





Upscaling and replicating existing restoration projects across ecosystems and based on 

10 principles for good ecosystem restoration

Source: The Nature 

Conservancy

Building on existing efforts and experiences  



• The UN Decade aims to share best practices and lessons learned

• 80+ partners across 7 categories

• Partnership framework outlining how your organization can become a partner!

Enhancing technical capacity 

https://www.decadeonrestoration.org/partners
https://wedocs.unep.org/xmlui/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/34121/UNDPF.pdf


• 25 advisors from 
indigenous peoples, local 
communities, ecosystem 
restoration 
experts, to media and 
culture and the private 
sectors.

• Check out Introductory 
video

Advisory board

https://youtu.be/2VqZLqyYh44


Communication Strategy

A networked approach that...

Connects hundreds of selected global partners…

To thousands of local implementers…

Reaching hundreds of millions across the globe

Building on insights from New Power to strengthen 
ownership and celebrate existing efforts by and within 
countries

Messaging - Positive and inclusive antidote to climate 
anxiety while inspiring a new #GenerationRestoration

Innovations - An interactive digital home for the Decade to 
communicate, support and scale action on the ground



Visual Identity

Share it. 

Adapt it. 

Make it your 
own!



Resources & Contacts

UNEP restorationdecade@un.org FAO decade-on-restoration@fao.org

The Ecosystem Restoration Playbook – a practical guide 

to healing the planet

FAO Position paper on “Ecosystem Restoration” of 

production ecosystems, in the context of the UN Decade

10 Restoration Principles to guide the Ecosystem 

Restoration through the Decade (by FAO, IUCN CEM, SER)

More...visit www.decadeonrestoration.org for news, 

publications, videos, and communication resources

Contacts

mailto:restorationdecade@un.org
mailto:decade-on-restoration@fao.org
http://www.decadeonrestoration.org/


Key Messages

• Healthy and productive ecosystems are the basis for our economy and society

• Conservation of nature no longer enough – we must actively restore for any chance 

to achieve the SDGs

• We might be close to natural tipping points or ‘points of no return’ on climate change

• Nature must be part of an all-out decarbonization effort. Nature-based solutions 

have benefits beyond climate action 

• NbS including restoration are no longer ‘nice to have’ but essential for 1.5C/2C

• Repurposing fossil fuel & agriculture subsidies can provide significant climate finance

• What is needed now: political will for transformative change 

• There is a growing global restoration movement underway. Join the movement!



Join #GenerationRestoration
tag all your restoration related activities



Join #GenerationRestoration

Contact: 

restorationdecade@un.org

Thank you 

mailto:restorationdecade@un.org

