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Theme: Sustainable Development Governance: Is it Fit for Purpose?
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What kind of structures would be most conducive to achieve policy coherence, 
collaborative approaches and coordination to achieve sustainable development?

• Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development (PCSD) is almost a proxy for 
sustainability governance: If PCSD is good, it generates better governance 
frameworks for all SDGs

• The 8 domains (UNEP) or Principles (OECD) cover many key governance 
challenges:

1. Institutionalised Political Commitment /Political Commitment & Leadership

2. Long-term considerations / Strategic Long-term Vision

3. Interministerial and cross-sectoral coordination / Whole-of-Government Coordination

4. Participatory processes / Stakeholder Engagement

5. Integration of the three dimensions of sust. development, assessment of policy effects and 

linkages / Policy Integration

6. Consultation and coordination across government levels / Sub-national Engagement

7. Monitoring and reporting for policy coherence / Monitoring, Reporting and Evaluation

8. Financial resources and tools / Policy and Financing Impacts
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The PCSD indicator 17.14.1
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Examples of PCSD-stimulating structures and mechanisms:

1. Integration in an SD 
strategy or action 
plan, and/or separate 
PCSD Action Plan

3. Participation in global 
Community of 
Practice (UNEP with 
OECD, Launch 10 Nov 
2022)

2. Interministerial 
(high-level) 
Coordination 
Team
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Applying the indicator with a self-assessment tool (UNREP)
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Linking PCSD to individual SDGs can give insight in typical governance challenges  

Source (forthcoming): Ingeborg Niestroy, 
Publication Reflecting on SDTF 21-22
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How can CEPA’s 11 principles achieve sustainable development governance fit for purpose?

• Use the principles to test new 
strategies/policies/action plans:
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What are the roles of governments and those of stakeholders in achieving the SDGs?

A shift is taking place:

From: Governments central and stakeholders in 
partnerships with governments

To: Policentrism, pluriformity and meta-governance 
(governance style mixtures and steering mechanisms) 
at all levels

But:
➢ The poli-crisis brought back governments in full 

power – as long as there are crises, they don’t 
want stakeholder involvement

➢ Where governments focus on crisis 
management, stakeholders have to tackle more 
with complex, wicked problems.
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One issue and one recommendation on fitness of current governance for 
sustainable development

1. If we needed one headline indicator representing PCSD, it would be the one on 
mechanisms for horizontal coordination between ministries/departments, to change silo 
mentality into collaboration

[Point of attention: if a ministry sees no silos it might be that they work in isolation (e.g. 
ministry of agriculture, or defense)] 



louismeuleman@ps4sd.eu 10

One issue and one recommendation on fitness of current governance for 
sustainable development

2. Five ‘i’ s to work harder on:

• Insight -> mindsets, the cultural dimension, silo thinking

• Influence -> power/influence relations are a reality

• Instruments -> tools to guide towards PCSD and measure progress

• Innovation -> of policies, governance, partnerships

• Information -> better knowledge on drivers of policy incoherence is important
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