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1950s-60s 2020s

Korean War(1950~1953), Poverty & Hunger 13th(2022) Largest economy in the world



The Chaotic States of Korean Peninsula(1950s)

Orphan Refugees in Korean War Food-aid



ROK, a Country of Hope(2020s)

13th(2022) Largest economy in the world

Smart farming

Agricultural machinery



• Food shortage and food aid: Efforts to enhance agricultural 

production, land development

• Creation of owner farming through ‘Farm Land Reform’

• Increased productivity through ‘Green Revolution’ → Rice 

Self-sufficiency

• Saemaul Movement(1970s)

• The era of ‘White Revolution’ through commercialized 

agriculture in horticultural sector (greenhouse)



• Accelerate opening and reform of the agricultural market to enhance 

Korea’s national competitiveness with the signing of the UR

Agreement and FTAs with major countries

• Establish a social safety net for increasing farm income and 

promoting rural development with the direct payment system

• “The 6th Industry” (farming + processing + tourism)

• Agricultural export: from domestic to new export markets

• Smart agriculture



1960s 2020s

“Tongil” rice 
Development

Protected

Green house

Year-round supply of vegetable

Value creation

Green Revolution

1960s ~ 1970s

White Revolution

1980s ~ 1990s

Quality + Value 
Revolution

2000s ~

Self-sufficiency of staple crops
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• GDP share of AFF Sector

✓ from 29% (1970) → 8.4% (1990) → 4.3% (2000) → 2.4% (2010) → less than 2% (2020)

• Between 1970 and 2022

✓ GNI: 770 times increase

✓ GNI of AFF sector 48 times increase

• Farm population

✓ 14.4 million (1970) → 2.2 million (2020)



▪ Years taken for the agricultural GDP to be reduced from 40% to 5%

Korea

Japan

U.S.A

5 European contries 120 years

95 years

75 years

30 years

Share of Agriculture in GDP Share of Agriculture in Employment

40% time Point of 7% time Years taken Point of 40% time Point of 16% time Years taken

United Kingdom 1788 1901 113 1800 1868 68

Netherlands 1800 1965 165 1855 1957 102

United States 1854 1950 96 1897 1950 53

Germany 1866 1958 92 1900 1942 42

Japan 1896 1969 73 1940 1971 31

Korea 1965 1991 26 1977 1991 14
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Value of Agricultural Production

Value / Value-added of Agricultural Production
(Unit : Billion USD) 

2000 20222005 2010 2015 2020 2021

29.3

53.6

46.544.9 44.2

35.4 37.6

27.5

33.7
29.029.3

24.5

32.4

22.2

Production value

Value-added



Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)Exports : $ 8.8 billion (2022) Imports : $ 48.5 billion (2022)

8,824
(2022)

116%

48,571
(2022)

118%

932 4,508 4,292513



Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)

Rice

Pork

Beef

Chicken

6.3%
5.2%
2.4%

35.0%
Share in the value of agricultural production

16.1%

13.6%

10.5%

4.3 %

2000 20222005 2010 2015 2018 202019951990



Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)Food Crop : 4.4 million tons (2022)

11.6%

3.8

727

(2022)

(2022)



Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)Fruits and Vegetables : 11.8 million tons (2022)

2.02

1.17

0.57 0.49

0.64

1.20



Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)Production value & number of Livestock (2022) 

2022

3,557

11,169

71,560

25,242

17,983

Unit: Million USD
thousand heads



Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)
(Unit : Billion USD) 

Food Industry : $230.6 billion (2021) 
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Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)



Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)

Share of farmers of different age groups (2018)

Changes in farm populations

Farmers aged from 40 to less than 65

38.9% Farmers aged under 40

0.8%

Farmers aged 65 and over

60.3%



Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)Production value & number of Livestock (2018) 
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Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)

▶ Growing concern over the safety of agricultural food products

75% YES

NO

Are domestic agricultural food products safe?             (Gallup Korea, 2017)
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Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)

VISION

GOAL

Background



Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)

· Food self-sufficiency rate: 44.4% (2021) → 55.5%

· Wheat/bean self-sufficiency rate:  1.1% / 23.7% (2021) → 8.0% / 43.5%

· Improve food self-sufficiency 
- Set the target rate of food self-sufficiency
- Transform the existing production and consumption systems for food crops
- Conserve arable land and expand agricultural Infrastructure

· Secure stable domestic food reserves and overseas distribution channels for grains
- Secure stable domestic food reserves and overseas distribution channels for grains



Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)

· Foster 30,000 young farmers 
· Smart agriculture dissemination rate: 

Greenhouses 12.8% → 30%,  Livestock husbandry 19.8% → 30%
· Exports of agri-food products: USD 8.83 billion → 15 billion

· Foster young farmers for the future 
· Transition to sustainable agriculture for the future
- Disseminate smart agriculture - Establish a more climate resilient agri-food system
- Promote R&D innovation and technology entrepreneurship

· Develop future growth engine
- Foster green-bio industry - Promote the food tech industry  
- Increase the export of K-Food+

- Promote companion animal related industries and modernize the systems



Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)

· Budget for the agricultural direct payment system: 
successfully secured about KRW 5 trillion

· Formed an additional agri-food fund worth of KRW 1 trillion 

· Expand the safety net for farm management
- Provide support for the damage incurred by agricultural disasters 
- Respond to agricultural management risks

· Reform the direct payment system
· Improve management conditions of farms
- Reduce the burden of production costs on the farms 
- Attract more private investment in the agri-food sector
- Ensure stable supply of agricultural manpower
- Strengthen economic businesses of agricultural and livestock cooperatives



Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)

· Reduce the distribution costs: 48% → 45%
· Fluctuation rate of major vegetables: 14.4% (2018-22) → 13.4% (2023-27)

· Improve the distribution and supply and demand management systems for agricultural and 
livestock products

- Modernize the existing agri-food distribution channels
- Improve the autonomous supply and demand management system for the agricultural and 

livestock products
- Stabilize supply and demand and the price of major agricultural and livestock products

· Supply of safe and high-quality agri-food products
- Reinforce preliminary safe management of the agri-food products
- Secure consumer trust with the labeling of the country of origin, etc.
- Advance the animal disease control system and reinforce the responsibility of the private sector
- Supply high-quality agri-food products

· Provide food support for the vulnerable and promote local food consumption



Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)

· Satisfaction rate for the quality of life in rural areas: (on a scale from 1 to 10) 5.7 in 2021 → 6.7
· Scale of the rural convergence industry: KRW 2.7 trillion → 5 trillion

· Support restructuring and revitalization of rural areas
- Introduce rural space planning and support rural revitalization
- Improve the settlement conditions in rural areas

· Ensure provision of social services tailored to rural areas
- Support provision of essential living services for rural areas
- Provide support for women farmers and women living in rural areas

· Establish the foundation for rural revitalization
- Diversify farm and rural incomes
- Encourage return to farming and rural areas
- Activate rural exchange and residency programs





Exports : $ 6.9 billion (2018)
◈ Transform the agri-food system into a low-carbon structure to achieve carbon neutrality 

in agriculture and rural areas and promote agricultural sustainability thorough systematic 
management 

＊Korea aims to reduce the emissions in the agricultural and livestock sector by 22.5% (17.2 
million tons) by 2030 compared to 2018 levels (22.2 million tons) 
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$13.5 billion

$12.14 billion
















