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Gabon in sunmrary |

=
Central Africa

Gabon is located in the centre of the west coast of Africa,

straddling the equator and bordered by Equatorial Guinea

&

EQUATORIAL-._
GUINEA

and Cameroon to the north, and the Republic of Congo to the

east and south:

Gabon is a forested country. 80% of its territory is forested,

representing 15% of the forests in the Congo Basin region.

*268 670 km? *950 km of coastline
*2 - 3 M population (50% in Libreville) *Humid tropical climate (+ 2m rainfall/year and 80-
10 000 km? inland water 90% humidity)

*4575 $ GDP per capita



Gabon, a biodiversity hatspat |

Biodiversity Return
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Low

Ecoregions: (a) terrestrial, (b) fresh water,and
(c) marine - coastal

Tear, Timothy et al, (2014). A return-on-investment framework to identify conservation priorities
in Africa. Biological Conservation. 173. 42-52. 10.1016/].biocon.2014.01.028.

Gabon is an important country
when it comes to protecting
biodiversity.

A continental analysis carried out
in 2010 showed that Gabon is the
only country where Africa's
richest terrestrial, freshwater
and marine ecoregions overlap.

This gives Gabon its unique
biodiversity and justifies the need
for conservation of these different
habitat types.



Ramsar sites in Gabon |

Ramsar Site Network Site Name No. Site Designation Area
Ramsar Sites Date (ha)
Wonga-Wongué 351 1986-12-30 396581
Petit Loango 352 1986-12-30 150868
il s Setté Cama 353 1986-12-30 240000
;:RA Parc National Akanda 1652 2007-02-02 54000
G ° Lo Parc National Pongara 1653 2007-02-02 96302
\\“ ¢ e Site Ramsar des Monts Birougou 1654 2007-02-02 536800
r:.,. ‘ 4 Bas Ogooué 1851 2009-02-02 1370000
Ndlddll . Chutes et Rapides sur lvindo 1852 2009-02-02 103333
k | Rapides de MboungouSadouma et de Doumé 1853 20090202 53883
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(http:/www.ramsar.org/) and national park (ANPN) locations.

By joining the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands in 1987, Gabon committed itself to implementing a policy of
sustainable management of these critical ecosystems, which are of major ecological importance to the country. To
date, Gabon has classified a total of nine (9) sites on the list of Ramsar sites of international importance, covering
2.8 million hectares and representing a wide variety of aquatic and wetland ecosystems.



Inventories and national palicies for data collection |

Among the measures recommended to countries adhering to the
Convention on Wetlands is the formulation of national policies
promoting wetland conservation. Unfortunately, Gabon does not yet
have a national wetlands strategy.

In the absence of an ambitious national wetlands' strategy, there is no
national inventory program. As a result, the overall state of knowledge
of wetlands in the national territory remains poor. The little data
available has often focused on certain geographical areas or taxonomic
groups. Information is not always available and is decentralized
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Example of Gap analysis of the state of biodiversity in the 3 Ramsar sites created by the PAZH project in 2016

Tableau 3 : Etat des connaissances pour les sites Ramsar (* = faible,

Inventories and national palicies for data collection |

*% = norma

|, *** = excellent).

Petit Loango/Setté Birougou Bas-Ogooue
Cama

F;ﬂ:re L ,l"r E L oW
Végétation s il * *E
Nombre d’herbiers ol 5 " g
Carte de vegétation Préliminaire Non Oui
Mammiferes WEE: f. * e
DiEEaux ***IIIFJE':I' E £
HEptifEE at ***IIIF#-:HJH E E
amphibiens

Poissons e Gl . e
Insectes ot il . s
Total 19/14 8 17




Inventories and national palicies for data collection |

Example of a project targeting geographical areas and species
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BIODIVERSITE AU GABON ?
Les Zones Clés pour la
Biodiversité (KBA)
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Loy 2ones Oes powr o Brodoversnd (Key Biddversty Area. KBA) 10t des 306t Oul COMIDuent de manere gndaative 3 ls porsntance
de 1 Slodversts mondiale. £n 2076, un 1andand mondal pour Nidentficanion des CIAS fut adopté par TUnion Intermationale pour
Conperaation de ls Nature (UIKNS. Le standand KA fourmt une méthode cbjective, standardinde ot godels pour idensiier let stes
mportants pour Fensemble de b biodveritd [dconyvtbme, erpbom, phodtigue). Un site KBA a3t une sone plographique Blen
déliminte, de terre elfou d'eau. qub Satnlalt sum Critbres ot seuls des KBAS of qui oot pirable on Lant qu'entité unigue ot peut-dire ow
devenls une aire protighe ou non, Les KA Conttuest G0nC s Pont efcace eatre Tévahation, & slanication of fes Mtwes de
conservation (Figerel)

A Gabon, 3pres un promene ateber ser let KBA organed par b Miasouns Botanicsl Garden, MHerbuer Mationsl du Gabon et e Secretarat
Gontral des KBA on décermbee 2021, wn Sruncement &u Fonds Bedos pour la Terre 3 #1¢ 0CVoye pour wentifier ks KBA dans le pays,
dann le but, entre pres, de rtpondee ) Fobjectf 30 & 3D (30 % des surfaces sationales s0us PAOaetton i 2030 de b Convention ver
2 Dwersnd Bcioggue ICBD) A on jowr 40 ptes 0Nt 14 dertifies ot 100t on Cowrs &'evaluation (Figure 2)

e

fatie un Groupe National de 40 Utes ont #06 identifis comene potentiels Tones Cds powr L Blodiveriitd | 19 3065 (omesgondant 3 des aines protégles

Cocedination (GNC) des KBA, dont le [PONCs AIDONIUR BT NELETVeS DITTEIINeS 5 MArine) ot 21 SEet LONE S0uds on debors du réseay & aines proshgies (fgure 2)

bt eut B cooedosmer be procesin et uites sont actusliement en cours &' évalkuation selon les critiess KBA.

A idertficaton, de Bovwrmentation, «

de Shnaton des KBA aw Nveas

= @
1

Biodiversité

T,

former b GNC ot les experty
Lnosomiques & Nutiastion g b
wnodiage LA

T Rédvatuer bes B uites KBA custants ot
ertfus de rovedun Vet CEA

| Promowvol Mimportance des KBA
powr dckarer les prives de déciion en
termes @ affectation des terres

Growpe National de Coordmation ooy
KBA formé

Caperts  (Lscoomique,  Canographee.
Irdnagement i terradie) ey
P Conarint b S les KBA

Atebers de formation b ls méthodolope
KA

AreSert & identdication dey KBA

Ses KBA en (0urs 0 évaturton

e g—onDWE

A", PRESSES
{ = UNIVERSITAIRES
/¥ DE NAMUR

“J UIDE DE DETERMINATION DES POISSONS
DU BASSIN INFERIEUR DE L'OGOOUE

Jean-Daniel MBEGA & Guy G. TEUGELS

4 -~

INSTITUT DE RECHERCHES AGRONOMIQUES ET FORESTIERES DU GABON



Inventories and national palicies for data collection |

Protected areas are Gabon's preferred response to the
challenges of biodiversity erosion, pollution and the effects
of climate change, with 22-26% of its land and sea area in
conservation zones. Even though there is no national
wetland inventory program, the dynamics around protected
areas are helping to fill the information gap. Indeed, 7 of the
O sites overlap with national parks.

Terrestrial
11 % in National Parcs
-11% in Ramsar sites and ather designations

Freshwater
-15 % in National Parc

-8 % in Ramsar sites
Marine
-26 % Aquatic reserves

Legend

] Peripheral Zone
- Park Buffer Zones

| National Parks

Ramsar Sites

- Reserves

Esri, Garmin, GEBCO, NOAA NGDC, and other contributor:



Gabon could be the first country to ofﬁc:lally protect 30% in all types of ecosystems
marine, terrestrial and freshwater

and dellver on mtegrated blodlver3|ty, cllmate and livelihood objectlves




Identifying priorities for protecting freshwater ecosystems

Resilience = representation and connectivity

Protection portfolio design:

** Representation of the river ecosystem

s Connected through the river network

+» Large rivers
* Great diversity
* Network connections

+* Coastal rivers
* Great diversity
* Marine migrants
* Estuarine connections

Proposed freshwater protection
portfolio

an~~— Rivers

__Protection and management
areas

Current protected areas

:] Parcs

Réserves

Parc Marin
Parc Marin - Zone Tampon
Réserve Aquatique




Thank you for your attention
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