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Each of the SDGs represents one or 
more public goods!!!!!

CSEND, Nov 2022
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SDG 6 developments 



Each of the SDGs represents one or 
more public goods …

… hence measuring progress of the 
SDG agenda can also be termed as 
measuring if the amount / the value of 
a certain public good has increased, 
decreased or stayed the same
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6.1- By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and 
affordable drinking water for all

6.2 -By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation 
and hygiene for all and end open defecation, paying special attention 
to the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable situations  

6.3 -By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, 
eliminating dumping and minimizing release of hazardous chemicals 
and materials, halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and 
substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally 

6.4 -By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all 
sectors and ensure sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater
to address water scarcity and substantially reduce the number of 
people suffering from water scarcity

6.b –By 2030,  support and strengthen the participation of local 
communities in improving water and sanitation management

Water as a Public Good
cc

Public Goods, Sustainable Development 
and the Contribution of Business



Public Goods, Sustainable Development 
and the Contribution of Business
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Sustainable Development is focused on preserving and maintaining public

goods.

Everyone who uses public goods is responsible for their preservation and

maintenance.

CoVid-19 has shown us that countries that were successful addressing the

CoVid-Pandemic and that flatten the curve used a multi-disciplinary approach

made up through public agencies and private organizations.

The successful delivery of public goods, now and in the future, depends on a

positive relationship of the public sector with the private sector and civil society.

There is a need to stimulate discussions of scholars and policy makers in the

field of sustainable development with business leaders.

By diligent discussions, the gap between the public and the private sectors

(including civil society organizations) on understanding how to provide public

goods can be closed. The outcome should be collective efforts to implement and

measure sustainable development in the macro- and the micro-spheres.

Summary & Concluding Remarks



Leverage effect for social change: financing
water & sanitation infrastructures

Public / Private investments

Public deficits and debts are generally too high 

Private owned distribution water companies do not 

extend their distribution networks where it is not 

financially attractive

Existing water funds are not big enough to reach the 

Sustainable Development Goals and there are only a few 

choices in comparison with global needs.

Water funds do not guarantee access to water.
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The Role of the Market in Rhine-Alpine Model
Source: M. Albert, “Capitalisme contre Capitalisme, 

1991)



The Role of the Market in Neo-American Model
(M.Albert, 1991)
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Figure 4. Overview of PPPs commonly found in the water sector. “Public-Private Partnerships for Rural Water Services,” IRC International



Water Management in the Netherlands,” Ministry of Infrastructure and 

Environment (2011). 
http://www.rijkswaterstaat.nl/en/images/Water%20Management%20in%20the%20Netherlands_tcm224-303503.pdf

11

http://www.rijkswaterstaat.nl/en/images/Water Management in the Netherlands_tcm224-303503.pdf
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(Source: R.Saner, L. Yiu, M. Filadoro, V. Khusainova, Pacific Journal of PA, Vol.37, 
2015, Four Options for management of the water sector) 

WATER AS A PUBLIC GOOD: 
Old to New Models



Water Conflict in Bolivia- 2005

Bolivia’s constitution stated that all basic services should be guaranteed 
by the state, universally distributed and quality assured. In 1997, the de 
Lozada Government followed World Bank advice and started a general 
privatization strategy including privatisation of water utilities.

A foreign company was given the mandate to implement the privatisation 
(Water and Sanitation) which led to a massive 35% increase of annual 
USD 445.- per household of the indigenous people living in the high 
altitude region El Alto. Most Altenos earned an average of 750.-USD per 
year.  

The situation led to massive strikes, at times violent confrontations, until 
the following government terminated the contract with the foreign 
company. 

Bolivia initially received a 52 $ million investment/soft loans from WB, 
IFC, BID and CAF. Once the government terminated the contract,  Bolivia 
had to pay back 15.1 million USD but water systems are still not 
modernised in the El Alto region and tensions remain high.
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 
? 

Raymond Saner: 
saner@csend.org

Public Goods, Sustainable Development & The 
Contribution of Business

https://www.cambridgescholars.com/product/978-1-5275-
6310-0

mailto:saner@csend.org
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