
United Nations University

Institute for Water, Environment and Health

SDG-PSS for evidence-based policymaking around SDG 6

Manzoor Qadir

Africa Workshop of the Project “Water in the World We Want” (Phase 4), 28-30 April 2025, Dakar, Senegal 



SDG 6 Status

▪ Many countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America and the Caribbean regions lack 
the capacity to collect and analyze the 
data needed to report on SDG 6 
indicators.

▪ Limited and fragmented data in many 
countries is another challenge to report 
on the status of SDG 6 and develop 
projections.

▪ Business as usual means SDG 6 will be 
missed in 2030 as the world at large is 
already not on track.



SDG 6 Status



Actions for SDG 6 in a “Decade of Action” 

▪ Develop interventions that work in data-
limited conditions and facilitate decision 
making for achievement of SDG 6. 

▪ Strengthen and realign enabling 
environments to fast-track achievement 
of SDG 6. 

▪ Provide collaboration platforms to help 
countries improve their data analysis, 
reporting and progress toward achieving 
SDG 6. 



Navigating through Limited Data 

Developed by a multi-institutional team, the 
Sustainable Development Goal 6 Policy Support 
System (SDG-PSS)

▪ Supports policy and decision making under 
data-limited situations.

▪ Enables cross-sectorial evidence‐based 
collaboration between experts and decision 
makers.

▪ Identify critical data gaps and provide 
status on SDG 6 at the indicator level.  



▪ Ghana

▪ Tunisia

▪ Republic of Korea

▪ Pakistan

▪ Costa Rica



▪ SDG-PSS is organized around six policy 
critical components along with a 
component ‘Status’. 

▪ SDG-PSS is an online system where 
countries can enter data, information, and 
trends and translate them into ‘fit-for-policy’ 
evidence.

▪ Currently, the tool is available in six 
languages: English, French, Spanish, 
Portuguese, Arabic, and Korean. 

SDG 6 Policy Support System (SDG-PSS)
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SDG-PSS produces evidence at the SDG 6 indicator level.

SDG-PSS 
components

SDG 6 
indicators

SDG 6 Policy Support System (SDG-PSS)



SDG-PSS Workflow



SDG-PSS Workflow

Data and 
information

Questionnaire Reporting



Adequate progress towards 

the achievement of a 

specific SDG 6 indicator.

Work-in-progress that 

needs to be maintained for 

a specific SDG 6 indicator.

Inadequate progress that 

needs attention towards 

achieving a specific SDG 6 

indicator.

No data or information 

available to showcase the 

status of progress for a 

specific SDG 6 indicator.

SDG 6 Policy Support System (SDG-PSS)

Summary page for 
evidence-based  
policy and decision 
making



Facilitating the use of SDG-PSS

▪ Self-paced e-course on SDG-
PSS available online to all 
potential users and countries.

▪ It provides training on how to 
use this system to produce 
evidence on the enabling 
environment for achieving 
SDG 6.

▪ Duration: Up to 3 hours

https://wlc.unu.edu/courses/course-v1:UNU-INWEH+INWEH-03+2019/about



Key elements of SDG-PSS e-course

▪ The e-course participants understand the 
objectives and role of SDG-PSS in supporting SDG 
6 achievement. 

▪ They learn to navigate through SDG-PSS pages and 
its components.

▪ They generate and analyze evidence on the 
national progress towards SDG 6 achievement.

▪ Upon successful completion, the participants 
receive a certificate of course completion.



Countries using SDG-PSS 



Country Publications on SDG-PSS 



Summing up

▪ SGD-PSS gives a precise view of the data that is missing and guides in 
gathering and analyzing the relevant data, information, and trends. 

▪ If data/information available, the tool helps understand the status of 
progress on SDG 6 at the indicator level.

▪ SDG-PSS provides a platform for cooperation within water research 
community in a joint policy development process. 

▪ SDG-PSS has the potential to become a powerful knowledge sharing 
platform for learning between countries. 

▪ The tool is available to learn and for use in multiple languages. 

▪ SDG-PSS can be modified per needs of other SDGs or specific water-
related issues. 



Thank you

Manzoor.Qadir@unu.edu
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