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Commemorating Zero Waste Day — Accelerating Policy and Practice for Waste

Management Systems and Resource Circularity
Friday, 29 March 2024 (16:00-17:00PM, KST)

Concept Note and Agenda

“We need to massively invest in the ability of countries, cities and local governments to develop and
scale-up modern waste management systems, and policies that encourage people to re-use and
recycle everything from plastic bottles to ageing electronics.”

— UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres

1. Background

With an urgent call-to-action voiced by during the High-Level Meeting of the United Nations General
Assembly on Zero Waste on 30 March 2023, the international community recognized the pressing need
to address the escalating crisis of waste management. Growing levels of waste and pollution are
jeopardizing our ecosystems and affecting human health globally. With 2 billion tons of municipal solid
waste generated annually and projections indicating a potential doubling of this figure by 2050, the
severity of the issue cannot be overstated. Stressing the necessity for immediate and concerted action,
the Secretary-General outlined a comprehensive strategy to combat waste on multiple fronts with an
emphasis on the crucial role of governmental bodies and private entities in implementing sustainable
waste management.!

Against this backdrop, the United Nations Office for Sustainable Development (UNOSD) under the
Division for Sustainable Development Goals (DSDG) of the United Nations Department of Economic
and Social Affairs (UN DESA) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) International
Environmental Technology Centre (IETC) will organize a webinar on Zero Waste on Friday, 29 March
2024 to raise public awareness and mobilize key stakeholders worldwide on the urgency of transitioning
towards zero waste through improved waste management systems and policies, and best practices on
resource circularity.

2. Objectives and Goals
The objective of this webinar is to convene key stakeholders on waste management to exchange
knowledge, best practices, and innovative solutions for achieving a zero-waste future and resource
circularity across national to local levels. The webinar will be a platform to share insights on addressing
current waste crisis and its implications on achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and
discuss about next steps on planning realistic strategies and resources to accelerate global progress
on circular economy.

3. Agenda

Friday, 29 March 2024 (16:00-17:00PM, KST/JST)

Welcome remarks

e Mr. Chun Kyoo Park, Head of Office, UNOSD

High-level Interventions

e H.E. Max Fontaine Andonirina, Minister of Environment and Sustainable Development,
Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development of Madagascar
Honorable Yoo Jeongbok, Mayor of Incheon Metropolitan City, Republic of Korea
Mr. Asep Kuswanto, Head of Jarkarta Environmental Agency on behalf of Hon. Mr. Heru
Budi Hartono, Acting Governor of Special Region of Jakarta, Indonesia

1 https://lwww.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/statement/2023-03-30/secretary-generals-remarks-the-high-level-meeting-of-the-general-assembly-zero-
waste-bilingual-delivered-scroll-down-for-all-english-and-all-
french?_gl=1*k6u8fu*_ga*MTk1MTESNzAyNC4xNjQxMzQzNTk5*_ga_S5EKZKSB78*MTcwNzE4OTkyNy4 1LjEUMTcwNzESMDE 1Ni42MC4wLjA.
*_ga_TK9BQL5X7Z*MTcwNzE4OTkyNy43MC4xLjE3MDcXOTAXNTYuMC4wLjA.
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Panelists (5-7 minutes per panelist)

e Ms. Aditi Ramola, Technical Director, International Solid Waste Association (ISWA)

e Mr. Jeff Seadon, Consultant, Expert Group on Solid Waste Management Policy Support
for Circularity, UN DESA

Pause for questions from the audience
e Mr. Daniel Ternald, UN Environment-IETC
e Mr. Dukwoo Jun, Circular Economy Lead, Global Green Growth Institute (GGGI)

Panel discussion and Q&A

Closing remarks

4. Registration link
https://lundesa-oah.webex.com/undesa-oah/j.php?MTID=m2ab5b033d3d48d1e30c18ff1bfcf1691

5. Contact
For more information, please contact Ms. Chaela Shin (chae.shin@un.org) and Mr. Huiyong Kim
(hui.kim@un.orq).
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