
UNITED NATIONS OFFICE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
INCHEON, REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

AGENDA  
2019 Sustainable Development Transformation Forum 

From Incremental Progress to Transformation: Achieving the SDGs and Securing Our Planet 
 

22 to 24 October 2019 
Holiday Inn Incheon Songdo, Incheon, Republic of Korea 

Hosted by the  
United Nations Office for Sustainable Development (UNOSD) of UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 
(UNDESA), Division for Sustainable Development Goals, in partnership with the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF), 

Arirang TV, and Incheon Tourism Organization. 
As of 22 Oct. 2019 

Tuesday, 22 October 2019 (Day 1) 
8:30 - 9:00 Registration (Grand Ballroom, Floor 2) 
9:00 - 9:55 Opening Session 

• Welcome and Opening Reflections 
o Dr. Jean D’Aragon, Officer-in-Charge—UNOSD [5 min] 
o Mr. Kwang-suk Park, Deputy Minister of Environment, Republic of 

Korea [5 min] 
o Mr. Sang Soo Yoon, Ambassador for International Relations, Incheon 

City, Republic of Korea [5 min] 
o Ms. Grazyna Pulawska, Senior Project Manager—Asia-Europe 

Foundation (ASEF) [5 min] 
o Mr. Seung Youl Lee, CEO of Arirang TV [5 min] 

 
Setting the Stage  

Dr. David O’Connor, UNOSD co-facilitator [15 min]  
9:55 – 10:30 Launch of the Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR) 

• The Global Sustainable Development Report and the Korean context         
Dr. Eun Mee Kim, Professor, Graduate School of International Studies, Ewha 
Womans University, Republic of Korea [20 min] 

• Distribution of the GSDR & Group Photo [10 min] 

• Housekeeping announcements [5 min] 
10:30 – 11:00 Nutrition and Networking Break 
11:00 – 11:45 On-stage Interview by Mr. Nik Gowing, Journalist and 

broadcaster, former BBC anchor and presenter of the BBC’s 
Hard Talk 
• Dr. Eun Mee Kim, Professor, Graduate School of International Studies, Ewha 

Womans University, ROK 
• Dr. David Smith, Coordinator of the Institute for Sustainable Development 

(ISD), University of the West Indies (UWI) 
• Dr. Parfait Eloundou-Enyegue, Professor and Chair, Department of 

Development Sociology, Cornell University 
[25-30 minutes]  
 

https://unosd.un.org/
http://www.asef.org/
https://www.arirang.com/index.asp
https://www.travelicn.or.kr/open_content/english/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ptTVJQHYlhWdLB06XRL4m_MJcVLIO4tt
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1B3MJvGgNACBmCvh2o-q2zjHe5Ci0beDE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pWxDdtLKncVh0oa-E7FOcIsvXs-3X0sW
http://www.asef.org/index.php/projects?id=2090:ms-grazyna-pulawska
http://www.arirang.com/prroom/about_arirangn_ceo.asp
https://www.wri.org/profile/david-oconnor
https://eunmeekim.wordpress.com/
https://www.nikgowing.com/
https://eunmeekim.wordpress.com/
http://www.uwi.edu/isd/content/david-c-smith-phd
https://devsoc.cals.cornell.edu/people/parfait-eloundou-enyegue/
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Facilitator, Introductory Remarks and Chair of the Session: Mr. Colm Foy, 
UNOSD co-facilitator, moderator [10 min] 

 
Questions from the floor. 
 
Topics could include: 
 
How can all the stakeholders be encouraged to educate themselves about the 
SDGs? 
What policies from the various levels of government can encourage all 
stakeholders to take the SDGs seriously? 
What are the opportunities for public/private/people partnerships to help 
implement the SDGs? 
Is it even realistic to expect all stakeholders to feel responsible for helping 
implement the SDGs? 
 
Summary and Conclusions:  
Dr. Astra Bonini, Senior Sustainable Development Officer, Integrated Policy and 
Analysis Branch (PAB), Division for Sustainable Development Goals, UN-DESA [15 
min] 
 

11:45 - 13:00 Session 1: Entry point for transformation: Building sustainable 
and just economies  
 
Facilitator: Dr. David O’Connor, UNOSD co-facilitator 
 
Opening remarks: 
Mr. Arnaud Pincet, Project Lead, SDG Financing Lab, OECD. [10 min] 
 
Roundtable Discussion [40 min] 
• Roundtable participants: 
 

o Dr. Eun Mee Kim, Professor, Graduate School of International Studies, 
Ewha Womans University, Republic of Korea 

o Mr. Mike Asquith, Project Manager, European Environment Agency 
(EEA) 

o Ms. Jeniffer Carol Jasmin, Director General, Ministry of Finance, Trade 
Investment and Economic Planning, Seychelles 

o Ms. Gina Gacusan, Assistant Regional Director, National Economic and 
Development Authority, The Philippines 

 
Open Discussion [30 min] 
• Questions for discussion:  

o Do examples of historical economic transformations – in East Asia, 
the Celtic Tiger – offer lessons for future needed transformations? 

o How can government planning and finance ministries support the 
transformational changes needed towards sustainable development? 

o What role can international finance – both public and private – play 
to further the increase and shifts in resources needed?  

13:00 - 14:00 Lunch Break   

http://colm-foy.mystrikingly.com/
http://colm-foy.mystrikingly.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/astra-bonini-9956335/
https://www.wri.org/profile/david-oconnor
https://www.linkedin.com/in/arnaud-pincet-097aa021/
https://eunmeekim.wordpress.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-asquith-262631194/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1e85nSfkE8Vj4x4vJ8L8G6uyMwlAN2L7g
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1e85nSfkE8Vj4x4vJ8L8G6uyMwlAN2L7g
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14:00 - 15:20 Session 2: Thinking the Unthinkable 
 

Facilitator, Introductory Remarks and Chair of the Session: Mr. Colm Foy, 
UNOSD co-facilitator, moderator [5 min] 
 
Presentation: Mr. Nik Gowing, Journalist and broadcaster, former BBC anchor and 
presenter of the BBC’s Hard Talk, Founder and co-Director (with Chris Langdon) of 
the “Thinking the Unthinkable Project”. He is the co-author with Chris Langdon of 
Thinking the Unthinkable (2018).  
 
The presentation will be drawn from Nik’s mission to help leaders better 
appreciate “what the public does not like or understand” in order to achieve their 
objectives, such as implementing the SDGs. [40 min] 
 
Response 
Dr. David O’Connor, UNOSD co-facilitator [15 min] 
 
Floor Discussion [30 min]  

15:20 - 15:40 Nutrition and Networking Break  
15:40 - 17:00  Session 3: Entry point for transformation: Food systems and 

nutrition patterns  
 
Facilitator: (tbd) [10 min] 
 
Opening Remarks  

o Mr. Hyoung-Joon Lim, Head of World Food Programme, Korea office 
[10 min] 

 
Roundtable Discussion [30 min] 
• Roundtable participants: 

o Dr. Mi Hoon Jeong, Manager ASEM, SMEs, Eco-Innovation Center 
(AEIC Korea)  

o Mr. Demetrio Innocenti, Simplified Approval Process (SAP) Manager, 
Green Climate Fund (GCF) 

o Mr. Rithy Sin, Vice-Chief Officer, National Productivity Center of 
Cambodia 

 
Open Discussion [30 min] 
• Questions for discussion:   

o Approaches to the “blue economy” 
o Sustainable agriculture: is industrial farming obsolete? 
o Urban agriculture: how big a piece of the puzzle? 
o Agro-industry 
o Satisfying consumer needs, changing consumer diets 
o Making policies palatable 
o The role of lobbies 

 
17:30 – 20:00 SDGs Café (Meeting room II and III, Floor 2) 

Welcome Reception (Grand Ballroom, Floor 2) 
 

http://colm-foy.mystrikingly.com/
http://colm-foy.mystrikingly.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nikgowing
https://www.wri.org/profile/david-oconnor
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hyoung-joon-lim-29428243/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mi-hoon-jeong-07230382/detail/background-image/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QQ48WY2pk2CP9WK88kihO8hpb4f26asY/view?usp=sharing
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Wednesday, 23 October 2019 (Day 2) 
8:45-10:05  Session 4: Entry point for transformation: Energy 

decarbonisation and universal access  
 
Facilitator: Ms. Grazyna Pulawska, Project Manager—Asia-Europe Foundation 
(ASEF) 
 
Opening Speaker  
Mr. Dhruba Purkayastha, Director, Climate Policy Initiative, Delhi [10 min] 
 
Roundtable Discussion [40 min] 

• Roundtable Participants: 
o Mr. Leow Foon-Lee, Adjunct, Principal Fellow, National University 

of Singapore 
o Professor Suh-Yong Chung, Director of the Center for Climate and 

Sustainable Development Law and Policy (CSDALP)  
o Mr. Sangmin Nam, Deputy Director, UNESCAP Sub-regional office 

for East and North-East Asia (ENEA) 
o Ms. Laura Isabel Lizano Ramon, Director, Energy Planning 

Secretariat, Ministry of Environment and Energy, Costa Rica 
 
Open Discussion [30 min] 

• Questions for discussion: 
o How to meet rapidly growing energy needs in developing 

countries while shifting away from fossil fuel reliance? 
o How far can renewable energy be an answer to the problem of 

energy poverty? 
o Where are the biggest wins in raising energy efficiency? 
o What new policies, regulations, financial incentives can 

significantly boost prospects for low-carbon energy?   
 

10:05-10:30 Nutrition and Networking Break 
 

10:30-12:00 Session 5: New trends in governance for transformation  
 
Facilitator: Dr. David O’Connor, UNOSD co-facilitator 
 
Opening Remarks 
Professor Louis Meuleman, Rapporteur, UN Committee of Experts on Public 
Administration; Public Governance Institute, University of Leuven, Belgium [15 
min] 
 
Roundtable Discussion [40 min] 

• Roundtable Participants: 
o Mr. Arnaud Pincet, Project Lead, SDG Financing Lab, OECD 
o Mr Stephan Klingbiel, Head, UNDP Seoul Policy Center 
o Mr. Dulue Mbachu, Nigeria Bureau Chief, Bloomberg News 
o Dr. Ro-Anne Karla Indira Quashie-Harry, Social Policy Coordinator, 

Economic Planning Unit, Ministry of Finance, Economic Planning, 

http://www.asef.org/index.php/projects?id=2090:ms-grazyna-pulawska
https://climatepolicyinitiative.org/people/dhruba-purkayastha/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/foon-lee-leow-b688857/
https://lowcarbon.city/portfolio/suh-yong-chung-director-of-center-for-climate-and-sustainable-development-law-and-policy-csdlap/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sangmin-nam-a669202b/?originalSubdomain=kr
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1xSrN81Fdl0tXVwBhyvrkj7zKa9Qp1JKg
https://www.wri.org/profile/david-oconnor
https://www.ps4sd.eu/about-us/biolm/bio-louis-meuleman/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/arnaud-pincet-097aa021/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fst_klingebiel%3Flang%3Den&data=02%7C01%7Cartemy.izmestiev%40undp.org%7C65e683ed8e914fb99b7408d7514cd783%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C637067262786713858&sdata=fJoFhShNLLO%2FoJkvR%2Faws%2BlUHfSJQmywbGWx2X6rAHk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.linkedin.com/in/dulue-mbachu-8539168/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1B0Z3YJ2c6iuf6gAmK95PadHekp-ksfzB
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Sustainable Development and Information Technology, St. 
Vincent and Grenadines 
 

Open Discussion [35min] 
• Questions for discussion: 

o What are the shortcomings of existing governance arrangements 
in supporting sustainable development transformations? 

o What will it take to make needed governance reforms in the 
interests of accelerating progress towards the SDGs? 

o Are there good examples of implementing effective reforms? 
o What about global governance? What may need to change? 

 
12:00-13:00 Lunch Break (Grand Ballroom, Floor 2) 

 
13:00-14:20 Session 6: Changing people’s preferences, behavior, and 

values: what are main obstacles and how fast can this happen? 
 
Facilitator: Mr. Colm Foy, UNOSD co-facilitator [5 min] 
 
Opening Speaker:  
Dr. Parfait Eloundou-Enyegue, Professor and Chair, Department of Development 
Sociology, Cornell University [15 min]  
 
Roundtable [40 min] 

•  Roundtable Participants: 
• Ms. Sara Castro De Hallgren, Programme Expert, UN Project Office on 

Governance/Division for Public Institutions and Digital Government/UN 
DESA   

• Mr. Dhruba Purkayastha, Director, Climate Policy Initiative, Delhi 
• Ms. Tandin Wangmo, Deputy Chief Planning Officer, Gross National 

Happiness Commission, Bhutan 
• Dr. Eskandar Omidinia, Deputy Head for Education and People 

Partnership, Department of Environment, Iran  
 

Open Discussion [20 min] 
• Questions for discussion: 

o People value economic security: how can this be assured without 
pursuit of ever rising material and energy consumption? 

o Will ‘sustainable consumption’ forever remain a niche market? 
o Are there good examples of where societies or sizeable groups of 

consumers have transitioned to more sustainable consumption 
patterns? What can we learn from them?  

14:20-15:40 Session 7:  Building coalitions for transformative change 
(Group sessions) 
 
Facilitator: Dr. David O’Connor, UNOSD co-facilitator  
 
 
Opening Speaker:  

http://colm-foy.mystrikingly.com/
http://colm-foy.mystrikingly.com/
https://devsoc.cals.cornell.edu/people/parfait-eloundou-enyegue/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/scastrohallgren/
https://climatepolicyinitiative.org/people/dhruba-purkayastha/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=14kgH4-H2vV04NPIWbUj5RT7X2ckTyw5i
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l_3kYl7QVCa5c-sa7enBnBpPrSa_iR08/view?usp=sharing
https://www.wri.org/profile/david-oconnor
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Ms. Lauren M. Barredo, Head of Partnerships, Sustainable Development Solutions 
Network (SDSN)  
Group leaders:   

o Mr. Benjamin Jouannes, Coordinator, GSEF Secretariat, Global 
Social Economy Forum [5 min] 

o Mr. Dhruba Purkayastha, Director, Climate Policy Initiative, Delhi 
[5 min] 

o Mr. Kalamoungkhoune Souphanouvong, Deputy Director of United 
Nations Economic and Social Affairs Division, Department of 
International Organizations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Lao PDR  

o Dr. Astra Bonini, Senior Sustainable Development Officer, 
Integrated Policy and Analysis Branch (PAB), Division for 
Sustainable Development Goals, UN-DESA 

Open Discussion [20 min] 
Discussion Questions: 
o Diagnosing societal challenges and what it will take to address 

them effectively 
o Examples of where forging partnerships or coalitions among 

multiple stakeholders helped in solving challenging problems 
o Given the global challenges we face going forward to achieve the 

SDGs and tackle climate change, do we need new coalitions?   
 

15:40-16:00 Nutrition and Networking Break  
16:00-16:50 Session 8: Combining levers of transformation in new ways: 

On-Stage Interview by Ms. Soo-young Oh, Arirang TV, Dr. 
David Horan, Columbia University and Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network (SDSN) [20 min]  
 
From GSDR (p. 136): Actors from governance, economy and finance, 
civil society, and science and technology must thus rethink their partnership and 
establish novel collaborations. 
 
Reactions and questions from participants [30 min] 

• What is the role of partnerships? 
• How are the most effective partnerships formed? 
• What about shared accountability for results? 
• How has the Forum contributed to innovative ways of operating the 

levers of transformation?  
16:50 -17:00 Day 2 Wrap-Up:  

 
Facilitators: Mr. David O’Connor and Mr. Colm Foy, UNOSD co-facilitators 
 
Discussion of main lessons, messages emerging from the first 2 days of discussion, 
elements for inclusion in the Incheon Communiqué 
 

 
 

Thursday, 24 October 2019 (Day 3) 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/lauren-barredo-5100b09/
http://www.gsef-net.org/en/gsef-team-list
https://climatepolicyinitiative.org/people/dhruba-purkayastha/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=15CUDyINf2fn1naqAEtdz31mRnpjdGxfO
https://www.linkedin.com/in/astra-bonini-9956335/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1zjOshc7k9rPhYf1YnwDWj8kI8xKk_mfC
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David_Horan
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/David_Horan
https://www.wri.org/profile/david-oconnor
http://colm-foy.mystrikingly.com/
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9:00 - 10:20 Session 9: Tackling the political economy of transformative 
change 
 
Facilitator: Mr. Colm Foy, UNOSD co-facilitator 
 
Opening Reflections  
Prof. Daniel Hausknost, Institute for Social Change and Sustainability, Vienna 
University of Economics and Business  
 
Roundtable Discussion [30 min] 
• Roundtable Participants 

o Ms. Nobuko Kajiura, Sustainable Development Officer, UNESCAP Sub-
regional office for East and North-East Asia (ENEA)  

o Ms. Rafia Khan, Executive Associate, Centre for Policy Dialogue, 
Bangladesh 

o Ms. Nur A'in Binte Abd Razak, Project Officer, Asia Europe Foundation  
 
Open Discussion: [30 min]  
• Discussion Questions: 

o Analysing interest groups, who would support transformation change 
and who is likely to block it  

o What can work to neutralize opposition to unpopular but necessary 
reforms, changes? 

o How to ensure that “there are no losers” or that losers get fairly 
compensated? 

10:20-10:40 Nutrition and Networking Break 
10:40-11:55 Closing Session 

 
• Closing Keynote:  From Incremental to Transformative Change for People 

and Planet Dr. David Smith, Coordinator of the Institute for Sustainable 
Development (ISD), University of the West Indies (UWI) [15 min] 

• Presentation of 2019 Incheon Communiqué [10min] (Dr. David O’Connor 
and Mr. Colm Foy, co-facilitators UNOSD) 

• Comments from Floor, Discussion [30 min] 
• Closing Remarks (Ms. Grazyna Pulawska, Project Manager—Asia-Europe 

Foundation (ASEF) [10 min]; Dr. Jean D’Aragon—UNOSD; [10 min] 
 

12:00-12:30 Lunch (take-away)  
12:30 - 
evening 

Field Trip  
• Gyungbokgung Palace, Seoul 
• Cheonggyecheon stream restoration project, Seoul 
• Songdo central area, Incheon 
 
*Please dress comfortably, bring warm clothes and wear good walking shoes 

*This agenda is constantly updated and shared at https://unosd.un.org/  or more precisely at  
https://unosd.un.org/events/2019-sustainable-development-transformation-forum 
 

http://colm-foy.mystrikingly.com/
https://www.cusp.ac.uk/network/team/d_hausknost/
https://cpd.org.bd/research/rafia-rowshan-khan/
https://sg.linkedin.com/in/nurainar
http://www.uwi.edu/isd/content/david-c-smith-phd
https://www.wri.org/profile/david-oconnor
http://colm-foy.mystrikingly.com/
http://www.asef.org/index.php/projects?id=2090:ms-grazyna-pulawska
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ptTVJQHYlhWdLB06XRL4m_MJcVLIO4tt
https://www.theseoulguide.com/sights/palaces/gyeongbokgung-palace/
https://development.asia/case-study/revitalizing-city-reviving-stream
https://unosd.un.org/
https://unosd.un.org/events/2019-sustainable-development-transformation-forum

