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Ⅰ. Policy Directions for 
Recycling Resources in 

Korea









Fundamentally Reduce the 
Amount of Waste

Encourage Waste to be Recycled 
as Value-Added Products Eco-friendly Processing of Waste

 Make reduction of resources and waste the top 
priority

- Reduce resource and energy loss, and reuse 
any byproducts within the workplace

Production (Optimize flow of resources for each 
production process)

- Build a logistics system centered on multi-use 
packaging materials
- Business-to-Business (B2B), Business-to-
Consumer (B2C)

Distribution (Significantly reduce disposable 
packaging materials)

- Establish a hub for recycling in each area to 
minimize disposable waste

Consumption (Improve durability of the 
product)

 Allow waste to be a part of a circular economy

- Improve resource recirculation, such as 
through making colorless PET bottles mandatory

Production (Products easier to recycle)

- Need to continuously improve standards for 
waste separation and recycling
- Differentiate support according to the quality of 
the products selected

Selection (Improve quality of recyclable 
materials)

- Incorporate some of the waste in the production 
process by improving EPR
- Create a cluster where it is possible to conduct 
large-scale technological development and actual 
testing

Recycling (Continuous recycling of materials)

 Process non-recyclable waste in an eco-friendly 
manner

- Completely replace oil-based plastic with bio plastic

 Maximize resource efficiency to reduce the need for financial resources, and build a circular resource economy to fundamentally reduce 
the amount of waste

 Waste is converted to be recycled or reused as energy, and waste that cannot be recycled must be processed in ways that are eco-
friendly

- Step-by-step transition from direct landfill prohibited waste 
to combustible waste
- Increase energy production by increasing the use and 
collection of methane gas

Landfill (Low-carbon landfill management)

-Use in conjunction with the local heading and hydrogen
production and use facilities
- Development of CO2 reduction facilities and 
technology that occur during incineration

Development (Development of bio plastic 
technology)



Ⅱ. Plastic Recycling Policies 
in Korea
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Waste

Easy to 
Recycle Support policies 

and recycling

Waste Charge

Waste Disposal

Extended Producer 
Responsibility (EPR)

Eco-Assurance System

Voluntary 
Agreement

Voluntary 
recycling 
by the 
market

*Market-oriented Regulations
These are regulations that encourage certain behavior by a company or an individual while allowing the regulated to choose their
own economic burden. That is, the regulatory standards are set, but following the regulations is strictly based on the free will of 
the regulated. The regulated can either follow the regulations, or choose to receive economic penalties such as fines according to 
economic benefits and losses.

Non-
recycla

ble



Plastic products that are difficult 
to recycle
Ex) Tape, craft materials, 
toothbrushes, etc.

Plastic products that are relatively easier to 
recycle among the products subject to the 
Waste Charge System
Ex) Pallets, PE pipes, PVC pipes, 
construction insulators, etc.

Plastic products and packaging materials 
that can be recycled
Ex) PET bottles, bubble wrap, bale silage,
food wrapping plastic wraps, etc.

Electronics that can be 
recycled easily
Ex) Electronics, cars, etc.

Plastic Products 
regulated by

Resource 
Recirculation 

Systems

Waste Charge System

Voluntary Agreement Eco-Assurance System

Extended Producers 
Responsibility



Purpose

Legal 
Basis

Standards 
for 

Choosing 
Products

Products



Ⅲ. The Role of K-eco for a Plastic-Free 
Society

(Major Programs)



Management of the Entire Life Cycle of Plastics

To achieve a plastic-free societyVision

Recycle 100% of plastic waste by 2050Goals

Waste Charge System
Packaging Material and Structure Evaluation

EPR

Packaging Material and Method Inspection
Separate Discharge Indication System
PET Bottle Discharge –

PET Bottle Grade System
Increase the Demand for Recycled products

to stabilize the recycling industry
Recycling Market Monitoring



문제점

Need for 
reduction of 

plastic 
products



Producers obliged to recycle are 
given evaluations on the materials 

and structure of packaging 
materials and obligations to 

announce the results to encourage 
the improvement of materials and 

structure



Classification Total Excellent Good Satisfactory Poor
Number of Evaluations 

Conducted

50,097 371 21,839 7,499 20,388

100% 1% 43% 15% 41%

* Grace period for the evaluations: In consideration of the companies subject to the evaluation (8,715 companies) and the number of packaging materials (approximately 50,000), 
there was a grace period of nine months after the Act came into effect (Dec. 25, 2019 – Sept. 24, 2020)



• (Color) Colored → Colorless

• (Materials) Composites → Single Material, PVC → Other Synthetic Resin, PET-G → PET  

• (Label) Added cutoff lines, use of thermo-alkaline adhesives, changes in the structure of labels (No label, 

eco-label, etc.), changes in the materials of labels, labels easier to take off



* Recycling of packaging materials: 580,000 tons in 2002 → 1.29 

million tons in 2018 (2.2-fold increase)

/Process/Reproduction etc.
Before After



* EU has made it mandatory to use at least 30% 
renewable materials in plastic containers

•

•

•



* Recycling of packaging materials: 580,000 tons in 2002 → 1.29 

million tons in 2018 (increase by 2.2 times)

•

* ① Limitations on additional packaging,  ② No packaging for 
N+1 products and gifts, ③ Limit packaging of individual 
items to less than three per package

•

* Delete exceptions for parcel delivery packaging materials, add 
new regulations for packaging space (50% or less) and 
number of packaging (only once)



•

*  Guidelines on separate discharges (Revised and to become 
in effect in January 2022)

•



PET Bottles + 
Inseparable metal spring pumps

Synthetic Resin +
Calcium Carbonate/Biodegradable 

Resin/Minerals, etc.

Synthetic Resin + 
Inseparable metal objects





•

•

•

*  Trial for individual discharge of PET Bottles (2020, 6 cities) → All public housing in 
the country (Dec. 2020) → All detached houses in the country (2022)



•

Before After

35.2 
won/kg

⇨

Level Amount Standards

A 80 won/kg
High-quality compressed products
selected with facilities only for
transparent PET bottles

B 35 won/kgCompressed products with color

C 20 won/kg
Products with color and with many alien or unnecessary
substances

F 10 won/kg
Products with a lot of alien or unnecessary
substances

* Differentiated levels exist for support for composite films and single-
material containers



* Reduce EPR charges when using high-quality renewable materials, 
include the use as part of recycling obligation performances, etc.

•

•

•



•
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