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SDG 12 – Ensuring Sustainable 
Consumption and Production Patterns is?

Let’s get a baseline idea 
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But, why now?



Some Context

The Anthropocene Era





The link between Population and Consumption



The Roots of SCP in Global Governance

Essay on the 
Principle of 
Population, 

Malthus, 1798 

UN Conference on 
the Human 

Environment, 
Stockholm 1972

Limits to 
Growth 
Club of 

Rome 1972

UN World 
Commission on 

Environment and 
Development, 

1987

“The power of population 
is indefinitely greater than 

the power of the earth 
to produce subsistence for 

man.”
“To defend and improve 

the human environment for 
present and future 

generations has become an 
imperative goal  of 

mankind”

Proposed that the 
world’s people to 

“moderate not only 
their demand for 
children, but also 

their material 
lifestyles

“Given population 
growth rates, … increases in 

manufacturing output will be 
needed just to raise 

developing world 
consumption of manufactured 
goods to industrialized world 
levels by the time population 

growth rates level off….”



Agenda 21, Rio 
de Janeiro, 1992

Johannesburg Plan of 
Implementation 

(JPOI), 2002

Marrakech 
Process, 2003-11

Rio +20, 2012

“The major cause of the 
continued deterioration of 

the global environment 
are the unsustainable 

patterns of consumption 
and production…” “SCP is one of the 

overarching objectives of, 
and essential requirements 

for sustainable 
development.”

“Encourage and promote the 
development of a 10-year 

framework of programmes 
(10YFP) ..to.. shift towards 

SCP patterns….” (JPOI, 2002)

A/CONF.216/5 (paragraph 
226 – “The Future We 
Want”). 10YFP adopted

2030 
Agenda 
& SDGs

Global Mandate for SCP in Global 
Governance



Evolution of SC & P Concept

Supply-side focus

Source: 2012 UNEP Global Outlook on SCP Policies



SDG 12 and GDP

Who can tell me how we calculate GDP?



Consumption – Livelihoods v. Lifestyles

4 consumption segments:
• Lowest—below $2.97 per capita a day
• Low—between $2.97 and $8.44 per capita a day
• Middle—between $8.44 and $23.03 per capita a day
• Higher—above $23.03 per capita a day



SCP Defined Today

Sustainable Consumption and 
Production is…

• “a holistic approach to 
minimizing the negative 
environmental impacts from 
consumption and production 
systems while promoting 
quality of life for all” (UNEP, 2011)



Goal: From linear to circular economies…

Take>make>waste to…

Production

Distribution

ConsumptionRe-use, Repair, 
Recycle

Reclaimed 
Resources



17 Sustainable 
Development Goals

• Interdependent 
• Interconnected 
• Buy 1 get 3+++ free 
• 10 years remaining
• Decade of Action





Social

Environmental 

Economic 



Sustainable Development 
Paradigm Shift – from 3 to 5



12.1 (Policies) Implement the 10-year 
framework of programmes on sustainable 

consumption and production, all 
countries taking action, with developed 

countries taking the lead, taking into 
account the development and capabilities 

of developing countries

12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable 
management and efficient use of natural 

resources

12.3 By 2030, halve per capita global food 
waste at the retail and consumer levels 

and reduce food losses along production 
and supply chains, including post-harvest 

losses

12.4 By 2020, achieve the 
environmentally sound management of 

chemicals and all wastes throughout their 
life cycle, in accordance with agreed 

international frameworks, and 
significantly reduce their release to air, 

water and soil in order to minimize their 
adverse impacts on human health and the 

environment

12.5 By 2030, substantially reduce waste 
generation through prevention, 
reduction, recycling and reuse

12.6 Encourage companies, especially 
large and transnational companies, to 

adopt sustainable practices and to 
integrate sustainability information into 

their reporting cycle

12.7 Promote public procurement 
practices that are sustainable, in 

accordance with national policies and 
priorities

12.8 By 2030, ensure that people 
everywhere have the relevant information 

and awareness for sustainable 
development and lifestyles in harmony 

with nature

12.A Support developing countries to 
strengthen their scientific and 

technological capacity to move towards 
more sustainable patterns of 
consumption and production

12.B Develop and implement tools to 
monitor sustainable development impacts 
for sustainable tourism that creates jobs 
and promotes local culture and products

12.C Rationalize inefficient fossil-fuel 
subsidies that encourage wasteful 
consumption by removing market 

distortions





SDG 12 – Ensuring 
Sustainable 
Consumption and 
Production Patterns



Let’s explore some data 

Let’s visit https://sdg-tracker.org/sustainable-consumption-production

https://sdg-tracker.org/sustainable-consumption-production




https://ourworldindata.org/energy-production-consumption


What does 
sustainable 
consumption and 
production look 
like around us?



Your footprint 
and Earth 
Overshoot Day

http://www.footprintcalculator.org/

https://youtu.be/6g49bL9f7mU
http://www.footprintcalculator.org/


BUT can we change our behavior fast enough?
There is a intention-action gap…

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/2404Behavioral%20Insights.pdf


Thank you.
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