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Objectives

1. Collect and analyse data on urban NbS 
projects in Asia to enrich their 
understanding and application

2. To put forward recommendations for 
scaling up NbS implementation in Asian 
cities
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Nature-Based 
Solutions (NBS) 
are deliberate 
interventions 
that are inspired 
or supported by 
nature. 

“living solutions that bring 
more nature and natural 
features and processes 
into cities … through 
locally adapted, 
resource-efficient and 
systemic interventions” 
(European Commission, 
2017). 

1.Building greens 
(external)

2. Green areas 
connected to grey 
infrastructure

3. Parks and 
(semi)natural urban 
green areas

4.Allotments and 
community gardens

5.Green indoor 
areas

6.Blue areas 7.Green areas for 
water management

8.Derelict areas
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Nature-Based 
Solutions can 
address various 
sustainability 
challenges

Climate 

adaptation and 

mitigation

Environmental 

quality

Green space, habitats 
and biodiversity

Economic development

Health and 

well-being

Social justice and cohesion 

Water 
management

Improved 

governance
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Cheonggyecheon 
river restoration 
with highway 
removal in Seoul. 

Source: WWF
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Countries covered in the 
report and urban NbS case 
selection criteria

100 NbS cases from cities in 13 countries

(Bangladesh, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, 
Kazakhstan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Mongolia, 
Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand, 
and Vietnam 

• Address various urban sustainability 
challenges

• Have features that modify or enhance the 
function(s) of an area or structure

• Make use of nature as inspiration to 
address one or more urban problems 
through a physical and/or discursive 
intervention

L. PintérL. Pintér



L. Pintér

https://una.city
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Key message 
1

•Asian cities are embracing Nature-based 
Solutions (NbS) as means to address various 
sustainability challenges. 
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Intervention approaches 
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Physical interventions: Infrastructural 
and technological activities aimed at 
establishing, preserving or restoring 
urban natural landscape. 

Discursive interventions: Soft 
measures focusing on cultural or 
governance activities to better 
manage or use nature. 



Key message 2: Integration of NbS into city planning will allow 
for harnessing the transformative potential of nature in addressing 
sustainability challenges. 
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Financing of NbS projects

Comparison of project budget sizes of Asian and European NbS 
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Key message 3: 
The role of local governments is essential in scaling up the implementation of NbS 
and promote community-based approaches to urban planning and development.  
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Key message 4: To enhance 
decision-making and planning processes, it is 
crucial to advance monitoring systems to 
measure NbS impacts, ensuring they are 
equipped with reliable, evidence-based data. 

• Monitoring is essential for assessing and 
demonstrating NbS impacts 

• Monitoring, reporting and verification is 
often absent

• Without evidence of impacts, making 
the social, policy and business case for 
NbS will suffer
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Key message 5: 
While addressing climate 
change serves as a prominent 
driving force for implementing 
NbS in Asia, project developers 
should also capitalise on the 
added value of multiple 
benefits that NbS projects can 
deliver. 
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Climate adaptation in Asian & 
European NbS projects 

Out of the 54 climate-focused NbS 
projects in Asia, 78% specifically 
aimed to address climate 
adaptation (42 NbS projects). 

These projects targeted to improve 
urban resilience (27 NbS), reduce 
the impacts of climate risk events 
on urban places and communities 
(25 NbS) and reduce exposure to 
climate-change-related disasters 
(20 NbS). 
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Climate mitigation in Asian & 
European NbS projects

Out of the 54 climate-focused NbS 
projects, 48% specifically aimed to 
address climate mitigation (26 NbS 
projects). 

The objectives of these mitigation projects 
included sequestration and storage (12 
NbS), reduction of carbon footprints or 
emissions (10 NbS) and lowering energy 
demand (6 NbS). 
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Multiple benefits 
provided by NbS 

in the cases 
covered by the 

report
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Key messages

1. Asian cities are embracing Nature-based Solutions (NbS) as 
means to address various sustainability challenges. 

2. Integration of NbS into city planning will allow for 
harnessing the transformative potential of nature in 
addressing sustainability challenges. 

3. The role of local governments is essential in scaling up the 
implemen- tation of NbS and promote community-based 
approaches to urban planning and development. 

4. To enhance decision-making and planning processes, it is 
crucial to advance monitoring systems to measure NbS 
impacts, ensuring they are equipped with reliable, 
evidence-based data. 

5. While addressing climate change serves as a prominent 
driving force for implementing NbS in Asia, project developers 
should also capitalise on the added value of multiple benefits 
that NbS projects can deliver. 





EXERCISE!

Nature-based 
solutions for 
accelerating the SDGs 
and ehancing 
resilience

• Purpose of exercise: to 
explore and understand 
the potential of NBS in 
addressing specific 
urban (un)sustainability 
challenges in context
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Steps in the 
exercise

1. Working with others around your table, select one of the following three priority urban 
(un)sustainability challenges

• Climate action for adaptation, resilience and mitigation

• Green space, habitats and biodiversity

• Water management

2. Discuss how the problem is manifested in 1-2 cases in a city you are familiar with and its 
connection with the SDGs

3. Go to the Urban Nature Atlas on your phone or laptop (www.una.city) and using the UNA’s 
search function look up 2-3 NBS examples that you find both interesting and relevant for the 
challenge you identified

4. What would it take (governance, economy/finance, individual & collective action, 
science&technology, capacity building) to implement the NbS in your example

5. Share your observations in plenary
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https://www.iloilotoday.com/iloilo-city-edible-landscaping/
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Iloilo (Philippines) Ediscape 
objectives

• The initiative was launched as a communal 
vegetable gardening project to augment the 
food supply in the middle of a public health 
crisis. 

• Specifically, the project aimed to: 
• 1. Establish urban farms in the 180 districts in 

the city; 
• 2. Ensure household food security amid the 

COVID-19 pandemic; 
• 3. Provide jobs and nutritious food; 
• 4. Increase public awareness about food 

production and security; 
• 5. Fostering unity for socio-economic 

recovery after the pandemic and 
empowering residents through 
barangay-based cultivation [1,2,3,5,6]
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Enabling and implementation
• Iloilo City Government and Department of Agriculture Western Visayas 

launch three communal garden pilots during COVID

• Distribute seeds, pots, vermicast etc.

• Expand to 50 districts

• Require all 180 districts to identify areas suitable for communal gardens

• MoU with schools

• Seed capital of PHP1.5M/year

• Integrated farming pilot

• Training on composting, starting tree nursery, seedling exchange, new 
urban farming ordinance

• Competition for most productive urban garden
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Start the exercise
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