
 
USPC & UNOSD & K-ECO Side Event for World Environment Day 2025 

Sustainable Future Forum: Advancing Zero Plastic Policies 

 

Date and Time: 5 June (Thursday), 15:00-17:30 

Location: Jeju International Convention Centre (ICC) Tamna Hall C, Republic of Korea 

 

Background 

Plastic pollution has emerged as one of the most pressing global challenges, threatening 
ecosystems, biodiversity, and human health. In light of this crisis, countries worldwide are 
striving to transition to a circular economy where resources are utilized efficiently, and waste 
generation is minimized. Innovative and data-driven policy solutions are essential in 
addressing the impact of plastic pollution on our Earth system.  

This side event, jointly organized by Korea Environment Corporation (K-eco), UNDP Seoul 
Policy Centre (UPSC) and the United Nations Office for Sustainable Development (UNOSD) 
under the UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) will showcase the 
Republic of Korea’s best practices in Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) and evidence-
based policy innovations for plastic waste management.  

Moreover, the event will serve as the official launch of USPC’s pilot projects in partnership 
with K-eco, focused on implementing EPR by drawing insights from the Republic of Korea’s 
expertise. By tailoring Korean EPR to specific local contexts, fostering knowledge exchange, 
and testing scalable models in key sectors, the projects aim to strengthen institutional 
capacity and drive the sustainable, long-term adoption of circular economy policies.  

In addition, the event will launch UNOSD’s new Waste Management and Circular Economy 

Policy Support System 1  developed with support from K-eco as a comprehensive self-
diagnostic tool for policy makers. The platform allows UN Member States to strengthen 
official data on waste and self-assess challenges and progress on waste and circular 
economy, addressing gaps on nationally owned data and governance for waste management 
and circular economy (linked to SDGs 11,12, and 14.1). UNOSD aims to strengthen country 

 
1  https://wastepolicysupport.org/ 

https://wastepolicysupport.org/


 
usage of the platform to ensure country to country benchmarking and a comprehensive 
data-driven policy system to tackle waste.   

The event will be a collaborative platform, bringing together diverse stakeholders, including 
governments, private sector, international organizations, academia, civil society and youth. 
It will foster actional solutions combating plastic pollution effectively on a global scale, 
paving the way for inclusive and impactful outcomes. 

 

Objectives 

• Highlight the Republic of Korea’s EPR, as models for effective plastic waste 
management.  

• Launch USPC pilot projects showcasing the UN System’s collaboration with K-eco 
aimed at supporting plastic waste reduction in developing countries. 

• Present UNOSD’s Waste Management and Circular Economy Policy Support System 
as a valuable resource for global evidence-based and data-driven policy. 

• Foster discussions on innovative policies for the transition to a plastic-free and 
sustainable future. 
 

Expected Participants: Approximate 70-100 attendees including government officials, 
international organizations, private sector, civil society, academia and youth.  

  



 
Draft Agenda 

Time Item 
15:10-
15:25  

Opening Session 
- Opening Remarks: Seung Chull Ok, Director of Resource 

Recirculation Department, K-eco  
- Welcome Remarks: Chun Kyoo Park, Head of Office, UNOSD 

Welcome Remarks (video message): Anne Juepner, Director, UNDP 
Seoul Policy Centre  

15:25-
15:45  

Session 1: Republic of Korea’s Best Practices in Ending Plastic 
Pollution 

- Presentation on the Republic of Korea’s EPR: Young ju Baek, Deputy 
manager of Municipal Waste information Division, K-eco  

15:45-
16:05  

Session 2: Launch of USPC Pilot Projects on Plastic Waste Reduction  
- Overview of USPC’s pilot projects in partner countries  
- How the pilot projects will support national strategies:  

16:05-
16:25  

Session 3: Waste Management and Circular Economy Policy Support 
System  

- Overview of Waste Management and Circular Economy Policy 
Support System: Sara Castro de Hallgren, Sustainable 
Development Officer, UNOSD  

16:25-
17:25  

Panel Discussion: Scaling Up Data-driven Solutions and Innovative 
models for a Plastic-Free Future 

1) Young ju Baek, Deputy manager of Municipal Waste information 
Division, K-eco  

2) Sung-hoon Kang, Director of Production, Jeju Special Self-
Governing Province Development Corp.  

3) Annalis Wiramidjaja, Sustainable Development Specialist, 
GGGI  

4) Subin Byun, Representative, Diphda Jeju  
- Interactive discussion with audience  

17:25- 
17:35  

Closing Remarks: Summary of key takeaways and next Steps 
  

 


