
Attaining the SDGs for SIDS & LDCs  

Background 
Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals is hampered by the problems of waste, inequality, biodiver-

sity loss and Climate Change (UN Independent Group of Scientists 2019). Climate Change is a major barrier 

to development in SIDS and an existential threat to living standards (Commonwealth Secretariat 2022). 

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and Least Developed Countries (LDCs) likely contribute very little to 

the climate crisis, since their emissions are low (e.g. Caribbean SIDS contribute 0.36% of global carbon 

emissions (Bárcena Ibarra et al. 2020)). However, SIDS and LDCs in the tropics will experience unprece-

dented climates before countries at higher latitudes (Mora et al. 2013). Many of these countries contain valu-

able ecosystems, some of which have worldwide significance in terms of Biodiversity, their ability to se-

quester carbon and support livelihoods.  

 

Tourism in most tropical SIDS is dependent on healthy coral reefs. These ecosystems will reach a “tipping 

point” if temperatures rise more than 1.5°C above historical norms, causing 70% to 90% loss of reefs (Mora 

et al. 2013), (Hoegh-Guldberg et al. 2019) and (McKay et al. 2022). SIDS are among the most tourism-de-

pendent countries worldwide; within the Americas, the 14 most tourism-dependent countries are SIDS 

(Mooney and Zegarra 2020). COVID-19 affected the economies of tourism-dependent countries badly, sug-

gesting that changes in the structure of those economies are needed to increase their resilience (Gounder and 

Cox 2022). 

 

However, significant funds are required to build resilient structures and economies and to repair damage 

from catastrophic events such as cyclones. A single storm can cause damage and loss of over 200% of GDP 

(Bárcena Ibarra et al. 2020) and repeated events increase inequality (Miljkovic and Miljkovic 2014). Access 

to finance to retool economies, replace lost or damaged infrastructure and adapt to climate change, though 

vital for SIDS, is hard to access. Access to concessional developmental finance is determined by per capita 

GDP, although this is not a measure of wellbeing (Sen, Fitoussi, and Stiglitz 2010). A recent study on Cli-

mate-Related Expenditure in the Jamaican Government’s Budget indicated that more than 50% came from 

Government funds, with the remainder from overseas sources.  

Recommendations 
 SIDS & LDCs need to diversify their economies to increase resilience and improve human wellbeing 

 Consequently, they should invest heavily in increasing human capital through skills training and educa-

tion, while increasing tertiary enrolment and access to education 

 Building a culture of science and evidence-based policy would increase resilience  

 SIDS should be allowed concessional access to funds from development banks and funders to pay for 

adaptation to climate change and build resilience 

 Developed countries should increase investment in SIDS and LDCs to ensure the sustainability of eco-

systems that play a role in carbon sequestration 
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