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Introduction to UNOSD

▰ Established under a Host Country Agreement (HCA) framework with the Government of 
the Republic of Korea and MoU with the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of 
Korea in 2011.

▰ Strategically positioned in Songdo Incheon, Republic of Korea; the Office has been 
operational since 2012

▰ Serves as a technical arm of the Division for Sustainable Development Goals (DSDG) of 
the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA)

Activities in 2025
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▰ The overarching objective of UNOSD is to strengthen the capacity of UN Member States to plan and 
undertake integrated sustainability transformation, particularly in the context of the Agenda 2030 and the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

▰ The eight main focused SDGs of the office are:

Activities in 2025

Strengthening the Capacity of Member States 
Towards 2030 Agenda and the SDGs
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Our Strategy

Vision Mission

Outcomes (a)

Outcomes (b)
By the end of 2030, UNOSD will be 
a key institution partnering with 
member states to create 
substantive success stories in the 
achievement of the environmental 
SDGs under the leadership of 
DESA/USG 

We are committed to finding 
solutions to advance the 
environmental SDGs tailored to 
target countries’ needs.

We are dedicated to connecting 
stakeholders with expertise, 
knowledge and tools for 
transformative changes towards 
the environmental SDGs

Enhanced knowledge among Member States,
particularly developing countries, including SIDS, 
LLDCs, and LDCs, and countries with economies in 
transition on strategies, policies and practical 
solutions and actions.

Enhanced capacity of Member States,
to develop and implement policies, plans and 
programmes to accelerate the implementation of 
internationally agreed Sustainable Development 
Goals, particularly the 2030 Agenda, at the national 
and subnational levels by 2030.

UNOSD Strategy Phase 2



Our Strategy (cont’d)

Activities in 2025

Progress assessments, gap 
analyses, lessons learned, best 

practices

Trainings, workshops, 
forums, conferences, expert 

group meetings

Sharing information, tools and resources 
available with relevant stakeholders

Supporting design, implementation, 
and monitoring of national 

sustainable development strategies

Research

Knowledge 
Sharing 

Policy 
Advisory

Capacity 
DevelopmentCapacity

Development Research

Knowledge 
Sharing

Policy 
Advisory



Capacity Development

Activities in 2025

March 2025, Workshop on Accelerating Progress on the Water-Energy-
Food-Ecosystems (WEFE) in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Co-organized by UNOSD, UNESCO, IHE Delft and UNEP’s CTCN, this workshop
brought together policymakers and multi-stakeholder partners from Sub-Saharan
Africa to share WEFE Nexus success cases, identify barriers and gaps, and develop
country and institutional action plans to accelerate SDG progress across food
systems, energy access and affordability, and environmental challenges including
climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution.

March 2025, Executive Training Course for Policymakers on the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
Co-organized by UNOSD, UNFCCC, UNESCAP and the NDC Partnership, this training
provided policymakers with a comprehensive understanding of the concepts and
tools necessary for mainstreaming and implementing national strategies to achieve
the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and integrate
these goals into their daily work effectively.
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Capacity Development (cont’d)

Activities in 2025

April 2025, Eastern Africa Workshop on Waste Management and 
Circular Economy
Jointly organized by UNOSD and partners, this workshop strengthened capacity on
waste management and resource circularity in Eastern Africa by sharing evidence-
based tools, case studies and best practices, and supporting participants to identify
key barriers and develop practical, collaborative recommendations to advance
sustainable waste management systems and circular economy policies.

April 2025, Using SDG-6 Policy Support System (SDG6-PSS) to facilitate 
countries in Africa for water-related sustainable development.
Co-organized by UNOSD, UNU-INWEH, UNESCO i-WSSM, K-water and AMCOW, this
workshop supported African water policymakers and practitioners to use SDG6-PSS
to address evidence gaps and strengthen water related decision making. It facilitated
cross country knowledge exchange, reviewed lessons from the “Water in the World
We Want” project and identified practical approaches to expand SDG6-PSS use and
accelerate progress on SDG 6.



Capacity Development (cont’d)

Activities in 2025

May 2025, Workshop and Accelerator Session at the World Circular 
Economy Forum (WCEF) 2025
Co-organized by UNOSD, ECLAC and IDB (with support from K eco), these sessions 
at WCEF 2025 (14–15 May, Sao Paulo) brought together government counterparts 
from Latin America and the Caribbean to compare data quality challenges, identify 
capacity gaps, and promote a shared, replicable set of indicators to strengthen 
evidence-based policies and track regional progress.

June 2025, Side Events at the World Environment Day 2025.
During World Environment Day 2025 in Jeju (4–5 June), UNOSD hosted two side
events under the theme “Beat Plastic Pollution” to strengthen capacity, evidence-
based policy and financing for a global plastics treaty, showcase Korea’s best
practices on plastic waste management, and officially launch the Waste Management
and Circular Economy Policy Support System (WMPSS) with partners K eco and
UNDP.



Capacity Development (cont’d)

Activities in 2025

June 2025, Side Events at the UN Ocean Conference Nice 2025
UNOSD organized three side events at the 2025 UN Ocean Conference in Nice (10–
12 June) to accelerate implementation of SDG 14 by advancing cooperation on
sustainable fisheries (SDG 14.4), promoting data driven solutions and financing to
reduce marine pollution through stronger waste management systems (WMPSS),
and exploring pathways to scale investments in blue carbon ecosystems such as
seagrass and coastal habitats.

July 2025, The 7th Greenhouse Gas Inventory System Training Workshop
Co-organized by UNOSD with UNESCAP, UNFCCC, IPCC and CBIT-GSP, this training
workshop (15–18 July 2025, Almaty, Kazakhstan) strengthened the capacity of
national experts from Africa and Asia-Pacific to develop and use greenhouse gas
inventories for NDC implementation. It focused on applying IPCC guidelines and
reporting tools under the Enhanced Transparency Framework, improving energy
sector activity data collection, and addressing links with IPPU and waste sectors.



Capacity Development (cont’d)

Activities in 2025

July-August 2025, Waste Management and Circular Economy Study Tour 
for Comoros, Ghana, Madagascar, and Morocco.
UNOSD hosted a study tour in Incheon, Republic of Korea (29 July–1 August 2025)
for experts from Comoros, Ghana, Madagascar and Morocco to strengthen practical
capacity on waste management and circular economy approaches. Through training
and field visits to Korea’s facilities, participants learned end to end waste system
practices, from separation and recycling to incineration, biomass recovery and
landfilling, and explored how these lessons could inform policy and infrastructure
improvements at home.



Capacity Development (cont’d)

Activities in 2025

August 2025, Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) Youth Summer Camp.
UNOSD and GGGI organized the 2025 SDGs Youth Summer Camp in Seoul (19–21
August 2025), bringing together international youth to deepen understanding of the
2030 Agenda and strengthen leadership and problem-solving skills around the
global plastic pollution agenda. Through expert dialogues and hands on activities,
participants developed awareness raising and solution oriented social media
campaigns aligned with plastic related SDG implementation and the emerging
global plastics treaty process.

August 2025, Western Africa Workshop on Waste Management and Circular

Economy.
Organized by UNOSD in Accra, Ghana (26–28 August 2025), this workshop
strengthened Western African capacity on waste management and circular economy,
with a focus on closing data gaps and using WMPSS to support evidence-based
policymaking. It promoted stronger national coordination and helped participants
develop practical, inclusive recommendations, including attention to gender, youth
and the informal sector.



Capacity Development (cont’d)

Activities in 2025

September 2025, National Wetland Inventory Training Programme Module 2.
UNOSD co-organized a training in Incheon (8–12 September 2025) with Korea’s National
Institute of Ecology and the Convention on Wetlands Secretariat to build country
capacity on earth observation and GIS for national wetland inventories. Participants
worked with global spatial datasets, created prototype maps and databases using
open access tools, and exchanged best practices on combining remote sensing with
fieldwork.
October 2025, International Mayors Forum.
Organized by UNOSD in collaboration with UN DESA and UN-Habitat in Toyota City,
Japan (14–16 October 2025), the International Mayors Forum brought together
mayors, governors and local leaders from 34 countries to advance SDG localization
through stronger multi-level governance, place-based financing, and improved data
for Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs). A key outcome was the Toyota Action Plan for
Partnerships to track commitments and share solutions, and hosting was handed
over to Ecuador for the 2026 edition.



Capacity Development (cont’d)

▪ January 2025 - Investing in Ocean Solutions: Towards a Brighter Future for the Ocean (High Level Retreat).

▪ November 2025 - Accelerating Climate Action: SDG Pavilion at COP 30 and Climate impacts on glaciers
(supporting Glaciers Conference in Dushanbe)

▪ November 2025 - 2027 Global Sustainable Development Report (GSDR) Asia and the Pacific Regional
Consultation

Activities in collaboration with DSDG/UN DESA:

Activities in 2025

 November 2025

Webinar: Accelerating 
the Water-Energy-
Food-Ecosystems 
(WEFE) Nexus for 
Sub-Saharan Africa.

Activities in collaboration with other partners:
▪ December 2025

Sustainable Developm
ent Goal 6 – Policy 
Support System (SDG 
6-PSS)Webinar.



Policy Advisory for Member States

UNOSD provides country-
specific advisory to 
developing countries to 
build institutional 
arrangements, set 
priorities and monitor the 
progress of their 
implementation of the 
SDGs. UNOSD has 
identified the needs of 
target countries within the 
following categories:

Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs), Landlocked 
Developing Countries 
(LLDCs) and Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS).

LLDCsSIDS
Bahrain , Cabo Verde, Comoros, Guinea-Bissau, 
Maldives, Mauritius, Sao Tomé and Principe, 
Seychelles, Singapore, Antigua and Barbuda, 
Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Cuba, Dominica, 
Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, 
Jamaica, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, 
Trinidad and Tobago, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall 
Islands, Micronesia (Federated States of), 
Nauru, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu, 
Vanuatu, American Samoa, Anguilla, Aruba, 
Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman 
Islands, Commonwealth of Northern Marianas, 
Cook Islands, Curacao, French Polynesia, 
Guadeloupe, Guam, Martinique, Montserrat, 
New Caledonia, Niue, Puerto Rico, Sint Maarten, 
Turks and Caicos Islands, U.S. Virgin Islands

Afghanistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bhutan, 
Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Central 
African Republic, Chad, Eswatini, Ethiopia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, 
Mongolia, Nepal, Niger, North Macedonia, 
Paraguay, Plurinational State of Bolivia, 
Republic of Moldova, Rwanda, South Sudan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uganda, Uzbekistan, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe

LDCs
Afghanistan, Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, 
Bhutan, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, 
Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, 
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, Haiti, Kiribati, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, 
Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal, Niger, 
Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Somalia, 
South Sudan, Sudan, Timor-Leste, Togo, 
Tuvalu, Uganda, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Yemen, Zambia

Activities in 2025



Research 

Third/Fourth Phase of Water in the World We Want: A Water-related SDG Policy Support System 
SDG 6 Policy Support System (SDG – PSS) is a web-based tool to generate evidence on the enabling environment of 
SDG 6 to support UN Member States' decision-making processes on SDG 6 related policy/activities.

Regional workshop on SDG6 PSS is planned with focus on further developing the tool and sharing its progress.

Water-Energy-Food-Ecosystems Nexus
Implement a roadmap on needs-based research, capacity development and policy support on a just 
transition and net-zero economy in the context of the nexus for member states in Sub-Saharan Africa

Policy Briefs, Factsheets, Guides and Manuals 
Respond to specific knowledge gaps such as i) national to local data and capacity gaps, ii) national and local 
consumption-based GHG emissions accounting methods and iii) policy coherence and systems thinking-for 
local governments

Waste Management and Circular Economy Policy Support System
To conduct studies with an aim to develop a policy support tool that will help UN Member States' decision-
making processes on waste management

Coordinate testing the tool and feeding into it from pilot countries expressing interest as regional hub countries.

Activities in 2025



Research 

Bridging Gaps, Empowering Change: Tackling Plastic Pollution
Co-published by UNOSD and GGGI, this report provides nine stand-alone insight briefs from global and 
national actors. It underscores the gaps, challenges, and policy frameworks that help countries 
enhance their preparedness through targeted development cooperation by focusing on real-world 
examples.

Activities in 2025

Accelerating Progress on the Water-energy-food-ecosystem (WEFE) Nexus in 

Sub-saharan Africa
This inter-agency policy brief calls for the adoption of the Water-Energy-Food-Ecosystems (WEFE) 
nexus as a governance and planning framework, emphasizing whole-of-government coordination, 
systems thinking, and high-impact, evidence-based interventions to accelerate sustainable 
development and improve community well-being across Sub-Saharan Africa.



Publications and Outreach

▰ As a broker of knowledge, UNOSD facilitates the sharing of information, tools and resources available for 
sustainable development practitioners. 

▰ Evidence-based publications related to office technical expertise areas and substantive capacity development and 
policy support outcomes related to country requests 

▰ Find these resources on the office webpage: unosd.un.org 

▰ Subscribe to UNOSD’s quarterly newsletters which can be done through office webpage: unosd.un.org

Activities in 2025



DEC
2025

NOV
2025

OCT
2025

SEP
2025

AUG
2025

JUL
2025

JUN
2025

MAY
2025

APR
2025

Timeline of Activities

MAR
2025

FEB
2025

JAN 
2025

26-28 Aug. 
Western Africa Workshop on 
Waste Management and the 
Circular Economy
Accra, Ghana

4-6 Nov.
2027 Global Sustainable 
Development Report Asia 
and the Pacific Regional 
Consultation
Incheon, RoK

* This timeline shows UNOSD activities and the side-events the Office is participating at major during the 2025 Work Cycle. 
Visit the webpage to see details of the activities

For more details about our activities visit: 
unosd.un.org

8-12 Sep.
National Wetland 
Inventory Training 
Programme Module 2
Incheon, RoK

29 July-1 Aug
Waste management workshop 
and field trips for technical staff 
from the Governments of 
Ghana, Comoros, Morocco, 
and Madagascar (36 pax total)
Incheon, RoK

14-15 May.
World Circular 
Economy Forum with 
PSS on Waste – LAC 
workshop to develop 
regional agenda and 
Accelerator 
Sessions (2)
Sao Paolo, Brazil

Activities in 2025

4-6 Mar.
Water-energy-food-
ecosystems nexus 
workshop
Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia

4-5 June.
World Environment 
Day events
Jeju, RoK

1-3 April.
Eastern Africa 
Workshop on Waste 
Management and 
Circular Economy
Antananarivo, 
Madagascar

10-12 June.
2025 UN Ocean 
Conference
Nice, France

14-16 Oct.
2025 
International 
Mayors Forum,
Tokio city, Japan

14-15Jan.
High Level Retreat: 
Investing in ocean 
solutions-Towards a 
brighter future for 
the ocean
Incheon, RoK

7 Mar.
14th Steering 
Committee 
Meeting
Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia

8-13 Mar.
Solid waste 
management 
scoping mission
Moroni, 
Comoros

18-22 Mar.
2025 Executive Training 
Course for Policymakers 
on the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development
Incheon, RoK

28-30 April.
Water PSS 
Africa Workshop
Dakar, Senegal

15-18 July.
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 
Inventory System 
Training Workshop (intra-
regional focus with Asia 
and Africa)
Almaty, Kazakhstan

19-21 Aug.
SDGs Youth 
Summer 
Camp
Seoul, RoK

30 Nov- 4 Dec.
Kyrgyz Republic 
scoping mission
Bishket, Kyrgyz Republic

https://unosd.un.org/
https://unosd.un.org/


Stay connected

Thank you!

unosdofficial un_osd un_osd unosd

https://unosd.un.org/ unosd@un.org

UNOSD Official
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