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1. Introduction

The 2025 Executive Training Course for Policymakers on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development took place with only five years remaining before 2030, amid growing concerns about
the world being off track in meeting the majority of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). As
noted by the Global Sustainable Development Report 2023, progress on many goals has been halted
or even reversed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, rising living costs, armed conflicts, and natural
disasters, resulting in increased poverty levels (GSDR, 2023). In addition, climate action remains a
crucial area impacting the achievement of the SDGs, with 2024 recorded as the hottest year on

record and greenhouse gas concentrations reaching record levels in 2023 (WMO, 2024).

The urgency for accelerated and integrated implementation of climate and sustainable development
policies has been further emphasised. The 2023 Global Stocktake of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change summarised in the outcome document that "despite overall progress
on mitigation, adaptation and means of implementation and support, Parties are not yet collectively
on track towards achieving the purpose of the Paris Agreement and its long-term goals" and calls for
"accelerating action in this critical decade on the basis of the best available science" while
emphasising that "finance, capacity-building and technology transfer are critical enablers of climate
action" (UNFCCC, 2023). Meanwhile, the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Emissions
Gap Report 2024 notes that nations must deliver dramatically stronger Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs), with cuts of 42 percent by 2030 and 57 percent by 2035 needed to be on track
for limiting global warming to 1.5°C (UNEP, 2024b).

At COP29 in Baku, Azerbaijan, negotiating parties made some progress on ensuring increased
climate finance flows to support climate action in developing countries. This includes an increase of
the annual climate finance target and the operationalisation of the Loss and Damage Fund, which
could leverage additional sources of funding for climate action and sustainable development, if
implemented properly. However, while negotiations are slowly progressing, there is significant
disagreement between developing and developed countries on the responsibility, commitment,
delivery and disbursement of climate finance. While the final outcome was an agreement to triple
climate finance to developing countries to 300bn $US annually, the agreed amount was far from the
1,3 US$ trillion needed for climate action annually (Pauw, 2025; UNEP, 2024a).

Recognising the intertwined nature of sustainable development and climate action, the United
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) has been leading initiatives to foster
synergies and co-benefits between the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement through the Climate
Action and SDGs Synergies Platform and the Expert Group for Climate and SDG Synergies, which has
published several reports, outlining the need and making the empirical case for synergistic
implementation. Examples include use of tools for vertical policy coherence analysis, such has in
Monterrey, Mexico, where the SDG Synergies tool, a tool for analysing policy interaction through
systems thinking (Weitz et al., 2018), was piloted to explore policy interactions between mitigation
and adaptation actions at local and state levels with the objective to ensure vertical alignment in


https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/01/10/2024-hottest-year-record-1-5-eu-climate-service-copernicus/
https://www.climatechangenews.com/2025/01/10/2024-hottest-year-record-1-5-eu-climate-service-copernicus/
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/news/cop29-un-climate-conference-agrees-to-triple-finance-to-developing-countries-protecting-lives-and
https://unfccc.int/news/cop29-un-climate-conference-agrees-to-triple-finance-to-developing-countries-protecting-lives-and
https://sdgs.un.org/climate-sdgs-synergies
https://sdgs.un.org/climate-sdgs-synergies#expert_group
https://www.sdgsynergies.org/

implementation (Nilsson et al., 2024). Another example is the use of Integrated National Financing
Frameworks (INFF). Examples from Colombia’s and Indonesia’s INFF’s showed how climate action
and SDG objectives could be reinforced into one financing framework by using climate/SDG budget
tagging and aligning domestic budgets with international climate finance support (UN, 2023, 2024).

The 2025 Executive Training Course was designed to build upon and reinforce these efforts by
assisting UN Member States in adopting systems-thinking and integrated approaches to translating
global synergies and co-benefits between SDGs and climate action into domestic priorities.
Following the 2024 edition's focus on building capacity for understanding synergistic approaches,
the 2025 ETC edition aimed to enhance the practical knowledge, skills, and capabilities of member
states in implementing sustainable development and climate planning through an integrated

approach that focuses on coherent policy implementation, knowledge and data governance, and
integrated financing.

This report provides a comprehensive overview of the training course, including key presentations,
discussions, and group activities and countries’ Call to Action plans. The rest of this chapter will
outline the case for stronger integration between climate and sustainable development policies and
domestic priorities and situate the 2025 ETC in this context. Following this, Chapter 2 offers a
processual summary of the training course and its sessions. Here, the report synthesises country
experiences and best practices in aligning SDGs and climate action, highlighting opportunities for
acceleratingintegrated implementation. The report also presents the Call-to-Action Plans developed
by participants, which outline concrete steps for advancing synergistic approaches in their
respective countries. Section 3 offers concluding remarks and outlines future policy needs.

1.1 Increased Urgency to Accelerate Progress on the Global Sustainability
Agendas

Countries' slow progress on implementation underscore the critical need for more effective
coordination, coherence, and integration between the SDGs and the Paris Agreement. With only five
years remaining to achieve the 2030 Agenda, and current trajectories indicate that the world is on
course for a temperature increase of 2.6-3.1°C according to UNEP's Emissions Gap Report 2024
(UNEP, 2024b). As the window for effective action is rapidly closing, increased urgency has catalysed
multiple initiatives aimed at breaking down silos between different sustainability frameworks and
fostering more integrated approaches to implementation.

The abovementioned collaboration between UN DESA and the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) is a case in point, revealing that fragmentation remains a key barrier to
progress, with institutions, financing mechanisms, and data systems often operating in isolation
from one another. However, the urgency for integration extends beyond the climate-SDG nexus. The

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) has recognised that biodiversity loss, climate change, and
sustainable development are interconnected challenges requiring coherent responses. In January
2025, the CBD Secretariat issued a notification calling for input on enhancing coherence between
climate change, land degradation and biodiversity agendas, acknowledging that these crises share

common drivers and solutions. This initiative builds on the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity


https://unosd.un.org/sites/unosd.un.org/files/sdg_ndc_3.0_training_synthesis_report_final_0.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/climate
https://www.cbd.int/climate
https://www.cbd.int/api/v2013/documents/5ACD0730-4CD3-AB40-E971-54CDE8070AD2/attachments/212401/CLARA.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/api/v2013/documents/5ACD0730-4CD3-AB40-E971-54CDE8070AD2/attachments/212401/CLARA.pdf

Framework adopted in 2022, which explicitly calls for alignment with the Paris Agreement and the
2030 Agenda (Boran & Pettorelli, 2024).

Additionally, the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development continues to emphasise
integrated approaches. The 2025 HLPF theme, "Advancing sustainable, inclusive, science- and
evidence-based solutions for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable
Development Goals for leaving no one behind," reflects the need for evidence-based planning and
data-driven investments that can simultaneously advance multiple objectives. With 39 countries
presenting their Voluntary National Reviews in 2025, many of which will highlight national progress
on climate action, there is a critical opportunity to showcase and learn from integrated approaches.
Complementing this backward-looking review approach of VNRs, the third generation of NDCs,
which most countries plan to submit in 2025, is an opportunity to demonstrate enhanced ambition

while explicitly integrating climate action with sustainable development priorities and deliver more
effective and equitable outcomes for both climate and development objectives.

Recent global events have further underscored the importance of coherent action. The Summit of
the Future in 2024 resulted in the Pact for the Future, which encompasses commitments across

various domains including sustainable development, climate change, and digital cooperation. Its
annexes, the Global Digital Compact and the Declaration on Future Generations, emphasise the
importance of including the rights and needs of future generations as part of integrated approaches
to climate and sustainable development. The Pact specifically calls for strengthening the role of the
High-Level Political Forum and ensuring that sustainable development remains at the center of
global efforts.

The financial dimensions of integration have also gained prominence. In addition to the increased
climate finance target, discussed in the previous chapter, the Fourth International Conference on
Financing for Development, scheduled for 2025 in Seville, Spain, aims to reform the international
financial architecture to better support integrated approaches to sustainable development and
climate action. At the national level, the Integrated National Financing Framework (INFF) approach
has gained significant traction, with over 85 countries now developing or implementing an INFF to
align public and private finance with national sustainable development priorities, including climate
objectives.

Evidence continues to mount regarding the benefits of integrated approaches. New research has
shown that countries pursuing aligned strategies between their NDCs and national development
plans can achieve better outcomes across multiple dimensions (Browne et al., 2023). Meanwhile,
seeking coherence inimplementation does not only support more effective implementation, but also
contributes to increased benefits for all societal groups and particularly vulnerable communities
(Browne et al., fc.)'. Yet despite these advances, significant challenges remain. The disconnect
between global commitments and national implementation continues to widen, making integrated
approaches not just beneficial but essential for closing the ambition gap.

' Paper submitted to Nature Sustainability in May 2025.


https://hlpf.un.org/2025
https://www.germanwatch.org/sites/default/files/a_primer_on_nationally_determined_contributions_3.0.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-the-future/pact-for-the-future
https://www.un.org/global-digital-compact/en
https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-the-future/declaration-on-future-generations
https://financing.desa.un.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/FFD4%20Outcome%20First%20Draft.pdf
https://financing.desa.un.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/FFD4%20Outcome%20First%20Draft.pdf
https://inff.org/country-experiences
https://inff.org/assets/DESA_deep_dives/inff-and-climate_final.pdf
https://inff.org/assets/DESA_deep_dives/inff-and-climate_final.pdf

1.2 Translating Global Synergies to Domestic Contexts

A growing body of evidence demonstrates that synergies between climate action and sustainable
development significantly outnumber trade-offs (Figure 1). Bennich et al., (2023) and Dawes et al.,
(2022) put emphasise in SDGs internally, while Dzebo and Shawoo (2023) and Moreno et al. (2023)
specifically highlight the Paris Agreement and the 2030 Agenda. The IPCC's Sixth Assessment Report
identifies that climate mitigation and adaptation measures generate more positive interactions with
the SDGs than negative ones across all sectors (IPCC, 2023b). In mitigation, for example, increased
scale-out of renewable energy capacity would lead to a significant increase of employment
opportunities and have a positive economic effect on communities. It would also create industries
along the value chain and spur industrial innovation. Such expansion of renewable energy capacity
can also rapidly increase energy access to areas and communities that are still today living without
access to electricity, making progress on reducing poverty and inequality (Guilanpour et al., 2023).
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Figure 1 Matrix of evidence of positive and negative SDG interactions. Size indicates the weight of interaction or the
supporting knowledge. (Source: Pham-Truffert et al. (2020))

However, these encouraging global assessments often mask the complexity of implementing
synergistic approaches within specific national contexts. While research may identify hundreds of
potential synergies, these are typically based on generalised models and theoretical frameworks that
don't account for the unique political, economic, social, and cultural circumstances of individual



countries (Nilsson et al., 2024). Contextual factors and domestic constraints (Figure 2) mean that
synergies acquire completely different meanings in different countries and regions. What appears as
aclear synergy at the global level, such as transitioning to renewable energy creating green jobs, may
face significant barriers in countries with limited technical capacity, entrenched fossil fuel interests,
or competing development priorities (Shawoo et al., 2023). This can also result in a situation where
policymakers may recognise the potential for synergies but lack the practical guidance needed to
navigate the complex trade-offs and political dynamics required for implementation (Moure et al.,
2021). For instance, while shifting agricultural subsidies from conventional to climate-smart

practices may theoretically create multiple synergies, the political economy of such reforms can be
extremely challenging and create adverse effects on smallholder farmers, particularly in countries
where traditional farming constituencies hold significant influence.
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Figure 2 Sustainable development pathways (IPCC, 2023a)

Addressing this knowledge gap and policy conundrum is essential for moving from aspirational
discussions of synergies to effective integrated implementation. This requires developing context-
specific methodologies that can identify realistic synergies within national circumstances, building


https://www.cepa.lk/blog/creating-a-new-poor-the-fertiliser-ban-that-marked-the-beginning-of-the-end/
https://www.cepa.lk/blog/does-policy-coherence-matter/

institutional capacity for cross-sectoral coordination, and creating practical tools that help
policymakers navigate trade-offs while maximising co-benefits.

1.3 ETC Purpose and Objectives

The 2025 Executive Training Course for Policymakers was designed to address the critical gap
between global frameworks for SDG implementation and their practical implementation at the
national level. In 2024, it took a new direction where emphasis was directed towards interactions,
coherence and synergies between the SDGs and climate action. Building on the foundation
established in the 2024 edition, which focused on building capacity for understanding synergistic
approaches, the 2025 course specifically aimed to equip policymakers with the tools and knowledge
needed to operationalise integrated approaches within their national contexts.

The main objective of the 2025 ETC was to enhance the knowledge, skills, mindsets, and overall
capacities of member states in implementing sustainable development and climate planning,
policymaking, and policy shaping through an integrated approach. This objective was pursued
through a holistic, practical approach that focused on coherent policy implementation, knowledge
and data governance, and integrated financing. The course particularly targeted senior government
officials from developing countries responsible forimplementing both the 2030 Agenda and the Paris
Agreement and/or general national planning, including those working on the development of NDCs.

The specific objectives of the training were threefold:

e Strengthen practical knowledge and skills for aligning and integrating SDGs and climate
action in national planning, through a holistic approach that addresses institutional
coordination, data management, and financing mechanisms;

¢ Facilitate networking and the exchange of proven practices and case studies among
public policymakers to maximise efficiency and effectiveness of national planning and policy
on sustainable development and climate action;

e Foster peer-to-peer collaboration and enhance partnership-building capacities across
government agencies and departments to ensure integrated and evidence-based
policymaking and reporting on sustainable development and climate action.

The four-day intensive training programme was structured around progressive themes that built
toward practical implementation:

Day 1: Setting the Scene focused on progress in synergised approaches for SDG and climate action
integration, featuring presentations from UN DESA, UNFCCC, and ESCAP on global developments
including the Pact for the Future, COP29 outcomes, and NDCs 3.0. Countries shared their
experiences in integrating climate and SDG planning, with particular attention to challenges and
opportunities in strengthening efficiencies.

Day 2: Governance and Policy explored institutional frameworks and policy integration,
emphasising whole-of-government and whole-of-society approaches. Sessions covered inclusive



governance, multi-stakeholder engagement, and the use of data tools for integrated policymaking.
Participants worked in thematic groups to develop integrated policy proposals.

Day 3: Finance addressed the critical challenge of mobilising and aligning financial resources for
integrated implementation. Sessions examined innovations in climate and SDG financing, country
experiences with integrated finance strategies, and practical approaches to developing bankable
projects that deliver multiple benefits.

Day 4: Call to Action culminated in participants developing concrete action plans for advancing
synergistic approaches in their countries. These plans outlined specific steps for improving policy
coherence, enhancing data systems, and mobilising finance for integrated climate and SDG action.

The course employed a participatory methodology combining expert presentations, country case
studies, group exercises, and peer-to-peer learning. Participants were organised into thematic
groups focused on key sectors: Climate-Resilient Infrastructure and Urban Adaptation; Climate-
Smart Agriculture and Food Security; Nature-Based Solutions and Land Restoration; and Renewable
Energy and Low-Carbon Development. This structure allowed for sector-specific exploration of
synergies while maintaining focus on cross-cutting integration challenges.

The desired outcome was for participants to leave with actionable Call-to-Action Plans that would
serve as roadmaps for implementing synergistic approaches in their countries. These plans were
expected to address the specific barriers identified in their national contexts while leveraging
opportunities for integration. By connecting practitioners facing similar challenges and sharing
successful approaches from countries already making progress, the training aimed to accelerate the
transition from conceptual understanding to practical implementation of climate-SDG synergies.

The 2025 ETC thus represented a critical step in the evolution of capacity-building efforts, moving
beyond awareness-raising to focus on the nuts and bolts of implementation. By addressing the
practical challenges of institutional coordination, data integration, and financing alignment, the
course aimed to equip participants with the tools needed to translate global synergies into national
action, ultimately contributing to more effective and efficient progress toward both climate and
sustainable development goals.



2. 2025 Executive Training Course for Policymakers on the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development

2.1 Preparation and Planning

The 2025 ETC took place in Incheon, Republic of Korea from 18-21 March 2025 at the Holiday Inn
Songdo. The four-day intensive training brought together 40 participants from 21 countries,
representing a diverse range of developing nations including Least Developed Countries (LDCs),
Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs), and Small Island Developing States (SIDS).

Participants were senior government officials from key ministries and agencies responsible for
climate action and SDG implementation. The cohort included directors and deputy directors from
ministries of environment, climate change, and sustainable development; senior planning officers
from national development planning commissions; focal points for SDGs and climate finance; and
representatives from ministries of finance, agriculture, and natural resources. Notable was the
participation of high-level officials, including assistant ministers and principal planners, reflecting
the strategic importance countries placed on integrating climate and SDG agendas.

The participating countries spanned multiple regions: East and Southeast Asia (Indonesia, Lao PDR,
Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand); South Asia (Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka); Pacific (Papua New
Guinea, Tonga); Africa (Comoros, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, Uganda,
Zimbabwe); Central Asia (Kyrgyz Republic); Latin America (Costa Rica); and the Caucasus (Armenia).
This geographic diversity ensured rich cross-regional learning and exchange of experiences from
varied development contexts.

During the preparation phase, a comprehensive survey was distributed to all participating countries
to assess their current status and specific needs regarding climate-SDG integration. The survey
focused on seven key areas:

1. Current challenges in both climate action and SDG implementation within national contexts

2. Progress made on 2024 Call to Action Plans aligning SDGs and climate action in national
policies, plans, and strategies

3. Successful examples of SDG-climate integration already implemented

4. Major barriers preventing the achievement of synergies between climate action and SDGs

5. Specific needs and how the training could help address national challenges

6. Priority topics and sessions participants wished to see included in the training

7. Best practices and experiences participants could share with others

The survey responses revealed common challenges across countries, including institutional
fragmentation, limited financial resources, data gaps, and capacity constraints in implementing
integrated approaches. Many countries reported initial progress in policy alignment but faced
significant barriers in practical implementation. These insights directly informed the design of the
training sessions, ensuring the curriculum addressed participants' needs.



Based on survey feedback, the ETC was structured around four thematic areas that reflected
participants' priority areas (Table 1). This thematic organisation allowed for targeted discussions
while maintaining opportunities for cross-sectoral learning. The survey also highlighted strong
interest in practical tools, financing mechanisms, and peer learning opportunities, which were
incorporated throughout the four-day programme.

Country Groups Thematic Area

Climate-Resilient Infrastructure and Urban

1. Tonga, Liberia, Mali, Lao PDR, Papua New Guinea .
Adaptation

2. Ghana, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,
Climate-Smart Agriculture and Food Security
3. Philippines, Zimbabwe, Comoros, Kenya

4. Costa Rica, Uganda, Indonesia, Ethiopia, Malaysia, | Nature-Based Solutions and Land
Madagascar Restoration

Renewable Energy and Low-Carbon

5. Armenia, Bhutan, Thailand, Kyrgyz Republic
Development

Table 1 Priority deep-dive areas

Ten countries attending the 2025 ETC were also preparing to present their Voluntary National Reviews
(VNRs) at the 2025 High-level Political Forum: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Ethiopia, Ghana, Indonesia,
Kyrgyz Republic, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, and Thailand. This convergence provided
a unique opportunity to discuss empirical alignment of climate-SDG integration efforts with national
SDG reporting processes.

The preparation phase also included coordination with speakers and experts: e.g. partner
organisations, including UNFCCC Regional Collaboration Centre for Asia and the Pacific, ESCAP, the
NDC Partnership, and the Green Climate Fund; research institutes, including the Stockholm
Environment Institute and the Ewha Womans University; and civil society organisations, including
the SDSN Youth Korea. The partners provided complementary expertise and ensured that the ETC
added meaningful contribution and avoided duplication of efforts from other processes. Partners
and experts also contributed to session design and facilitation, bringing specialised knowledge in
climate policy, regional development, and NDC implementation support.

2.2 Day 1: Setting the Scene

The training course started with welcoming remarks by Mr. Chun Kyoo Park, UNOSD Head of Office
welcoming the participants and introducing the keynote speaker, the 17th President of Ewha
Womans University, Professor Emeritus Eun Mee Kim. Professor Kim, who belonged to the
Independent Group of Scientists (IGS), a group of scientists who lead the development of the 2019
Global Sustainable Development Report. Professor Kim provided a comprehensive overview of the
urgent need for integrated SDG and climate action. The keynote address traced the evolution from
the 2019 Global Sustainable Development Report's framework to the current challenges, highlighting

how the COVID-19 pandemic, climate crisis, and global inequalities have reversed SDG progress.


https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr/gsdr2019
https://sdgs.un.org/gsdr/gsdr2019
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Professor Kim emphasised the criticalimportance of synergistic approaches between climate action
and sustainable development, presenting insights from the UN-DESA Expert Group on Climate-SDG
Synergies. The Expert Group have published multiple reports on making the case for synergies
through strengthening knowledge and data, policy frameworks, financial systems, and cities.
Professor Kim emphasised the importance of coherent policymaking to integrate global and
domestic priorities (Figure 3) and concluded with a call to action, urging participants to act now and
together, particularly given the changing global political landscape and with only five years remaining
until 2030.

Session 1 ‘Setting the Scene - progress on synergised approaches for SDG and climate action
integration.’

This first session updated participants on global progress toward achieving Agenda 2030, the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and the Paris Agreement. Key international representatives
from UN organisations highlighted the critical interconnections between climate change,
development, and sustainable progress. The presentations emphasised the urgent need to break
down sectoral silos and develop integrated approaches to addressing global challenges. The session
underscored that while progress has been made, significant challenges remain in achieving the 2030
Agenda, with only limited success across various Sustainable Development Goals. Session speakers
stressed the importance of:

1. Recognising the complex interdependencies between climate, development, and social
equity

Increasing climate finance (projected to need $1.3 trillion annually by 2035)

Developing more coherent policy implementation frameworks

Engaging multiple stakeholders, including youth and marginalised communities
Understanding the long-term implications of current climate actions

ok owb
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Session started with Ms. Sara Castro-Hallgren, Sustainable Development Officer at UNOSD,
introducing the UNOSD and setting the context and purpose of the session, highlighting the
importance of discussing opportunities for global progress on synergising Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) and climate action. She also pointed to the importance of dealing with implementation
challenges and emphasised the significant financing gap for SDG implementation, the misalignment
between disbursement of finance and where it is needed the most, emphasising that 82% of global
population only receive 20% of global development finance.

Following the overview and context presentation, Mr. Joop Theunissen, Deputy Chief at UNDESA's
Office of Intergovernmental Support and Coordination for Sustainable Development, presented
virtually on the Pact for the Future and progress on the 2030 Agenda. Mr. Theunissen's presentation
highlighted the High-level Political Forum (HLPF) as a crucial evidence-based review mechanism for
sustainable development progress. The 2025 HLPF will feature 37 Voluntary National Reviews
(VNRs) (Figure 4), bringing the cumulative total to 407 reports across countries, which reflects a
growing commitment to transparent reporting. The presentation underscored the complexity of
implementing the 2030 Agenda, where Mr. Theunissen pointed to systemic and structural
challenges, including persistent data gaps and trade inequalities. He called for more inclusive and
effective multilateral governance, advocating for nexus-based approaches that promote integrated,
cross-sectoral solutions to address interconnected global challenges.

Number of Times
Presenting/Region

Africa (10) Angola, Seychelles, South Eswatini, Ethiopia, The Gambia,
Africa Ghana, Lesotho, Nigeria, Sudan
Asia Pacific (14) Kyrgyzstan, Micronesia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iraq, Indonesia, Philippines,
Papua New Guinea Japan, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Qatar
Thailand
Eastern Europe (3) Bulgaria Belarus, Czech Republic
Latin America and the  Suriname Bahamas, Dominican Republic, EI  Guatemala
Caribbean (6) Salvador, Saint Lucia
Western Europe and Israel, Malta Finland, Germany
Other Groups (4)

Figure 42025 VNR Presenters (Source: Mr. Theunissen's presentation)

The following presentation by Ms. Julie Amoroso-Garbin's highlighted the outcomes of COP29,
including a new climate finance goal to increase funding from 100 US$ billion to US$ 300 billion
annually by 2035, and a roadmap to broader mobilisation target of USD 1.3 trillion in climate finance
per year. Ms. Garbin also emphasised the agreement on Article 6.2 and 6.4, which enables the
operationalisation of Carbon Markets under the Paris Agreement. On adaptation, the launch on Baku
Global Transparency Platform and a support programme for the Least Developed Countries (LDCs)
for implementation of National Adaptation Plans (NAPs). Ms. Garbin finished the presentation by
outlining the work ahead towards COP30, scheduled for 10-21 November 2025 in Brazil.
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Finally, Ms. Aneta Nikolova from ESCAP presented regional perspectives on climate action in Asia
and the Pacific. The presentation highlighted that the region contributes approximately 60% of global
greenhouse gas emissions, with electricity generation still heavily dependent on fossil fuels (Figure
5), which continues to be a fundamental challenge for the region’s sustainability ambitions.

Top 17 Asia-Pacific GHG emitting countries’ contribution to Top 17 GHG emitting countries and share of Asia-Pacific emissions
sectoral GHG emissions in 2023 in 2023
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Japan 3.29%
6000 slamic Republic of Iran 3.15%
Republic of Korea 2.079
4000 .
- Tirkiye 1.92%
= ! . = . Australia 1.81%
2000 = =
l = = Pakistan M 1.68%
—_
0 = . e = VietNam ™ 1.66%
” & & o Thailand 1.39%
\\\5 $ & \ @ .-3‘\ ) N el o
& S - & ‘\:, <&@ & Malaysia 1.03%
Kazakhstan 1.01%
» Bangladesh 0.89%
A Philippines 0.81%
mChina India ® Indonesia
Uzbekistan 0.68%
Islamic Republic of Iran ® Japan ® Republic of Korea
® Russian Federation m The other 10 countries 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 509 60%

Figure 5 Source: Ms. Nikolova's presentation

Ms. Nikolova discussed the important of integrated approaches that link adaptation and mitigation
with sustainable development and called for stronger focus on integration between the third
generation NDCs and national long-term strategies. She exemplified with the need for accelerating
the energy transition through renewable targets, advancing sustainable transport with greenhouse
gas reduction goals, and promoting cross-sector coordination. Ms. Nikolova encouraged
participants to access ESCAP's recent report on climate ambition in the Asia-Pacific region
(UNESCAP, 2024), and ended by underlining the importance of regional collaboration for achieving
the global sustainability goals.

Session 2 ‘Stocktaking Progress on the 2030 Agenda and Climate Action’

Session 2 provided in-depth analysis on the progress on climate action and the 2030 Agenda, and
particularly to what extent countries sought alignment and coherence in national implementation. It
consisted of two main parts, where the first featured presentations from UN officials and researchers
whilst the second part delved into national approaches to implementation of SDGs and climate
action, featuring presentations from Ghana, Indonesia, the Kyrgyz Republic, Liberia, and Sri Lanka,
the five attending countries who are in the process of completing their VNR. The session revealed
that while countries are committed to sustainable development, significant barriers remain in
translating global goals into domestic action.

The session was opened by Ms. Bahareh Seyedi, Senior Sustainable Development Officer at
UNDESA, delivering a video presentation where she outlined the evolution of the Climate Action and
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SDG Synergies Platform since 2019. Ms. Seyedi emphasised that the complexity of interconnected
crises, climate change, poverty, inequality, and biodiversity loss, demand integrated, holistic
solutions rather than siloed approaches. Ms. Seyedi highlighted the platform's achievements,
including annual global conferences (with the latest held in Brazil in September 2024) and the work
of the Expert Group on Climate and SDG Synergies, a multidisciplinary expert group that hitherto has
produced two global reports and four thematic reports outlining the benefits and the potential of

synergistic implementation. Despite this, however, Ms. Seyedi pointed out that progress remains
uneven across regions, with barriers including knowledge gaps, financial realighment issues, and
policy coherence challenges.

Following this, Mr. Simon Gilby, Sustainable Development Officer at UNOSD, and Dr. Adis Dzebo,
UNOSD Consultant and Senior Research Fellow at the Stockholm Environment Institute, jointly
presented on the progress and challenges in SDG-climate integration. First, Mr. Gilby provided a
detailed overview of the comprehensive four-day training programme, outlining its structure and
objectives. He explained how the course would include presentations, panel discussions, group
exercises, and finish with the development of Call to Action plans.

2024 Executive Training Course Call to Action Plans

Short Term Goals (1 -3 Medium Term Goals
CELE)) (2 - 6 months)

Long Term Goals
(1 year or more)

Stakeholder consuitations Institutional Coordination SDG and climate national
and engagement on between SDG and climate policy draft
allgnm?nt i Qﬁces. —_— ® Public-Private partnerships
Education, Awareness and Preparation of sensitisation f T G — t
High Level workshops and and capacity building slvpighaadadtas s
traininga. training materials projects. _
Knowledge dissemination at e e I

SDGs, NDC and National evaluation on SDG and NDC
all levels Development strategies. implementation projects
Mission report preparation SDG and climate synergy
and circulation to relevant policy development (limited)
agencies.

Establishment of working
groups on NDCs and SDGs.

Figure 6 Source: Mr. Gilby's presentation

He then reviewed outcomes from the previous year's executive training, where 20 countries
developed action plans categorised between short- medium- and long-term goals (Figure 6). Survey
feedbackrevealed progress in creating inter-agency coordination mechanisms, involving civil society
and private sector stakeholders, and developing tracking systems such as NDC tracking and open
data initiatives. However, significant challenges persist, including limited data availability, lack of
integrated platforms, insufficient funding for infrastructure, and gaps in access to climate finance.

Dr. Dzebo presented empirical research on policy coherence between climate action and the SDGs,
noting that incoherence is prevalent in all countries in the project’s analysis. Addressing then the
fundamental question: "Why are countries failing to implement coherent climate-SDG policies?", in
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his answer, he pointed to contextual barriers and challenges where synergies are often explored at
the hypothetical level and rarely based on empirical evaluation of their realisation and outcomes in
different country context. For example, most countries have climate and SDG policies that are largely
synergistic, but incoherence arises in their implementation. He then emphasised that coherent
policymaking is constrained by both institutional and political barriers (Shawoo et al., 2023), where
the first category dominates the discourse on climate-SDG synergies, while the second remains a
knowledge gap (Figure 7).

Institutional Barriers

~» Institutional Fragmentation and Silos /
~» Ineffective Stakeholder Participation and Lack of Inclusion *
-» Absence of vertical coordination structures and systems

I N SN O § BN § BN F S O BN § e e
"

Political Barriers ' »

~» Prioritisation of Economic Objectives Over Environmental Objectives
-» Internal Power Dynamics and Budget Allocation Between Public Institutions
-» Powerful Interest Groups Disproportionally Influencing Policy

-» Misinformation and lack of public awareness about climate and sustainability
issues

Figure 7 Institutional and political barriers to synergistic implementation of climate action and the SDGs (Source: Dr.
Dzebo's presentation).

Mr. Dzebo also highlighted novel findings on the consequences of coherent and incoherent
policymaking, where his project’s research found that, while all groups, and particularly so
vulnerable groups and communities, tend to reap the benefits from coherent implementation, in
most cases, incoherence tends to benefit political elites and vested corporate interests, particularly
the fossil fuel industry, while the burdens fall on vulnerable groups and communities, including
smallholder farmers and fishers, indigenous communities, women and the elderly. On aggregate,
however, inequality tends to widen between societal groups as a consequence of incoherent
policymaking. In order to overcome these challenges, Dr. Dzebo pointed to the need to go beyond
alignment of goals and emphasised the importance of effective policy coordination as a starting
point for addressing these challenges, citing Brazil's successful vertically coordinated response to

reduce deforestation as an example Figure 8. However, coordination is only the starting point towards
enabling coherent policy implementation, which in turn can enable strong integration of climate
action and sustainable development across multiple sectors and policy domains (Dzebo et al.,
2025).

14


https://www.climatepolicyinitiative.org/publication/fighting-deforestation-in-the-amazon-strategic-coordination-and-priorities-for-federal-and-state-governments/
https://www.climatepolicyinitiative.org/publication/fighting-deforestation-in-the-amazon-strategic-coordination-and-priorities-for-federal-and-state-governments/

Coordination

w

pr—————
No Coordination No Coordination

|l gl ol )\ P A 4D W o

Figure 8 Policy coordination as an effective tool for coherent policymaking (Source: Dr. Dzebo's presentation)

In the second part, the five country presentations revealed both common challenges and diverse
approaches to SDG-climate integration. All countries demonstrated commitment to integrated
planning frameworks, Ghana's 40-year development plan’s alignment to the SDGs, Indonesia's
Presidential Regulation for SDG mainstreaming, and Sri Lanka's comprehensive mapping linking
NDC activities to all 17 SDGs. Speakers highlighted several positive examples and achievements,

such as:

Mr. Edward William Bruce-Lyle, Senior Planning Analyst at the National Development
Planning Commission presented how Ghana's forest conservation initiatives earned $4.8
million through carbon reduction.

Mr. Arifin Rudiyanto, Expert Coordinator at the National Secretariat for SDGs
Implementation, Ministry of National Development Planning in Indonesia showed how his
country launched carbon trading with its stock exchange and strengthened EU partnerships.
Mr. Timur Mambetaliev, Head of Sustainable Development and Environment Statistics
Department at the National Statistical Committee, focused on the critical role of datain SDG-
climate integration, noting the recent launch of the Open Energy Platform, tracking 217
indicators.

I. A. S. Ranaweera, Director (Policy Planning and Monitoring) at the Ministry of Environment
emphasised the role of the Climate Change Secretariat, which oversees NDC
implementation with an Inter-agency National Standing Committee managing multi-sectoral
coordination across 16 NDC sectors.

However, equally so, implementation faces significant obstacles. Mr. J Wellington Barchue |,
Assistant Minister for Development Planning at the Ministry of Finance & Development Planning in

Liberia pointed out that his country is relying on external sources for 60-70% of its budget and
imposing significant implementation challenges. Similarly, Mr. Kirahandi Sudarshana Manaram De
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Silva, Director at the Department of National Budget stated that Sri Lanka allocates 51% of its
national budget to debt repayments, limiting the impact potential of climate finance.
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Figure 9 The importance of political ownership of SDG implementation in Indonesia (Source: Mr. Rudiyanto's presentation).

When asked about success factors despite challenges, Mr. Bruce-Lyle attributed progress to strong
coordination, commitment to action, access to data, and regular high-level meetings that ensure
continuity and informed decision-making. Mr. Rudiyanto also emphasised that creating a sense of
ownership is crucial as a foundation for a strong legal basis and effective implementation strategy
(Figure 9), as government alone can achieve only 35-40% of targets, making contributions from non-
state actors essential. Complementing this, (Figure 10) shows a word cloud summary from a
mentimeter survey where participants responded to a question on the most important factor in
integrating SDGs and Climate action.
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Figure 10 Mentimeter survey results
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Throughout the presentations and the ensuing discussions, countries pointed towards the need to
address several critical themes:

e The gap between policy and implementation: Many countries have developed integrated
frameworks, translating these into effective action remains challenging

e The importance of data and monitoring systems: Robust data collection and monitoring
mechanisms supports better policy implementation.

e Financial constraints: Limited resources and competing priorities continue to hamper
comprehensive SDG-climate integration.

e The need for inclusive approaches: Success stories emphasised stakeholder engagement
and creating ownership across government and society.

e Political will and coordination: Strong political commitment and effective coordination
mechanisms is a crucial starting point.

Session 3: Moving forward - Peer to peer discussion on challenges and opportunities to
strengthen efficiencies in integrated national planning and finance

The final session of the first day employed a world café format to facilitate peer-to-peer discussions
among participants, framed around a set of guiding questions? across four topics: policy, knowledge
and data, finance and localisation. In their thematic groups, countries shared challenges and
opportunities in enhancing efficiencies across national institutions, discussing how their national
development plans link to NDC and SDG implementation.

A group discussion between government officials from Sri Lanka, Ghana and Bangladesh highlighted
that whilst countries have developed frameworks for SDG-climate integration, implementation faces
persistent challenges of overlapping mandates and institutional fragmentation. Countries are
adopting innovative approaches to overcome these barriers: Bangladesh's call centre system
provides local government support, Ghana successfully coordinates NDCs and SDGs through
dedicated commissions, and Sri Lanka focuses on cross-ministry integration. A critical insight was
the importance of localisation, with all three countries emphasising community empowerment:
Bangladesh through its "Target 9+1" digitalisation approach, Ghana by involving local communities
directly in SDG implementation, and Sri Lanka by aligning SDG targets with specific local contexts.
The finance discussion revealed diverse strategies for mobilising resources, from Bangladesh Bank's
green bonds and subsidies to Ghana's district-level Integrated Assembly Financing Frameworks,
demonstrating that successful integration requires both institutional innovation and sustainable
funding mechanisms.

Atable with representatives from Madagascar, Uganda, Costa Rica and Indonesia focused on nature-
based solutions. The discussion revealed how traditional knowledge systems can strengthen
climate-SDG integration. Indonesia's successful integration of traditional law into regional law,

2See the Agenda in the Annex for the list of questions
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combined with university-led monitoring of mangroves and forests, was a good example of the value
of bridging indigenous practices with scientific approaches. The discussion also highlighted
significant challenges in financing, with countries exploring various mechanisms: Indonesia
categorises projects by size with small initiatives funded through CSR and large ones through federal
agencies, whilst Uganda struggles with minimal private sector engagement and relies on diaspora
funding. A key insight was the importance of community-based management, with successful
examples including Indonesia's local forest management, Madagascar's benefit-sharing model
where communities receive 20% of proceeds, and Malaysia's ambitious tree-planting programme.
The table also identified a critical challenge in information flow, with Uganda noting that poor vertical
communication leads to duplication of work, whilst Madagascar faces challenges due to fragmented
data across multiple institutes.

Finally, the discussion between representatives from Zimbabwe, Kenya, the Philippines and
Comoros revealed that low awareness and poor comprehension of SDGs among local implementers
remains a fundamental barrier to effective integration. For example, Kenya highlighted the challenge
that local government officials often fail to understand SDG indicators, leading to gaps in data
collection. However, countries are developing innovative solutions for localisation: Zimbabwe’s
attempt at addressing this this issue is through media campaigns across television, radio and
newspapers. The country also mandates all local authorities to produce voluntary local reviews
(VLRs) and uses these to identify areas needing support. Meanwhile Kenya has successfully
encouraged 17 of 47 counties to complete VLRs and established national SDG awards to incentivise
participation and reward local champions. The table emphasised the importance of standardised yet
flexible approaches to data governance: Zimbabwe's cluster approach groups SDGs thematically for
joint reporting, Kenya is developing a Strategic Development Statistics Framework, and the
Philippines created supplementalindicators to address gaps in global SDG metrics. A crucial insight
was that effective coordination requires addressing competing priorities, with Zimbabwe noting that
individual performance contracts often discourage the cross-ministerial collaboration essential for
integrated implementation.
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2.3 Day 2: Theme: Governance and Policy

The second day of the ETC had a thematic focus on governance and policy. It started with a panel
discussion, while the rest of the sessions then engaged the participants in various interaction
sessions and group activities focusing on simulation and role play application of tools for policy
interaction and network analysis and use of data insights for effective integration.

Session 4: A Just Transition and Bringing Together SDGs and Climate in a Whole of Society
Approach to Leave No One Behind

Session 4 featured a panel discussion moderated by Ms. Asa Torkelsson, Chief of UNFPA Seoul
Representation Office, Republic of Korea. The session brought together representatives from
government, civil society, youth organisations and the private sector to explore how different societal
actors can collaborate to ensure an inclusive and just transition in the implementation of climate and
SDG agendas. The panel comprised external guests representing the private sector, youth
organisations, UNDP, and ETC participants from Bangladesh, Comoros and Papua New Guinea and
was followed by a plenary discussion. Panel members shared their experiences and perspectives on
integrating diverse stakeholders into sustainability efforts. Discussions centred on the importance
of gender-responsive approaches, community-based initiatives, inclusive economic models, youth
engagement, and public-private partnerships.

e Ms. Kumjoo Huh advocated for increased women's representation in climate decision-
making, citing the EU's 38% benchmark, and called for financial mechanisms like ESG bonds
and impact funds to support women-led businesses.

e Mr. Md Saifur Rahman described Bangladesh's community-based resource management
initiatives where local organisations actively manage biodiversity with government support
for training, underpinned by constitutional provisions for environmental protection.

e Mr. Arnaud Debauge highlighted UNDP projects in North Kivu that promote sustainable
alternatives to deforestation, such as mushroom cultivation and beekeeping, while
emphasising multi-generational approaches involving youth, elders, and women in solution
development.

e Mr. Wilson Gusamo presented Papua New Guinea's frameworks for sustainable resource
management in rural districts, explaining how their constitutional approach balances
resource extraction with protecting isolated communities through various service
improvement programmes.

e Ms. Jinwon Kim recommended that policymakers engage youth by providing platforms for
expression, collaborating with established youth organisations, and including young people
in meaningful decision-making processes.

e Mr. Abdou Soula Houssama Ben outlined Comoros' 2020-2030 climate strategy focussed on
sustainable agriculture, coastal protection, and ecosystem-based solutions, emphasising
the need for gender-sensitive policies and international support for Small Island Developing
States.
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The interactive discussion that followed explored gender integration in climate finance, adaptation
models combining modern and traditional knowledge, equitable economic growth strategies, youth
engagement mechanisms, private sector involvement, and the importance of disaggregated data for
evidence-based policymaking. Throughout the session, speakers emphasised that achieving a just
transition requires whole-of-society approaches that meaningfully include women, youth,
indigenous communities, and the private sector in decision-making processes, while ensuring that
benefits are equitably distributed and vulnerabilities are addressed.

Session 5: Integrating Policy Frameworks and Strategising for Synergies, Inclusive Governance,
and Local Climate Action

Session 5, moderated by Ms. Castro de Hallgren and Dr. Dzebo, featured a group activity examining
a practical case study on forest resources and socio-economic development for local communities.
The session aimed to build participants' capacity to develop multi-stakeholder approaches to policy
integration, with particular attention to including underrepresented groups such as rural
communities, youth and women in decision-making processes.

Photo: An area of pristine Mamba forest in Ruaha National Park, Tanga.

Figure 11 Mamba woodland (Source: Learning case material for Session 5)

The case study centred on the hypothetical Mamba woodland, the world's largest dry tropical forest
ecosystem (Figure 11) spanning eight countries and supporting approximately 300 million people
and diverse wildlife. The case presents complex governance challenges at the intersection of climate
action, sustainable development, and social equity and justice. Recent research indicating the forest
stores twice as much carbon as previously thought has increased its economic value for carbon
credits under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement, attracting investments like the $500 million Mamba
Restoration Alliance. However, this creates tensions between competing interests: conservation
advocates, local communities dependent on forest resources, extraction industries interested in the
area's mineral and petroleum resources, and a youth population facing 60% unemployment rates.
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The situation is further complicated by regional governance challenges across national boundaries,
issues of inclusive decision-making, and misinformation campaigns.

Participants spent approximately 30 minutes reading the Mamba woodland case study and reflecting
on key questions designed to deepen their analysis. The questions for reflection prompted
participants to identify relevant direct and indirect SDG linkages, including interconnections with
SDG 13 (Climate Action) and other goals impacted by forest conservation and carbon markets.

The second segment featured a dynamic 45-minute role-play exercise where participants presented
their proposed solutions to the plenary. Participants and experts were assigned specific stakeholder
roles including private sector representatives, government officials, youth groups (both activist and
armed), indigenous community leaders, media, and the corporate-NGO alliance. From these
specific perspectives, participants discussed proposed solutions, their potential effectiveness and
justice implications. Some of the challenges that the roleplay character raised include:

¢ Indigenous Representative: advocating for approaches balancing local lifestyles with
economic opportunities, emphasising prevention of violence in resource-rich regions and
the importance of youth engagement in creating sustainable employment alternatives.

e Business/Mining Representative: prioritising economic interests through resource
extraction and arguing that revenues from critical minerals like lithium and cobalt offered
greater financial benefits than forest conservation or medicinal products.

e Local Forest Community Citizen: identified potential in traditional knowledge and
medicinal forest uses as alternative economic pathways. Made the case for nurturing local
wisdom to balance profit with preserving cultural heritage.

e Demoralised Youth Representative expressed frustration about social and economic
marginalization and pointed to the growing disconnect between the President’s priorities and
local realities, where meaningful employment opportunities beyond extractive industries
were lacking.

e President acknowledged societal discontent while stressing ongoing efforts to include all
sectors in policy dialogues, calling peaceful resolution of tensions and positioning
government as a mediator between competing interests.

The roleplay session demonstrated the integration challenge policymakers face when communities
stand to lose or gain from climate and sustainable development policy implementation, raising
tensions around livelihoods, economic development, cultural preservation, and social equity
between competing economic interests, legitimate concerns from indigenous communities,
disillusioned youth groups, and government representatives.

Session 6: Leveraging Data and Tools for Integrated Policymaking

Session 6, moderated by Dr. Dzebo, introduced participants to systems thinking approaches and
analytical tools for identifying policy interactions between SDGs and climate action. The session
featured a practical component where participants applied a scaled-down version of the SDG
Synergies methodology to assess how different policy objectives interact in terms of to what extent
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implementation of one target or objective has a constraining or promoting effect on other targets
(Nilsson et al., 2016). This hands-on exercise allowed participants to better understand how data-
driven approaches can help identify strategic intervention points and break down policy silos.
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Figure 12 Scoring policy interaction with a systems thinking approach (Source: Dr. Dzebo's presentation)

The presentation began with an overview of systems thinking as an approach to capture the non-
linear, holistic and systematic impacts of policies across different areas. Dr. Dzebo introduced the
SDG Synergies tool, developed by the Stockholm Environment Institute, which enables policymakers
to establish alignment between policy objectives and assess interactions between them. The tool
follows a three-step methodology: contextualizing by selecting relevant targets and actors; assessing
interactions through a cross-impact matrix that scores policy interactions from strongly promoting
(+3) to strongly restricting (-3); and analysing the results to identify outward and inward influence of
different policy objectives (Figure 12). This analytical process helps visualize synergies and trade-
offs, pinpoint strategic entry points for maximum efficiency, and prioritise objectives accordingly and
align with appropriate coordination structures, policy instruments and monitoring systems (Figure
13).
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Figure 13 Building implementation strategies based on policy interaction analysis (Source: Dr. Dzebo's presentation)

For the interactive portion of the session, participants were divided into their thematic groups (See
Table 1). Each group received a detailed scenario relevant to their thematic focus, complete with
contextual information and pre-selected policy objectives. The exercise followed a structured four-
step process:

1. Participants contextualized their policy scenario by discussing implementation structures,
resources, and enforcement capabilities;

2. They assessed interactions between objectives using the cross-impact matrix approach,
scoring each interaction and providing written justifications for particularly significant
interactions;

3. Theyranked objectives according to their synergistic potential; and finally,

4. They developed implementation strategies that identified priority entry points, addressed
critical trade-offs, outlined institutional coordination mechanisms, and proposed logical
sequencing of actions.

The exercise culminated with group presentations to the plenary, where participants shared their
findings and discussed practical applications of the SDG Synergies approach to their national
contexts. Throughout the exercise, facilitators emphasized that the process of systems thinking and
interaction analysis was more valuable than the specific results, encouraging participants to
consider how this approach could enhance policy coherence in their own work.

Session 7: Using Data Insights to Deliver Integrated and Impactful Policy

Session 7, moderated by Ms. Juhi Bansal, NDC and LT-LEDS Specialist at UNFCCC Regional
Collaboration Centre for Asia and the Pacific, built upon the systems thinking approach introduced
in the previous session to focus on practical policy design. The session aimed to equip policymakers
with concrete tools and methodologies for utilizing data insights to craft integrated policies that
effectively bridge SDGs and climate action while breaking down institutional silos. Ms. Bansal
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emphasized that data-driven policymaking is essential for ensuring policy coherence, designing
effective interventions, and facilitating meaningful stakeholder engagement across sectors. The

session introduced participants to the Sustainable Development Methodology developed by the
Initiative for Climate Action Transparency (ICAT), which provides a structured framework for
assessing the sustainable development impacts of climate policies and actions.

In this interactive session, participants continued working in their thematic groups (see Table 1) to
design policy strategies that integrated SDG targets and climate action within their thematic areas.
The exercise employed a systematic six-step approach framework: determining policy objectives;
selecting relevant sustainable development impact categories and indicators for assessment;
identifying specific policy impacts; qualitatively assessing each impact; quantifying impacts through
baseline and policy scenario comparisons; and evaluating resulting synergies and trade-offs to
inform decision-making (Figure 14). Participants used a comprehensive impact matrix covering
environmental dimensions (air, water, land, biodiversity), social dimensions (health, education,
institutions), and economic impacts (jobs, business development, income) to ensure their policy
designs addressed multiple sustainable development goals while advancing climate objectives.
Each group then presented their integrated policy proposal to the plenary, explaining their design
process and highlighting how they addressed potential synergies and trade-offs between climate
action and broader development priorities.

Stepwise Approach to Assess the Impacts of Policy
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Figure 14 ICAT Framework (Source: Ms. Bansal's presentation)

The following group presentations showcased diverse approaches to integrated policy development
across thematic areas:

- Group 1 presented a detailed evaluation of sustainable tourism infrastructure and urban
adaptation policies, highlighting potential positive impacts on job creation, quality of life, and
economic diversification while acknowledging the need for careful management of water
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resources and biodiversity. This group also addressed renewable energy transition
challenges, recognizing both opportunities for technological innovation and potential
economic disruptions such as job losses in traditional energy sectors and spatial
inequalities.

- Group 3 focused on food security, water efficiency, and economic development,
emphasizing how improved agricultural practices could not only support water preservation,
but also generate broader socioeconomic benefits. They stressed the importance of precise
policy interventions that enhance economic outcomes through increased agricultural
productivity and efficient resource use.

- Group 4 presented forest restoration and ecosystem services policies with specific territorial
coverage targets, advocating for payment for environmental services mechanisms to
simultaneously reduce deforestation and support local communities economically and
culturally.

- Group 5 contributed insights on energy transition frameworks and water management in
agriculture, particularly highlighting opportunities for significant water savings in rice
cultivation and potential improvements in agriculture's economic contributions through
better resource management.

Across the presentations, a consistent theme emerged around the recognition of important trade-
offs and the importance of addressing negative outcomes from sustainability transitions by ensuring
meaningful community engagement and empowerment via job creation and economic
diversification.
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2.3 Day 3: Theme: Finance

Day 3 of the Executive Training Course shifted focus to the critical dimension of finance, focusing on
international climate and development finance, domestic resource mobilisation and strategic
financial planning and their respective roles as essential enablers for coherent SDG and climate
policies. The day's sessions progressed systematically from conceptual frameworks to practical
applications, beginning with an overview of innovations in climate and SDG finance mechanisms,
including developments from the 4th Conference on Financing for Sustainable Development and
progress on Paris Agreement Articles 6 and 13. Presentations by international finance institutions
and country representatives provided insights into financing tools, methodologies, and governance
arrangements necessary for integrated planning. The day culminated in an interactive exercise where
participants designed comprehensive financing strategies.

Session 8: Integrating SDG and Climate Finance - Innovations and Insights for Leveraging
Finance

Session 8, moderated by Ms. Castro de Hallgren, opened the third day of the Executive Training
Course with a comprehensive exploration of financing mechanisms for integrated climate and
sustainable development action. The session aimed to update participants on recent finance
developments, including progress towards the 4th Conference on Financing for Sustainable
Development and advancements in implementing Article 6 of the Paris Agreement, exploring how
carbon markets can potentially help countries meet their Nationally Determined Contributions
(NDCs) and mobilise climate finance. It also examined innovative financing approaches, NDC
investment strategies, and transparency frameworks essential for attracting and effectively utilizing
climate and development finance.

The session featured four expert presentations from Ms. Bansal, video presentation by Ms. Resina
Katafono from the Financing for Sustainable Development Office, a recorded video presentation by
Ms. Chavi Meattle from Climate Policy Initiative, and Mr. Jackson Mugisa, Chief Executive Officer of
Tandahub Connect Ltd. from Uganda:

e Ms. Bansal explained Article 6 of the Paris Agreement (Figure 15), focusing on its three
components: a framework for trading mitigation outcomes (6.2), a centralized carbon credit
mechanism (6.4), and non-market cooperative approaches (6.8). She highlighted that carbon
markets could generate $1 billion in trade volume before 2030, potentially catalysing $250
billion in investments while promoting sustainable development in vulnerable countries.

e Ms. Resina Katafono addressed financing gaps for sustainable development, noting the $2.5-
4 trillion annual shortfall for developing countries. She outlined the upcoming Financing for
Development Conference's goals: addressing challenges, reforming international financial
architecture, and implementing Integrated National Financing Frameworks to align resources
with national priorities.

e Ms. Chavi Meattle presented climate finance trends, noting flows have reached $1.3 trillion
but remain insufficient for the 1.5°C target. She highlighted persistent gaps in adaptation
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finance, underinvestment in key sectors like agriculture, and regional inequalities with Africa
receiving only 18% of private finance flows. South Africa's case illustrated the challenge of
limited private sector participation despite institutional advances.

e Mr. Jackson Mugisa described Uganda's efforts to engage the private sector in SDG
implementation through an SDG Secretariat. He identified key challenges including
coordination gaps, information deficiencies, and inefficient capital use, proposing solutions
focused on information accessibility, diaspora engagement, and community-based support
structures with potential for significant economic benefits and job creation.

Role of Article 6 of the Paris Agreement @ Chrate Crenge St

o Article 6 of the Paris Agreement: tool to implement NDCs and LT LEDS under voluntary
cooperation between parties.

Cooipemtive approaches that A S o
nvolves under the purview
from UNFCCC
one country to another towards
achieving NDC targets. A6.2 A6.4
- Paris Agreement
Cooperative A6 Agér editing
Approaches

Mechanism (PACM)

A6.8
Other types : WW:::' Non-market
°°|"Mb|r L mlhm Approaches
among cooperating parties.

Figure 15 Paris Agreement Article 6 (Source: Ms. Bansal’s presentation)

The discussions following the presentations pointed to the overwhelming challenges in the
disbursement of climate and sustainable development finance to developing countries. A
fundamentalissue raised by Bangladesh was the lack of a clear definition of climate finance given its
various sources, with Ms. Katafono acknowledging this challenge while noting it falls beyond the
mandate of the Financing for Development process. Questions from representatives from Ethiopia,
Liberia, and Ghana addressed topics ranging from the evolution of carbon markets and their
governance, mechanisms to track implementation of past commitments, and strategies to address
financing gaps in low-income countries.

In summary, Session 8 highlighted both opportunities and persistent challenges. The speakers
collectively emphasized the need for transparent mechanisms through frameworks like Article 6 of
the Paris Agreement, which could mobilize substantial climate finance through carbon trading while
promoting South-South cooperation. They underscored the importance of practices that avoid
double-counting of emissions reductions, and more localized knowledge on for effective project
implementation. The presentations acknowledging significant financing gaps and political necessity
to address immediate financing needs in vulnerable countries.
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Session 9 & Session 10: Climate and SDG Finance — From Frameworks to Implementation

Sessions 9 and 10 formed a comprehensive exploration of climate and SDG finance, progressing
from conceptual frameworks, methodological approaches and global governance frameworks to
practical implementation examples through country case studies. This sequence allowed
participants to gain both theoretical understanding and share personal experiences and insights of
challenges and opportunities of integrated finance for climate action and sustainable development.

Session 9, moderated by Mr. Adrian Flores-Aguilar, Climate Finance Associate at NDC Partnership,
focused on technical aspects of integrated finance planning, including tools, methodologies, and
governance frameworks essential for effective resource mobilization and allocation. The session
featured presentations from Ms. Resina Katafono from the Financing for Sustainable Development
Office, who expanded on themes introduced in Session 8; Mr. Adrian Flores-Aguilar, who shared
insights on financing tools and approaches; and Mr. Johan Bentinck, Strategic Planning Specialist at
the Green Climate Fund, who provided perspective on accessing multilateral climate finance. This
was followed by shifting focus towards empirical country-experiences from diverse national
contexts, showcased how different countries are (successfully and unsuccessfully) integrating
climate and SDG finance through innovative financing mechanisms and policy frameworks.
Presentations featured representatives from Armenia, Costa Rica, and Zimbabwe, complemented by
insights from UNDP on finance and policy integration.

Conceptual Frameworks and Tools

Session 9 introduced participants to several conceptual frameworks for integrating climate and SDG
finance. The Integrated National Financing Framework (INFF), presented by Ms. Resina Katafono,

emerged as a central tool for aligning financial resources with sustainable development and climate
goals. She introduced the four building blocks of the INFF approach (Figure 16), emphasising that 86
countries currently are in the process of developing and adopting the INFF framework for integrated
national financing (Figure 17).
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Figure 16 INFF Building blocks (Source: Ms. Katafono’s presentation)

Mr. Johan Bentinck, Strategic Planning Specialist, Green Climate Fund, presented the Fund's
strategic approach to climate finance, highlighting its focus on balancing adaptation and mitigation
investments through risk-sensitive funding allocations. Mr. Christopher Lilyblad, Finance and Policy
Specialistat UNDP, provided a historical context of climate finance evolution, tracing its
development from isolated green instruments (like the first Climate Awareness Bond in 2007) to
comprehensive sustainability frameworks. Mr. Lilyblad also highlighted the diversification of
financing modalities across public finance (ODA grants, tax revenues), private finance (capital
markets, corporate bonds), and hybrid mechanisms (public-private partnerships, debt-for-nature
swaps) (Figure 18).
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DEVELOPMENT FINANCING MATRIX

* ODA Grants *  Private borrowing from international capital markets
* Concessional Loans * Investment Funds
*  Other Official Flows (OOFs) * Foreign Direct Investment

* South-South & Triangular Cooperation * Securities (Bonds, Equity, Pooled/Bundled Structures)
* INGO donations (on budget) * INGO Donations (off budget)
*  Public borrowing from international capital markets (e.g. *  Microfinance (international)

sovereign bonds & treasury bills) +  Remittances and diaspora finance

« State & Municipal Budgets (Budget Tagging) * Domestic Corporate Bonds
* Off-budget expenditures and investments in SEOs *  Securities
*  Public borrowing from domestic capital markets * Bank Credit & Loans

Tax Revenues

Non-Tax Revenues

Mineral Related Taxation
Public Domestic Borrowing
Sovereign Wealth Funds

Insurance and Risk Finance (Actuaries)
Microfinance (local)

Inclusive Business Finance

Domestic Philanthropy and NGOs
Corporate Social Responsibility

Figure 17 Development Financing Matrix (Source: Mr. Lilyblad’s presentation)
Country Experiences

The country examples illustrated climate and development finance “on-the-ground”, partially linking
the abovementioned theoretical concepts and frameworks to real-world contexts. Mr, Mikayel
Margaryan, Attache of UN Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, demonstrated the role of public-
private partnerships as a strategy for leveraging additional funding from the International Finance
Corporation (IFC) inrenewable energy projects. Mr Mesuilame Vea, Chief Economist Prime Minister's
Office in Tonga discussed SIDS challenges and introduced the new national climate change fund,
which was 14 years in the making and finally approved in 2024 (Figure 18).
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2011 2013
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Figure 18 National climate change find in Tonga (Source:

Mr, Carlos Mauricio Cordero Vega, Director of Secretariat of Sectoral Planning for Environment and
Energy at the Ministry of Environment and Energy in Costa Rica started his presentation by offering
some good news on SDG implementation, where circa 60% of indicators had a positive trend last
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year. He also highlighted the importance of multisectoral collaboration for making progress on
climate adaption. Finally, Ms, Sylocious Chaturuka, Deputy Director at Ministry of Public Service,
Labour & Social Welfare, Zimbabwe, illustrated how program-based budgeting can mainstream
climate resilience across ministries, while leveraging blended financing through public-private
partnerships. Their approach included mobilizing $10 million from SDG funds plus $35 million from
private sector and government sources.

The two sessions demonstrated that synergies and co-benefits between climate and development
finance require not only technical tools and frameworks but also strong political commitment, policy
coordination and coherence both within governments and between international development
actors (Shawoo et al., 2022; Skovgaard et al., 2023), meaningful engagement with stakeholders, and
innovative financial instruments tailored to national contexts. While significant challenges remain,
particularly in data availability and private sector mobilization, the country experiences presented
promising models for enhancing financial flows toward stronger integration of climate and
development finance.

Session 11: Designing Integrated Finance Strategies

The final session of Day 3, moderated by Mr. Adrian Flores-Aguilar, synthesized the three previous
finance session into a practical exercise of designing integrated financing strategies with the aim to
consolidate the finance-related insights gained throughout the day into concrete components that
could be incorporated into country action plans.

The session was structured in four parts, with participants divided across four thematic tables, each
focused on a specific aspect of integrated finance: ‘Policy Integration’, ‘Governance Arrangements’,
‘Stakeholder and Private Sector Engagement’, and ‘Data Availability for Investment Prioritisation’.
Every 15 minutes, participants rotated to a new table, ensuring that all country representatives
engaged with each thematic area. Each thematic table was structured around three guiding
questions designed to prompt reflection on participants' national contexts, diagnose challenges,
and identify practical solutions. The rest of the session was allocated for reporting back to the
plenary, table moderators presenting key takeaways and proposed actions from their respective
thematic area.

A key insight arising from this session is the indication that may countries face similar challenges in
integrating climate and development finance, despite their domestic differences in terms of
governance structures, policy development and implementation, and implementation instruments
and mechanisms. Participants also proposed multiple avenues for improvements, such as
Strengthening regional knowledge exchange and South-South cooperation, leveraging multilateral
organizations' expertise and scaling-up private sector engagement. Table 2 presents an aggregated
summary of the discussions and insights, presented in the form of key insights, opportunities and
next steps (Table 2).
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Table 2 Insights opportunities and next steps towards integrated financing frameworks

Key insights

Policy Integration for Climate and SDG Finance: Participants highlighted both the challenges with,
and the importance of mainstreaming SDGs and climate change into National Development Plans
and ensuring budget alignment with these plans. Some countries reported on their work with aligning
climate and SDG objectives within national priorities.

Governance Arrangements and Institutional Frameworks: In many countries, SDG
implementation remains separate from National Adaptation Plans (NAPs), creating challenges for
integration.

Stakeholder and Private Sector Engagement: Effective engagement requires multi-stakeholder
approaches involving civil society organizations, local communities, and government ministries.
Principles of engagement should include trust, accountability, ownership, and transparency.

Enhancing Data Availability for Investment Prioritisation: Countries need national database
centres and registry systems for effective tracking and management of climate and SDG finance.

Opportunities

Policy Integration for Climate and SDG Finance

- Regional knowledge exchange

- Multilateral and bilateral partnerships

- Strengthening Private sector engagement for blended finance approaches

Governance Arrangements and Institutional Frameworks

- Regional knowledge exchange

- Multilateral and bilateral partnerships

- Strengthening Private sector engagement for blended finance approaches

Stakeholder and Private Sector Engagement
- Strengthen partnerships with CSOs and NGOs
- Explore blended financing, philanthropy, innovative financing, and results-based payment
schemes.

Enhancing Data Availability for Investment Prioritisation
- Collaboration with national standard agencies, other countries, private sector entities, and
compliance markets.

Next steps

Policy Integration for Climate and SDG Finance

- Capacity building through Integrated National Financing Frameworks (INFFs):

- Creation of awareness across all sectors including the informal sector

- Coordinating and informing stakeholders and facilitating connections to innovative financing.

Governance Arrangements and Institutional Frameworks
- Develop legal frameworks for climate finance and carbon markets
- Implement carbon frameworks and ensure consistent implementation.

Stakeholder and Private Sector Engagement

- Develop clear strategies to account for stakeholder contributions, involve stakeholders and private
sector in decision-making

- Establish engagement priorities in each project

- Develop appropriate financing mechanisms for private sector engagement

Enhancing Data Availability for Investment Prioritisation
- Develop comprehensive data systems including national registry systems for carbon registry and
SDG projects

Use existing/develop new NDC tracking tools.
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2.4 Day 4: Call to Action Plans

The final day of the Executive Training Course culminated in Sessions 12 and 13, which focused on
the development and presentation of Call to Action Plans. The two sessions, moderated by Dr. Dzebo
with support from Mr. Gilby, represented the practical application of the knowledge gained
throughout the training and featured intensive discussions around implementing sustainable
development and climate action through effective financing, technological integration, and
stakeholder coordination.

Session 12: Call to Action - Development of Action Plans

Openingthe first session, Dr. Dzebo emphasised the transition from theory to practice through action
planning, while Mr. Gilby acknowledged the challenge of building on previous years' work while
accommodating new participants.

The participants were asked to develop at least two activities that would integrate SDG and climate
synergies to drive more efficient and effective implementation in their national contexts. The exercise
was designed to foster collaboration between country delegations while producing tangible outputs
that participants could take back to their respective ministries.

Working within their country teams, participants were provided with a detailed Call to Action
template requiring them to address seven key categories (Figure 19). The exercise aimed to help
participants apply learned concepts about SDG-climate synergies to their specific situations,
develop actionable proposals aligned with existing national strategies, and identify opportunities for
creating co-benefits. As Dr. Dzebo emphasised throughout the session, the importance of feedback
loops between local implementation and global agendas remained central to the task.

Guidelines
Main goal and What is the key goal that the Call to Action Plan will achieve and what are its objectives for each
objectives sector/themel/issue area of importance?

Links with Country
Strategies and
Policies

Added Climate and
SDG element

Rationale

Stakeholders to
engage

Expected outcome

Risk management
strategy

What national (and, if relevant, regional and subnational) policies, strategies and plans are
important to align the Call to Action Plan with, and why?

Explain how climate and sustainable development will be integrated and what is the added value to
the relevant thematic area or sector.

Motivation for strategy that can be used to make the case to ministers, other ministries and
agencies, citizens, banks and development partners etc.

Reflect on key stakeholders who will be affected, including vulnerable groups, vested interests who
could pose a barrier, local communities,

What is the ultimate successful outcome from the Call to Action Plan when fully implemented?
What are the benefits for climate and SDGs, for relevant sectors, for impacted communities, for the
government, etc.?

What are the most important risks that can create problems during planning and implementation?
How will they be overcome?

Figure 19 Structure for ‘Call to Action’ Plans
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The analysis of country action plans reveals a wide variation in approaches and ambitions across

member states, ranging from sectoral (e.g. Agriculture, Infrastructure), thematic (e.g. Finance, Urban

development) and instrument approaches (e.g. Carbon markets, Ecosystem services) to climate-
SDG implementation. Table 3 provides a descriptive summary of each country’s plan. It should be
noted that the Call to Action plans were indicative and subject to internal discussion within the

member states following participants’ return.

Table 3 Descriptive table of countries Call to Action plans.

Country Sector Domain Innovation/Strategy Key Risks
. Solar ener . .
. Education . R 8y 53 sustainable schools by 2030; Budget constraints;
Armenia integration; GHG R . . . .
Infrastructure . increased digital literacy overstretching national funds
reduction
Climate-resilient crop . . . .
. L. Food security; efficient water Farmer resistance; skill gaps;
Bangladesh Agriculture varieties; Water . . .
. use; sustainable value chain natural disasters
efficiency
. . - N Verification challenges;
Carbon-negative Raise Nu. 1 billion; maintain . g
Bhutan Carbon Markets e L capacity gaps; governance
status monetisation carbon negativity
needs
Ecosystem Marine/coastal Biodiversity protection; green Dependence on external
Costa Rica Services conservation jobs; coastal resilience funding; capacity constraints
Tourism Sustainable tourism Balanced tourism growth; Ecological degradation;
management ecosystem preservation overtourism; resource stress
C hensi Saf d impl tati
) . ompre 'enswe Blue carbon; Mangrove a eggar |m!o ementation
Indonesia Multi-sectoral mitigation & R (social, environmental,
; protection . .
adaptation fiduciary)
Urban . - . . . .
Climate-resilient Better infrastructure; financial Data collection challenges;
Lao PDR Development & X e
infrastructure resource mobilisation M&E framework needs
Infrastructure
Technical capacity;
. . Institutional Climate finance Resilientinfrastructure; L P ty .
Liberia X L . coordination gaps; political
Capacity mobilisation sustainable growth will
. - Financing shortages;
Papua New Transportation - Improved mobility; reduced . g R g .
N Resilientroad systems L . environmental impact; social
Guinea Infrastructure emissions; economic growth .
displacement
SDG-Climat . ) . Policy i istencies;
Investment & . 'mate Green job creation; climate c.) ey |'ncon3|s en'mes
Uganda R investment L . financial constraints;
Finance . resilience; scaled solutions . R
acceleration community resistance
- Transport sector Grid upgrades for electric Grid maintenance; land use
Tonga Mobility L : . Lo
decarbonisation vehicle adoption for scrapyards; coordination
. ME ) L ti latf f ME Market titi ;
Thailand S Carbon neutrality Collabora |ve.p a Qrms orS ar .e compe itiveness
Development capacity building financing access
Biodiversity & Biodiversit . - Legal/institutional
Madagascar Y . y Private sector mobilisation for &
Ecosystem protection; carbon L K frameworks; transparency;
; . biodiversity through PES
Services sequestration Poor stakeholder engagement
Mali Nature-based Ecosystem-based NBS integration in Stakeholder exclusion; skill
Solutions adaptation environmental management gaps; inappropriate indicators
Malaysia Forest Carbon sinks; Vertically coordinated Legal frameworks; monitoring;
Protection ecosystem restoration biodiversity protection enforcement
Ethiopia
Kyrgyz Republic
Zimbabwe,
Kenya,
Philippines,
Comoros
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Session 13: Call to Action - Presentations and Discussion

The country presentations in Session 13 revealed a rich tapestry of approaches to integrating SDG
and climate actions, with each nation presenting concrete strategies shaped by their unique
developmental contexts and challenges. The presentations showcased both the universal
challenges of integration and the context-specific solutions emerging across different regions. While
each plan is tailored to national priorities and capacities, certain patterns can be distinguished that
can be found across multiple countries. The rest of this section summarises the Call to Action plans,
the country presentations and the following discussion.

Energy Transition: Infrastructure and renewable energy emerged as dominant themes across
presentations. Armenia focused on sustainable school infrastructure, targeting 53 solar-powered
schools by 2030. Bhutan set an ambitious goal to funding through carbon market development,
leveraging its carbon-negative status. Tonga presented an integrated approach to transport
electrification, setting a specific target to reduce transport sector emissions by 20% by 2030 through
increased electric vehicle adoption. The Small Island Developing State strategy uniquely addresses
the interdependencies between renewable energy grid upgrades, road infrastructure improvements,
and vehicle lifecycle management, demonstrating how SIDS can tackle multiple development
challenges simultaneously. Lao PDR and Papua New Guinea prioritised climate-resilient
infrastructure, with PNG specifically targeting Port Moresby's road systems to improve economic
connectivity while reducing emissions through improved mobility and public transport systems.

Agriculture and Food Security: Countries with large rural populations emphasised agricultural
transformation. Bangladesh presented a comprehensive crop diversification strategy featuring
water-efficient techniques and stress-resilient varieties aligned with their 8th Five Year Plan. The
representative candidly acknowledged farmer resistance as a significant barrier, highlighting the
need for awareness building. During the plenary discussion, the participant from Sri Lanka proposed
reforming subsidy programmes to address post-harvest losses affecting 40% of harvests, aiming to
increase agriculture's GDP contribution from 7% to 9%. Indonesia linked SDG implementation
directly with green economy programmes across multiple sectors.

Nature-based Solutions and Biodiversity: Several countries highlighted nature-based solutions
and biodiversity protection as central to their climate-SDG integration strategies. Madagascar
proposed an innovative approach to mobilise the private sector for biodiversity management through
Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES). The plan explicitly links biodiversity protection to carbon
sequestration and REDD+ commitments, with the ambition to reduce ambition and increase climate
resilience, aligned with the national "Green Island Vision 2030." Mali prioritised integration of nature-
based solutions into their environmental and climate management plans, focusing on biodiversity
protection through ecosystem-based adaptation. Their approach directly connects NBS
implementation to NDC achievement and SDG progress, particularly in food security (SDG 1 and 2)
through improved agricultural yields. The plan emphasises inclusive stakeholder engagement from
inception to prevent exclusion of key groups.
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Malaysia demonstrated a sophisticated multi-level governance approach to forest protection,
aiming to increase total protected areas across its 14 states. Their plan integrates three consecutive
national development plans (11th, 12th, and 13th Malaysia Plans) with specific subnational
strategies for Sabah and Sarawak. This comprehensive framework links protected area expansion to
biodiversity enhancement, climate mitigation through carbon sinks, and sustainable livelihood
benefits for local communities.

Financial Innovation: Almost all countries featured various financing mechanisms. Costa Rica
proposed expanding its Payment for Environmental Services to marine ecosystems while developing
sustainable tourism strategies. Madagascar introduced an innovative approach to mobilise private
sector investment through corporate social responsibility frameworks, specifically targeting
biodiversity conservation funding through PES mechanisms. Uganda presented the most
comprehensive financial framework with its SDG-Climate Investment Accelerator Program,
incorporating blended finance and investor-project matchmaking. Uganda, alongside Bhutan,
explicitly targeted green bonds and carbon markets as funding sources. Thailand focused on creating
collaborative platforms for small businesses, addressing the financing challenges that these actors
face, including capacity building and export competitiveness concerns. Finally, Sri Lanka's
representative proposed a targeted intervention to reform national subsidy programmes to address
post-harvest losses, which currently affect 40% of the country’s harvest.

Policy Integration and Stakeholder Engagement: The plans demonstrated varying sophistication
in policy alignment. Uganda referenced several national strategies from Vision 2040 to the
Sustainable Finance Roadmap, while Costa Rica linked proposals to multiple frameworks including
biodiversity, climate adaptation, and tourism policies. Armenia maintained a focused approach on
renewable energy complemented with education and training, aligning this with the National
Adaptation Plan. Zimbabwe presented collaboratively for the Philippines, Kenya, and Comoros,
emphasising data quality improvement for SDGs and climate action. The presentation highlighted
standardising data collection and addressing resistance to data sharing, which resonated well
across other country representatives in the ensuing discussion. Liberia's plan uniquely included the
diaspora community as key stakeholders and also raised the importance of regional coordination
and capacity building aligned with the West Africa Agenda for Inclusive Development.

Cross-cutting Challenges and Risk Factors: Across all Call to Action Plans, countries identified
remarkably similar implementation challenges that transcend geographical and developmental
contexts. Stakeholder resistance emerged as the most pervasive concern, with Bangladesh explicitly
highlighting farmer resistance to adopting climate-resilient crop varieties, while Mali emphasised the
risks of excluding key stakeholders from the outset. Financial constraints appeared universally,
ranging from Armenia's concerns about overstretching national budgets to Bhutan's challenges in
carbon market verification and Tonga's grid maintenance costs. Institutional and technical capacity
gaps presented significant barriers, with Madagascar noting weak implementation skills, Liberia
identifying coordination deficits, and several countries acknowledging insufficient expertise for
complex climate-SDG integration.
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Legal and regulatory frameworks posed substantial challenges, with Malaysia emphasizing
monitoring and enforcement needs while Madagascar highlighted the necessity for solid institutional
frameworks for PES implementation. Data-related challenges featured prominently, particularly in
Zimbabwe's multi-country presentation on standardisation and collection issues, echoed by Lao
PDR's monitoring and evaluation framework concerns. Policy coordination difficulties were evident
in Uganda's identification of policy inconsistencies and Mali's multi-ministerial coordination needs.
Several plans acknowledged environmental and social risks, including PNG's concerns about social
displacement, Costa Rica's ecological degradation fears, and Armenia's awareness of potential
environmental hazards from geothermal exploration. Market competitiveness anxieties appeared
particularly in Thailand's SME-focused plan, while infrastructure limitations constrained ambitions
from Tonga's grid capacity issues to PNG's financing shortages for road development. These
interconnected challenges underscore the complexity of implementing integrated climate-SDG
actions and the need for comprehensive risk management strategies that address technical,
financial, social, and institutional dimensions simultaneously.

Implementation readiness varied significantly across the submitted plans. Some countries,
including Armenia and Papua New Guinea, provided specific timelines and measurable targets,
demonstrating clear pathways from concept to execution. Others, notably Uganda and Liberia,
offered detailed stakeholder mapping and comprehensive risk mitigation strategies, indicating
thorough consideration of implementation challenges. Several plans incorporated existing
institutional frameworks to expedite implementation, showing pragmatic approaches to overcoming
bureaucratic barriers.
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3. Synthesis and Key Findings from the 2025 Executive Training Course for
Policymakers on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

This final chapter synthesizes the main outcomes, discussions, and learnings insights towards
stronger integration of climate action and the SDG implementation. It draws on the presentations,
panel discussions, group exercises, and the participant’s ‘Call to Action’ plans, highlighting progress

made and persistent challenges in translating global frameworks into coherent national

implementation strategies.

General findings and insights

Peer Learning and knowledge-sharing is crucial for addressing common challenges: The
2025 ETC showed that countries with different development contexts face remarkably similar
implementation barriers despite their unique national circumstances. This indicates that peer
learning opportunities are particularly valuable for addressing common challenges.

Gap between theoretical understanding and practical implementation: The 2025 ETC
highlighted an important gap between perception of SDG Synergies and their realization in
practice. Participants showcased high levels of understanding and the importance of
integrated strategies but face significant challenges with translating this awareness into
coordinated and coherent action.

Policy and Governance

Institutional fragmentation: The most persistent barrier to more effective integration across
all participating countries is siloed decision-making, with competing mandates limiting
effective coordination despite policy alignment intentions.

Vertical coherence and integration: Limited connection between global governance
processes, national policies and local implementation creates significant gaps in SDG and
climate action effectiveness. Many local-level implementers lack awareness of global
frameworks and mechanisms that should guide their work and, in turn, undermine
transparency and accountability of monitoring and reporting processes of those same global
frameworks.

Climate and development finance

The Integrated National Financing Framework approach: offers a promising pathway for
countries to align diverse funding streams with sustainable development and climate
objectives, with 86 countries already adopting the framework at various stages.

Private sector mobilisation: The 2025 ETC showed while most participating countries
identified private sector mobilization as a key priority for climate-SDG financing, concrete
implementation strategies remain underdeveloped. Beyond isolated success stories,
countries struggle to design effective blended finance instruments that can systematically
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attract private investment. This points to a need for innovative financial mechanisms tailored
to specific national contexts and investment landscapes

Call to Action Plans

¢ Implementation readiness varied considerably: The 2025 ETC participant countries’ ‘Call
to Action’ showed significant variation where some provided detailed timelines and
measurable targets while others focused more on conceptual frameworks without anchoring
in domestic policy priorities. There is a strong demand for more sophisticated methods for
identifying and quantifying synergies between SDG and climate actions, knowledge on
application of policy analysis tools and capacity for developing detailed implementation
roadmaps with clear milestones and accountability mechanisms, structures for
coordination and stakeholder engagement and robust monitoring and evaluation
frameworks that can track both process and outcomes.

e Nature-based solutions: Discussions on environmental pressures and nature-based
solutions featured prominently across plans from diverse regions, indicating growing
recognition of their potential to deliver multiple benefits across climate adaptation,
mitigation, and various SDGs. It also signals a demand for an expanded framing on integrated
policy implementation the includes multiple Global Agendas, including the Convention on
Biological Diversity.

In summary, the 2025 ETC showed that successful SDG-climate integration extends beyond
technical frameworks, requiring nuanced understanding of each country's unique institutional
landscapes, political economies, and cultural contexts. Countries making the most promising
progress are those that have leveraged their unique national strengths and opportunities that
simultaneously advance domestic priorities, climate action and SDG progress. Future capacity
building efforts should therefore balance universal frameworks with methodologies that help
countries identify and leverage their distinctive contexts and advantages in pursuing stronger
integration in climate and sustainable development policies.
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the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Accelerating Synergies for Integrated SDG and Climate Action

Holiday Inn Songdo, Incheon, Republic of Korea, 18 — 21 March 2025
Concept Note

. Background

Taking urgent action for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the climate crisis

With five years remaining before 2030, the world remains off track in meeting the majority of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). As noted by the Global Sustainable Development Report 2023, the challenge
of reaching these ambitious goals has been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic, rising living costs,
armed conflicts, and natural disasters, which have halted, and even backtracked, progress on many goals,
resulting in increased poverty levels'. In the face of these setbacks, world leaders recommitted to
sustainable development at the Summit of the Future, agreeing to the Pact for the Future which encompasses
commitments across various domains, including peace and security, sustainable development, climate
change, digital cooperation, human rights, gender equality, youth engagement, and the transformation of
global governance. Its two annexes, the Global Digital Compact and the Declaration on Future Generations,
emphasised the need for digital cooperation and governance as well as the needs and rights of upcoming
generations?.

Climate action remains a crucial area that impacts the achievement of the SDGs. 2024 was the hottest year
on record, temporarily hitting 1.5°C above the pre-industrial era, with greenhouse gas (GHG) concentrations
in 2023 achieving record levels®. These alarming numbers mean that we are currently on course for a
temperature increase of 2.6-3.1°C over the course of this century, with devasting consequences for the
planet and humanity. The Emissions Gap Report 2024 from the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) notes that nations must deliver dramatically stronger Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
in early 2025 with cuts of 42 per cent by 2030 and 57 per cent by 2035 needed to be on track for 1.5°C*.
At COP29 in Baku, Azerbaijan, progress was made in supporting countries in meeting this ambitious
objective. The full operationalisation of Article 6 and the provision of transparent carbon markets, agreed
upon at COP29, can help countries reduce the cost of implementation of NDCs by up to US$250 billion per
year®. Furthermore, COP29 also delivered the operationalisation of the Loss and Damage Fund as well as
the delivery of the US$1.3 trillion Baku Finance Goal including a new core finance goal of US$300 billion
per annum, which will provide new additional sources of funding for climate action.

The Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS) has also called for “accelerated actions towards a full
and effective implementation of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and the
Paris Agreement” including specific actions highlighting the need for climate finance. The urgency of action
was further underlined by the United Nations Secretary-General, Anténio Guterres in January 2025.
Speaking at the World Economic Forum, he emphasised not only the dangers of climate change, but also

! https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-09/FINAL%20GSDR%202023-Digital%20-110923 1.pdf

2 https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-the-future

3 https://wmo.int/media/news/record-carbon-emissions-highlight-urgency-of-global-greenhouse-gas-watch

4 https://unep.org/resources/emissions-gap-report-2024

5 https://cop29.az/en/media-hub/news/cop29-achieves-full-operationalisation-of-article-6-of-paris-agreement-
unlocks-international-carbon-markets
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the economic opportunities of a transition to a sustainable world that must be financed by a surge in climate
finance, with current action being insufficient to meet the challenge®.

The 2025 High-Level Political Forum will focus on Advancing sustainable, inclusive, science- and evidence-
based solutions for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its Sustainable Development Goals
for leaving no one behind. As the science on the impacts of climate change and the finance needed to
address climate adaptation and mitigation continues to develop, sustainable development and climate
action at national level can benefit from evidence-based planning and data-driven investments. 39 countries
will present their Voluntary National Reviews noting national progress on climate action as well.

Aligning the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement-Integrating SDG Implementation and Climate
Action from global to national level

Recognizing the intertwined nature of sustainable development and climate action and understanding the
need to ensure maximum efficiency in the achievement of the twin goals of Agenda 2030 and the Paris
Agreement, the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA), in partnership
with the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has been leading initiatives to foster
synergies and co-benefits between the 2030 Agenda and the Paris Agreement through the Climate Action
and SDGs Synergies Platform.”

Since its inception, the platform has made significant strides in promoting synergised approaches to SDG
and climate action.

¢ Global Conferences: The platform has convened five global conferences since 2019, which have
provided unique opportunities to assess practical measures advancing SDG and climate action.
The Fifth Global Conference on Climate and SDG Synergies held 5-6 September 2024 in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, emphasised the need for urgent, integrated action to address climate and
development challenges. The conference highlighted the need for political commitment, co-
benefits of aligning climate and SDG actions, and closing financing gaps.

o Expert Group Reports: The expert group co-convened by UN DESA and the UNFCCC has
released a series of comprehensive reports. These include two global reports, published in 2023
and 2024 as well as four thematic reports on knowledge and data, policies, finance, and cities.
These reports offer evidence-based recommendations for policymakers to effectively integrate
SDG and climate action.

¢ Data and Knowledge Sharing: Through its online portal, the platform serves as a repository for
data, case studies, and best practices, enhancing the capacity of stakeholders to implement
synergistic actions that address both climate change and sustainable development goals.

The initial research of the group focused on defining and demonstrating the importance of an integrated
approach, and the barriers to synergistic action. The 2023 report “Synergy Solutions for a World in Crisis:
Tackling Climate and SDG Action Together”, established the global case for synergistic implementation,
including examples of successful synergistic action across the globe®. Supplementing these insights,
research undertaken by the Global Commission on the Economy and Climate showing that SDG and
climate action integration can lead to US$26 trillion in economic gains by 2030, produce over 65 million
new green jobs, and prevent around 700,000 premature deaths compared to business as usual®.

Building on these insights and acting as a bridge from research theory to practical impact, the 2024
Executive Training Course for Policymakers on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, held 7 —
10 May 2024, Incheon, Republic of Korea, brought together 40 government officials from 20 countries,

® https://www.weforum.org/stories/2025/01/davos-2025-special-address-by-antonio-guterres-secretary-general-
united-nations/

7 https://sdgs.un.org/climate-sdgs-synergies#about

8 https://sdgs.un.org/climate-sdgs-synergies#global reports

9 https://newclimateeconomy.report/2018/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2018/09/NCE 2018 FULL-REPORT.pdf
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including national SDG and climate focal points, to build capacity, encourage knowledge exchange and
assist countries in developing call to action plans to make initial steps towards SDG and climate action
integration®. Countries such as Kenya and Mexico were showcased as models already making progress
in integrating SDGs and climate action at the national level. In addition, countries such as Liberia, Sri Lanka
and others have demonstrated concerted efforts to strengthen their synergies for Climate and SDG action,
even taking steps towards changing government structures and processes to ensure alignment.

The publication of the 2024 global report “Synergy Solutions for Climate and SDG Action: Bridging the
Ambition Gap for the Future We Want"'! and the four thematic reports (knowledge and data, policy, finance,
and cities)'? have delivered further practical insights, delivering action-oriented recommendations across
the four thematic areas that can overcome the fragmentation that is a key barrier to progress.

With the advantages of a synergistic approach now established and considering the ongoing lack of
progress in achieving the SDGs and advancing climate action, it is imperative to move beyond initial steps.
National governments must be equipped with a clear understanding of what constitutes an effective
synergistic approach, the structural frameworks required to implement it, and examples of policies and
programmes that demonstrate the value of the synergistic approach and how they can be financed.

2025 Executive Training Course for Policymakers on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development

The United Nations Office for Sustainable Development (UNOSD) was established in 2011 in Incheon,
Republic of Korea under the Division for SDGs of the United Nations Department of Economic and Social
Affairs (UNDESA). With support from the Government of Korea, UNOSD plays a crucial role in assisting
Member States in achieving the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs through capacity building, knowledge sharing,
policy advisory, and partnership. Among its notable initiatives, UNOSD organizes the annual Executive
Training Course for Policymakers on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. This training course,
organized in collaboration with the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Regional
Collaboration Centre for Asia and the Pacific, ESCAP and NDC Partnership is designed to equip
policymakers from developing countries with the necessary knowledge, skills, and tools to effectively
implement the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs at the national level.

Recognizing the interconnected nature of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs, and as a follow up to the Pact
for the Future (A/RES/79/1)" adopted by the General Assembly in September 2024 and the 29™
Conference of the Parties held in Baku, Azerbaijan in November 2024, the 2025 edition of the Executive
Training Course for Policymakers aims to assist UN Member States in adopting a systems-thinking and
integrated approach to translating the global synergies and co-benefits between SDGs and climate action
into domestic priorities.

Il. Objectives

The main objective of the 2025 Executive Training Course for Policymakers is to enhance the knowledge,

skills, mindsets, and overall capacities of member states in implementing sustainable development and

climate planning, policymaking, and policy shaping through an integrated approach. Building on the 2024

edition by focusing on building capacity for operationalising the synergistic approach nationally, the 2025

course aims to achieve the following key objectives:

e Strengthen practical knowledge and skills for aligning and integrating SDGs and climate action in

national planning, through a holistic, practical approach that focuses on coherent policy
implementation, knowledge and data governance, and integrated financing.

10 https://unosd.un.org/events/2024ETC

1 https://sdgs.un.org/climate-sdgs-synergies#global reports

12 https://sdgs.un.org/climate-sdgs-synergies#thematic_reports

13 https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-the-future/pact-for-the-future
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¢ Facilitate networking and the exchange of proven practices and case studies among public
policymakers to maximise efficiency and effectiveness of national planning and policy on
sustainable development and climate action.

o Foster peer-to-peer collaboration and enhance partnership-building capacities across government
agencies and departments to ensure integrated and evidence-based policymaking and reporting
on sustainable development and climate action.

M. Structure and Methodology

The 2025 Executive Training Course for Policymakers on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
will take place in person in Incheon, Korea (with virtual engagement option for resource persons). The
course will centre around the theme of aligning SDG planning and NDCs to ensure that member states,
with a particular focus on Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs)
and Small Island Developing States (SIDS), are able to avoid siloed approaches that can lead to negative
spillovers'™, understand trade-offs and how to identify and utilize co-benefits.

During the training, participants will examine the development of SDG and climate planning, understand
the interlinkages between them, and how to make the connections explicit and reflected in national
sustainability planning. Participants will be placed in thematic groups and will work together to consider how
SDG and climate interlinkages can be leveraged to enable progress in their areas of focus. The course will
cover concepts and opportunities surrounding the interlinkages between SDG and climate action,
complemented by concrete policy practices and country cases. It will consist of presentations by
international experts, and practitioners followed by Q&A and discussions. It will also include group work on
simulations and role playing that feed back to plenary sessions. Preparatory reading and assignments will
be requested of participants. Finally, there will be a half-day site visit to illustrate the Korean experience in
implementing the SDGs and climate action.

IV.  Target Audience

The 2025 Executive Training Course for Policymakers on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
targets senior national government officials from developing countries who are responsible for the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda as well as those working on the implementation of the Paris Agreement,
including the development of NDCs.

V. Language
The 2025 Executive Training Course for Policymakers on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
will be conducted in English.

14 Spillovers can also be understood as positive or negative externalities across national borders or are also noted as
burden shifting, where actions of development in one country impact other countries.
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2025 Executive Training Course for Policymakers on
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Holiday Inn Songdo, Incheon, Republic of Korea, 18 — 21 March 2025

Agenda

Day 1 Tuesday, 18 March 2025

Time Session

08:30- 09:00 | Registration

09:00 - Opening and Welcoming Remarks

10:00 e Mr. Chun Kyoo Park, Head of Office, UN Office for Sustainable
Development (UNOSD), DSDG, UN DESA

Keynote Address
e Professor Emeritus Eun Mee Kim, 17" President of Ewha Womans

University, Republic of Korea and Independent Group of Scientists (IGS)
for the 2019 Global Sustainable Development Report

10:00 - Photo Session and Coffee Break

10:30

10:30 - Session 1: Setting the Scene — progress on synergised approaches for SDG and

12:00 climate action integration.

This session will update the participants on global progress on achieving Agenda 2030,
the Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris Agreement. At the end of the
session, the participants understand the flow of the training, and are briefed on the
Pact for the Future, the outcomes of COP29 and the progress on NDC 3.0.

Presentations:
Overview of UNOSD
e Ms. Sara Castro-Hallgren, Sustainable Development Officer, UNOSD
Overview of the Executive Training Course
e Mr. Simon Gilby, Sustainable Development Officer, UNOSD
Pact for the Future and progress on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

e Mr. Joop Theunissen, Deputy Chief, Office of Intergovernmental Support and
Coordination for Sustainable Development, UNDESA (virtual)

COP29 and NDCs 3.0

e Ms. Julie Amoroso-Garbin, Regional Lead, UNFCCC Regional Collaboration
Centre for Asia and the Pacific (virtual)

Regional Perspectives on Climate Action

e Ms. Aneta Nikolova, Climate Policy Lead, Environment and Development
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Division, Economic and Social Commission for the Asia Pacific (ESCAP)

Q&A

12:00 — Lunch Break

13:00

13:00 — Session 2: Stocktaking Progress on the 2030 Agenda and Climate Action

15:15 Moderator: Mr. Adis Dzebo, Consultant, UNOSD
This session highlights the insights of the Climate Action and SDG Synergies reports
as well as sharing the achievements of countries that have embedded synergies into
their planning processes. At the end of the session, participants have been briefed on
the synergies reports and have heard from leading countries in synergies.
Framing Presentation: Climate Action and SDG Synergies Platform Progress

¢ Ms. Bahareh Seyedi, Senior Sustainable Development Officer, DSDG,
UNDESA (video)

SDG - Climate Synergies Current Progress and Way Forward

e Mr. Simon Gilby, Sustainable Development Officer, UNOSD and Mr. Adis
Dzebo, Consultant, UNOSD.

Acknowledgement of attending countries completing VNR at 2025 High-level Political
Forum
Country Presentations/Panellists:

e Mr. Edward William Bruce-Lyle, National Development Planning Commission,
Senior Planning Analyst, Ghana

e Mr. Arifin Rudiyanto, Expert Coordinator at the National Secretariat for the
SDGs Implementation, Ministry of National Development Planning, Indonesia

e Mr. Timur Mambetaliev, Head of Sustainable Development and Environment
Statistics Department, National Statistical Committee, Kyrgyz Republic

e Mr. J Wellington Barchue I, Assistant Minister for Development Planning,
Ministry of Finance & Development Planning, Liberia

e Mr. I. A. S. Ranaweera, Director (Policy Planning and Monitoring), Ministry of
Environment and Mr. Kirahandi Sudarshana Manaram De Silva, Director,
Department of National Budget, Sri Lanka

Guiding Questions:

¢ How do national planning instruments and mechanisms enable NDC
implementation?

e How do national planning instruments and NDCs currently enable SDG
localisation (local impacts and progress) for a just transition and leaving no one
behind?

Q&A
12;8 - Coffee Break
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15:30 - Session 3: Moving forward — Peer to peer discussion on challenges and

17:00 opportunities to strengthen efficiencies in integrated national planning and
finance
Moderator: Mr. Simon Gilby, Sustainable Development Officer, UNOSD
Using a world cafe format, this session allows the countries to discuss the challenges
they are facing and opportunities to explore in enhancing efficiencies across various
national institutions. Participants will discuss how their national development plans
(short- to long-term instruments) link to NDCs. They will also be placed in their thematic
groups as well as being introduced to the Call-to-Action Plan to strategize their lessons
learned and follow up from the training.
Guiding Questions:
Policy

o What are the main challenges in coordinating policies across different sectors
to support integrated planning for SDGs and NDCs?

e How can national policies incorporate a just transition approach using the
whole of society that balances economic, social, and environmental
dimensions across the SDGs and climate action?

e What successful policy examples exist that effectively integrate climate and
SDG actions?

Knowledge and Data

e How can countries improve data governance to ensure reliable, accessible,
and disaggregated data for integrated policymaking?

o What are best practices for using data to identify co-benefits and manage
trade-offs between SDG and climate objectives?

¢ How can digital tools and platforms enhance data sharing and transparency for
SDG and climate action?

Finance

e How can countries mobilize both public and private finance effectively to
support integrated SDG and climate action?

¢ How can innovative financial instruments (such as green bonds and blended
finance) be leveraged for synergistic SDG and climate projects?

e How can transparency and accountability in climate finance be enhanced to
build trust and attract investment?

Localisation

e How can national governments effectively translate global SDG and climate
targets into actionable plans and policies in line with their development
context?

e How can national planning processes ensure that localisation efforts address
the needs of the most vulnerable and marginalized groups?

¢ What successful localisation models can countries learn from to balance
national priorities with local contexts?

Group Exercise
7
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Facilitators: ESCAP, NDC Partnership, UNFCCC RCC, UNOSD.

Day 2 Wednesday, 19 March 2025

Day Theme: Governance and Policy

Time

Session

08:30 -
09:00

Registration

09:00 -
10:30

Session 4: A Just Transition and Bringing Together SDGs and Climate in a Whole
of Society Approach to Leave No One Behind

Moderator: Ms. Asa Torkelsson, Chief, UNFPA Seoul Representation Office, Republic of
Korea

This panel session brings together expert speakers emphasising the need for government
to act as the facilitator for a whole of society approach including government (from
national to local levels), private sector, civil society, youth, women and marginalised
groups. At the end of the session, participants understand the need and value of a whole
of government and a whole of society approach to achieve SDG and climate goals.

Framing Presentation
Panellists:

e Mr. Md Saifur Rahman, Deputy Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest &
Climate Change, Bangladesh

e Mr. Abdou Soula Houssama Ben, Field Agent (Climate), Ministry of Environment,
Comoros

e Mr. Wilson Gusamo, Department of National Planning & Monitoring, Assistant
Secretary, Papua New Guinea

¢ Ms. Kumjoo Huh, External Affairs Strategic Consultant at Kyobo Life and G20
Empower Alliance Korea Representative.

e Ms. Jinwon Kim, Network Coordinator, SDSN Youth Korea

e Mr. Arnaud Debauge, Policy Specialist, Green Recovery and Transition, UNDP
Seoul Policy Centre

Q&A

10:30 —
10:45

Coffee Break

10:45 -
12:30

Session 5: Integrating Policy Frameworks and Strategizing for Synergies, Inclusive
Governance, and Local Climate Action

Moderators: Ms. Sara Castro-Hallgren and Mr. Adis Dzebo, Consultant, UNOSD

In this group activity session participants examine a case emphasizing the importance of
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concepts such as governing Common Pool Resources’® like ecosystems to ensure
sustainable development for all through inclusive governance. Participants discuss how to
create a multi-stakeholder approach to addressing the case, incorporating
underrepresented groups (e.g. rural areas, youth, women) and other stakeholders for
integrated planning, multi-level governance, and effective climate actions that also
advance the SDGs at local level. The session’s goal is to build the capacity of government
representatives for strengthened public institutions, exploring the challenges of balancing
inclusive economic growth with ecosystem health and prosperity of vulnerable
populations. At the end of the session, exploring the case, participants apply critical
thinking skills to advance vertical integration of the SDGs and identify key barriers,
stakeholders and actions to strengthen national to local climate action.

Framing Presentation - Ms. Sara Castro-Hallgren, UNOSD

Group exercise
Facilitators: ESCAP, NDC Partnership, UNFCCC RCC, UNOSD

Lunch Break

12:30 -

13:30

13:30 — Session 6: Leveraging Data and Tools for Integrated Policymaking

15:00 Moderators: Mr. Adis Dzebo, Consultant, UNOSD.
In this group activity, participants use a simplified SDG synergy tool to identify policy
intersections and potential co-benefits. At the end of the session, participants understand
how data helped highlight areas for enhanced stakeholder inclusion (especially youth and
gender) and the elimination of siloed practices. The session will also touch on data to
address potential risks of misinformation and siloed decision making. The session will be
an introduction to the use of synergies tools, with extended training required to use such
tools to their full potential.
Framing Presentation
Group exercise
Facilitators: ESCAP, NDC Partnership, UNFCCC RCC, UNOSD

15:00 — f B k

15:15 Coffee Brea

15:15 — Session 7: Using Data Insights to Deliver Integrated and Impactful Policy

17:00

Moderator: Ms. Juhi Bansal, NDC and LT-LEDS Specialist, UNFCCC Regional

5 Common Pool Resources: These are Resources (“The Commons”) that include all ecosystems that are large enough such that
excluding potential beneficiaries from their use is costly and each individual's consumptive use (e.g., harvesting of a boatload of fish
or a truckload of forest products) reduces what is available to others.

Retrieved from: Ostrom, Elinor. (2013). Institutional Diversity of the Commons. Encyclopedia of Biodiversity (Second Edition). Pages
155-166. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-384719-5.00157-X and https://www.ipbes.net/node/41219
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Collaboration Centre for Asia and the Pacific

In this session, participants work in groups to design a policy proposal for their thematic
area that brings together SDG and climate actions while breaking down silos and
ensuring comprehensive stakeholder inclusion.

Framing Presentation

Group Exercise including reporting back

Facilitators: ESCAP, NDC Partnership, UNFCCC RCC, UNOSD

Day 3 Thursday, 20 March 2025

Day Theme: Finance

Time Session
08:30 - Registration
09:00
09:00 - Session 8: Integrating SDG and Climate Finance — Innovations and Insights for
10:30 Leveraging Finance
Moderator: Ms. Sara Castro-Hallgren, Sustainable Development Officer
This session updates the participants on finance developments, including the progress
towards the 4™ Conference on Financing for Sustainable Development, Article 6 and 13 of
the Paris Agreement, NDC investment, and transparency.
Presentations:
e Ms. Juhi Bansal, NDC and LT-LEDS Specialist, UNFCCC Regional Collaboration
Centre for Asia and the Pacific
¢ Ms. Resina Katafono, Inter-Regional Adviser on Financing for Sustainable
Development, Financing for Sustainable Development Office (FSDO) (virtual)
¢ Ms. Chavi Meattle, Climate Finance Specialist, Climate Policy Initiative (virtual)
Country Presentation:
e Mr. Jackson Mugisa, Chief Executive Officer, Tandahub Connect Ltd., Uganda
Q&A
10:30 — Coffee Break
10:45
10:45 — Session 9: Climate and SDG Finance Deep Dive
12:30 Moderator: Mr. Adrian Flores-Aguilar, Climate Finance Associate, NDC Partnership

This session will deepen participants’ understanding of the tools, methodologies, and data
essential for integrated finance planning in support of sustainable development and
climate initiatives. Discussions will explore strategies for policy integration, effective
governance arrangements, and stakeholder engagement, including private sector
involvement. Participants will also examine approaches to improving data availability to
better identify and prioritise investments, ensuring more informed budgeting and policy
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decisions.

Presentations:

¢ Ms. Resina Katafono, Inter-Regional Adviser on Financing for Sustainable
Development, Financing for Sustainable Development Office (FSDO) (virtual)

e Mr. Adrian Flores-Aguilar, Climate Finance Associate, NDC Partnership

e Mr. Johan Bentinck, Strategic Planning Specialist, Green Climate Fund

Q&A

12:30 —
13:30

Lunch Break

13:30 -
15:00

Session 10: Climate and SDG Finance Country Examples
Moderator: Mr. Adrian Flores-Aguilar, Climate Finance Associate, NDC Partnership

This session will showcase how different countries are successfully integrating climate
and SDG finance through innovative financing tools and policy frameworks. At the end of
the session, participants understand the range of financing options and how countries
have successfully implemented them.

Presentations

e Mr, Mikayel Margaryan, Attache of UN Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Armenia

e Mr, Carlos Mauricio Cordero Vega, Director of Secretariat of Sectoral Planning for
Environment and Energy, Ministry of Environment and Energy, Costa Rica

e Ms, Sylocious Chaturuka, Deputy Director - Sustainable Development Goals and
Agenda 2063 Coordination, Ministry of Public Service, Labour & Social Welfare,

e Zimbabwe

e Mr. Christopher Lilyblad, Finance and Policy Specialist for SDGs and NDCs,
UNDP (virtual)

Q&A

15:00 —
15:15

Coffee Break

15:15 -
17:00

Session 11: Designing Integrated Finance Strategies
Moderator: Mr. Adrian Flores-Aguilar, Climate Finance Associate, NDC Partnership

In this interactive exercise, participants will engage in a hands-on strategy design process,
rotating through thematic stations focused on data, policy alignment, institutional
arrangements, and stakeholder engagement. Guided by facilitators, participants will
identify challenges, gaps, opportunities, and best practices in each area to strengthen
financing strategies that support both SDG and climate objectives. Emphasizing project
bankability, local ownership, inclusivity, and cross-sector collaboration, this exercise will
culminate in country teams delivering high-level presentations summarizing key
takeaways and proposed approaches.
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Group Exercise

Facilitators: ESCAP, NDC Partnership, UNFCCC RCC, UNOSD.

Day 4 Friday, 21 March 2025

Time Session
8:30 - Registration
9:00
9:00 — Session 12: Call to Action - Development of Action Plans
10:30 Moderator: Mr. Adis Dzebo, Consultant, UNOSD
Participants reflect on their learning from the training and develop call to actions
describing how they can advance policy, finance, and data for SDG and climate
synergies using a whole of government and whole of society approach.
Facilitators: ESCAP, NDC Partnership, UNFCCC RCC, UNOSD.
10:30- Session 13: Call to Action - Presentations and Discussion
11230 Moderator: Mr. Adis Dzebo, Consultant, UNOSD
Participants share and discuss their Call-to-Action Plans.
Facilitators: ESCAP, NDC Partnership, UNFCCC RCC, UNOSD.
11:30- Closing Session
12:00 Participant reflections
Rapporteur’s statement: Mr. Adis Dzebo, Consultant, UNOSD
Closing Remarks:
e Mr. Chun Kyoo Park, Head of Office, UN Office for Sustainable
Development (UNOSD), DSDG, UN DESA
12:00 — Lunch Break
13:00
13:00 — Site Visit
17:00

Participants visit Incheon Metropolitan Smart City and urban history sites on sustainable

development and climate action in Incheon
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2025 Executive Training Course for Policymakers on
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development

Accelerating Synergies for Integrated SDG and Climate Action
Holiday Inn Songdo, Incheon, Republic of Korea, 18 — 21 March 2025

Participants List

National Government Participants
Armenia

Mr Mikayel Margaryan
Attache of UN Division
Ministry of Foreign A7airs

Mr Narek Tiraturyan
Second Secretary of International Human Rights Cooperation Division
Ministry of Foreign A7airs

Bangladesh

Mr Mohammad Jahirul Islam
Joint Secretary
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Mr Md Saifur Rahman
Deputy Secretary
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Bhutan

Ms Sherab Zangmo
Chief Planning O7icer
Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources

Ms Tshering Zangmo
Asst. Environment O7icer
Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources
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Comoros

Mr Abdou Soula Houssama Ben
Field agent (climate)
Ministry of Environment

Ms Sati Ali Mfoihaya

Private Secretary to the Secretary General Ministry of the Environment in charge of
Tourism

Ministry of the Environment in charge of Tourism

Costa Rica

Mr Carlos Mauricio Cordero Vega
Director of Secretariat of Sectoral Planning for Environment and Energy
Ministry of Environment and Energy

Ms Ariana Vargas Salas
Adviser in Directorate of Climate Change
Ministry of Environment and Energy

Ethiopia

Mr Habtamu Takele Yalew
Development Policy Coordinator and SDG Focal Point
Ministry of Planning and Development

Mr Mecheal Werdofa Balcha
Senior Carbon Market Specialist
Ministry of Planning and Development

Ghana

Mr Stephen Ampem-Darko Ayiku
Principal Planning Analyst
Ministry of Finance and National Development

Mr Edward William Bruce-Lyle
Senior Planning Analyst
National Development Planning Commission
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Indonesia

Mr Arifin Rudiyanto
Expert Coordinator at the National Secretariat for the SDGs Implementation
Ministry of National Development Planning

Mr Franky Zamzani
Director of Climate Change Resource Mobilization
Ministry of Environment

Kenya

Mr Festus Wangwe Muchaniji
Director in Charge of SDGs and Africa Agenda 2063
State Department for Economic Planning

Kyrgyz Republic

Ms Lolakhon Baimatova
Head of International Cooperation Division
National Statistical Committee

Mr Timur Mambetaliev
Head of Sustainable Development and Environment Statistics Department
National Statistical Committee

Lao People’s Democratic Republic

Mr Alomlangsy Rajvong
Director of UN Economic and Social A7airs Division
Department of International Organizations, Ministry of Foreign A7airs, Lao PDR

Mr Ka Saysana
Director of Climate Change Policy Division
Department of Climate Change, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment

Liberia

Mr Foday Couch Bayoh Jr
Senior Policy Advisor/Climate Change & Climate Finance Focal Point
Ministry of Finance & Development Planning
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Mr J Wellington Barchue |
Assistant Minister for Development Planning
Ministry of Finance & Development Planning

Madagascar

Ms Zo Hanitry Ny Ala Andriambalohery
Director in Charge of the Sustainable Financing Mechanism
Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development

Malaysia

Ms Suzalina Binti Kamaruddin

Deputy Undersecretary

National GHG Centre, Climate Change Division, Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Sustainability

Ms Karen Chow Kai Wai

Assistant Secretary

REDD Plus Unit, Climate Change Division, Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Sustainability

Mali

Mr Mamadou Camara
Foreign A7airs Advisor
Ministry of Foreign A7airs and International Cooperation of Mali

Mr Dramane Traore
Chef de Section Suivi-Evaluation des Projects et Programmes
Agence de I'Environnement et du Developpement Durable

Papua New Guinea

Ms Emily Pomoh
Mitigation O7icer
Climate Change and Development Authority

XN H Department of
&) United

1 .
Y Economic and

W7 Nations | social Affairs



Office for
Sustainable
Development

Y United
@ Nations

Mr Wilson Gusamo
Assistant Secretary
Department of National Planning & Monitoring

Philippines

Ms Raquel Smith Cordero Ortega
Division Chief
Climate Change Mainstreaming and Integration Division, Climate Change Service

Ms Janice Gascon Utanes
OIC-Supervising Economic Development Specialist
National Economic and Development Authority

Sri Lanka

Mr Kirahandi Sudarshana Manaram De Silva
Director
Department of National Budget

Mr Indika Amal Shantha Ranaweera
Director of Policy Planning and Monitoring
Ministry of Environment

Thailand

Ms Duangmanee Phongchup
Plan and Policy Analyst, Senior Professional Level
OTice of the National Economic and Social Development Council

Ms Chanutsakul Supirak
Director of Policy and Plan Section
Department of Climate Change and Environment

Tonga

Mr Vatulele Tuputupu
Director of Corporate Service
Ministry of Meteorology, Energy, National Disaster Risk Reduction O7ice
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Mr Mesuilame Vea
Chief Economist
Prime Minister's O7ice

Uganda

Mr Jackson Milton Mugisa
Chief Executive O7icer
Tandahub Connet Ltd.

Zimbabwe

Mr Benjamin Mandevere
Principal Climate Change Adaptation O7icer
Ministry of Environment Climate and Wildlife

Ms Sylocious Chaturuka
Deputy Director - Sustainable Development Goals and Agenda 2063 Coordination
Ministry of Public Service, Labour & Social Welfare

Speakers and Experts

Mr Adis Dzebo
Senior Research Fellow
Stockholm Environment Institute

Ms Juhi Bansal
Regional Expert for NDCs and LT-LEDS
UNFCCC-IGES Regional Collaboration Center for Asia and the Pacific

Mr Arnaud Debauge
Green Recovery and Transition Policy Specialist
UNDP Seoul Policy Centre

Mr Adrian Ramon Flores
Climate Finance Associate
NDC Partnership

Dr Eun Mee Kim
Professor Emeritius
17" President of Ewha Womans University, Republic of Korea and Independent Group of
Scientists (IGS) for the 2019 Global Sustainable Development Report
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Ms Jinwon Kim
Network Coordinator
SDSN Youth Korea

Ms Soojin Jeon
Green Recovery and Transition Policy Analyst
UNDP Seoul Policy Centre

Ms Aneta Nikolova
Environment A7airs O7icer/Climate Policy Lead
UN Economic and Social Commission for the Asia-Pacific (ESCAP)

Ms Asa Torkelsson
Chief
UNFPA Seoul Representation O7ice, Republic of Korea

Ms Nakyung Yu
Green Recovery and Transition Intern
UNDP Seoul Policy Centre

Secretariat
United Nations OWice for Sustainable Development (UNOSD)

Mr Chun Kyoo Park
Head of O7ice

Ms Sara Castro de Hallgren
Sustainable Development O7icer

Mr Simon Gilby
Sustainable Development O7icer

Ms Eun Hee Lee
Sustainable Development O7icer

Mr Huiyong Kim
Administrative Assistant

Ms Wonju Kim
Team Assistant

Mr Yoonsoo Kim
Team Assistant

Ms Henrike Schroder
Project Management Assistant
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Ms Winner Oluwatomisin Apata
Project Management Assistant

Economic and Social Commission for the Asia-Pacific (ESCAP)

Ms Fideles Sadicon
Sustainable Development O7icer

Ms Dana Choi
Research Assistant

Mr Hyunjin Kim
Intern

Ms Yejin Lyu
Intern

H Department of
(&) United |2

Economic and

p
57 Nations | social Affairs



	Index
	Figures
	Tables
	1. Introduction
	1.1 Increased Urgency to Accelerate Progress on the Global Sustainability Agendas
	1.2 Translating Global Synergies to Domestic Contexts
	1.3 ETC Purpose and Objectives

	2. 2025 Executive Training Course for Policymakers on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
	2.1 Preparation and Planning
	2.2 Day 1: Setting the Scene
	Session 1 ‘Setting the Scene - progress on synergised approaches for SDG and climate action integration.’
	Session 2 ‘Stocktaking Progress on the 2030 Agenda and Climate Action’
	Session 3: Moving forward – Peer to peer discussion on challenges and opportunities to strengthen efficiencies in integrated national planning and finance
	2.3 Day 2: Theme: Governance and Policy

	Session 4: A Just Transition and Bringing Together SDGs and Climate in a Whole of Society Approach to Leave No One Behind
	Session 5: Integrating Policy Frameworks and Strategising for Synergies, Inclusive Governance, and Local Climate Action
	Session 6: Leveraging Data and Tools for Integrated Policymaking
	Session 7: Using Data Insights to Deliver Integrated and Impactful Policy
	2.3 Day 3: Theme: Finance
	Session 8: Integrating SDG and Climate Finance – Innovations and Insights for Leveraging Finance
	Session 9 & Session 10: Climate and SDG Finance – From Frameworks to Implementation
	Conceptual Frameworks and Tools
	Country Experiences
	Session 11: Designing Integrated Finance Strategies
	2.4 Day 4: Call to Action Plans

	Session 12: Call to Action - Development of Action Plans
	Session 13: Call to Action - Presentations and Discussion


	3. Synthesis and Key Findings from the 2025 Executive Training Course for Policymakers on the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
	4. References
	Annex 1 Concept Note and Agenda


