
               

   

 

 
Main Outcomes Report: World Circular Economy Forum activities from May 14-
15 by UNOSD ECLAC and IADB 
 
Measuring Progress and Promoting Harmonized Circular Economy and Waste 
Management Indicators in Latin America and the Caribbean  
 

I. Introduction 
 
Circular economy strategies at different levels of government are essential to ensuring a transition 

towards circularity. Measuring progress and impacts towards a circular economy is, therefore, an 

important part of these public policies. Currently, there is no agreed-upon measure to assess how 

circular an economy is, making it difficult for countries to compare peer to peer progress.  

 

Additionally, there is no harmonized framework to monitor progress towards a circular economy or to 

support more circular solid waste management. In this context, to foster concerted regional progress on 

circular economy enabling conditions, ECLAC, UN-DESA (UNOSD) and Inter-American Development 

Bank (IADB)  jointly organized a regional workshop and an Accelerator Session at the World Circular 

Economy Forum 2025 (wcef2025.com) on 14-15th May 2025 in São Paulo – Brazil. The events facilitated 

key discussions on national data collection, data quality challenges, certainty levels of regional data on 

waste and resource circularity capacity gaps to better measure regional progress and ensure evidence-

based policymaking.    

 

II. May 14 – Regional workshop – Measuring what we waste – regional strategies and 

diagnostic tools for waste management and resource circularity in Latin America and 

the Caribbean 

 

The regional workshop took place on May 14 and was titled "Measuring what we waste - regional 

strategies and diagnostic tools for waste management and resource circularity in Latin America 

and the Caribbean". The workshop convened 15 Member States through national government 

representatives from Latin America and the Caribbean focused on waste management 

and circular economy, as well as data and statistical measurement of circular economy. Introductory 

remarks were provided by Brazil’s (Mr. Adalberto Maluf, National Secretary of Urban Environment, Water 

Resources and Environmental Quality) Ministry of Environment and Climate Change, as well as Mr. Lenin 

Ramon Bueno Rodriguez, Vice Minister for Environmental Management, Dominican Republic, and Mr. 

Jae Woong Jeong, Executive Director, Resource Recirculation Management, K-Eco - Ministry of 

Environment of the Republic of Korea.  

Session 1 of the workshop focused on “Measuring What We Waste - Global to regional progress 

towards waste and circularity data” with presentations on the new global "Waste Management 

and Circular Economy Policy Support System" (https://wastepolicysupport.org/ ) from UNOSD and the 

Green Growth Knowledge Partnership (co-hosted by UNEP and GGGI). This platform allows countries to 

self-assess their enabling environment for waste management and circularity.  

https://wastepolicysupport.org/


               

   

 

The Session also featured a presentation on Measuring Solid Waste and Circular Economy for LAC – 

presenting the IADB’s the Waste and Circular Economy Hub https://hubresiduoscirculares.org/. This 

platform focuses on strengthening quantitative data collection and presents success cases across key 

numeric indicators for waste and circularity in the region.  

Both platforms allow countries to bridge data gaps, enhance technical capacity, and facilitate evidence-

based policymaking in solid waste management across developing countries. 

 

As finance has been identified as the key priority area for the region’s waste management and circularity 

actions, the Session 2 focused on “Assessing national capacity gaps in financing waste management 

and resource circularity”. The session featured a presentation on financing waste management and 

circularity from Mr. Christian Kaufholz, Head, Global Strategy and Partnerships, Global Plastic Action 

Partnership, World Economic Forum. Member States then took part in a group session self-assessing 

their progress on financing waste management and circularity by completing key questions in the Waste 

Management and Circular Economy Policy Support System questionnaire -focusing on the financing 

component. They presented their responses noting the key challenges for financing materials sorting 

and recovery for plastics for example. They also discussed how financing from the national budget 

compared to local municipal revenues still fall short for the infrastructure needs to cover rural or peri-

urban and coastal waste management.  

 

Lastly, Session 3 focused on Country Presentations and Dialogue Session-Scaling Waste Management 

Priorities and Cooperation for Resource Circularity featuring presentations from Brazil, Trinidad and 

Tobago, Dominican Republic, Colombia, Uruguay, Ecuador, and Guatemala. Country presentations 

showed innovative use of high-level commitments to closing opening dumping sites in the region, 

applied Earth Observation data and geospatial planning to track plastic waste leakages, investment in 

new sorting and material recovery facilities, national attention to plastics and organic waste in the context 

of marine pollution, and strengthened national statistical systems with circular economy and waste 

management indicators.  

 

The workshop provided an open discussion platform to assess national capacity gaps and needs on 

waste and resource circularity. The closed-door session served as a platform to define technical 

cooperation priorities with regional Member States towards developing a roadmap and future 

cooperation activities. Its final session led to the presentation of a draft roadmap that was later adopted 

at the conclusion of the Accelerator Session the following day (see below).  

 

III. May 15 – Accelerator Session - Measuring progress and promoting circularity through 

public policies in Latin America and the Caribbean 

 

The WCEF2025 Accelerator Session - Measuring progress and promoting circularity through public 

policies in Latin America and the Caribbean   aimed to address data and capacity gaps to better 

measure regional progress and ensure evidence-based policymaking for a circular economy. The 

adoption of a comparable and replicable set of indicators to complement national strategies on circular 

economy was the main topic covered in this session. Based on a series of presentations on the 

experiences of countries and regions, the need to strengthen the generation of quality data and 

harmonized indicators to evaluate progress towards circularity regionally was identified.  

https://hubresiduoscirculares.org/


               

   

 

 

IV. Outcomes – Next steps for a regional technical cooperation agenda and roadmap  

As a key outcome of the events countries and partners agreed on a common series of next steps to set 

a technical cooperation agenda for continued collaboration on waste management and circular 

economy. With the presence of over 15 regional countries (Panamá, Colombia, Perú, Grenada, Belize, 

Jamaica, Brazil, Trinidad y Tobago, Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Uruguay, Mexico,  Republic of Korea, 

Ecuador and the Metropolitan City of Buenos Aires) with a total of 42 participants, the events discussed 

a regional roadmap and proposed the organization of a regional Task Force to conceive a harmonized 

and replicable proposal of a set of indicators to measure regional progress towards circularity. Colombia 

and the Dominican Republic expressed their interest in been part of the Task Force, along with the 

ECLAC, UNOSD and BID. Next steps and a timeline for this regional roadmap were presented and 

agreed, as displayed in the figures below.   

 
 

 



               

   

 

 

With Support of:      


